‘B-52s Pound
N. Vieinam

~
For 7th Day
From News Dispatches

U.S. planes continued the
heaviest assault of the war
on North Vietnam through a
sixth day Saturday, as Ha-
noi accused the U.S. of wag-
ing an “extermination” bomb-!
ing campaign against popu-j
lated areas.

U.S. and South Vietnamese!:
intellicence agents monitored
‘a radio message reporting,
that North Vietnam’s legen-
dary Defense Minister Gen.
Vo Nguyen Giap was killed
Friday in an explosion while:

WASHINGION PO3T

Approved For Release 2ooyg:’ﬁ% :ﬁ!ﬁ-R@Eﬁ&-@ﬁm RO

dio claimed two more B-52s
were shot down over Haiphong
in Saturday’s raids. brinving to
17 the number of big bownbers
North Vietnam claims to have
downed this weck.

The U.S. ecommand in Sai-
gon announced that two B-32s
were shot down in Fridav's
raids. It has now reported that
a total of 10 B-325 have been
shot down since the renewcd
bombing of Hanoi and Hai-
phong began last Monday.

Agence France-Presse corre-
spondent Jean Thoraval re.
ported trom Hanoi that U.S.
planes made their 40th raid of
the week against the North Vi-
etnamese eapital at dawn Sat-
urday.

He reported that while some
residents of Hanoi can be seen|
fleeing to the countryside on'!
bicveles or carts, people re-|

The North Vietnamese Fop
eign Ministry, in a statemenr 0 ;
broadcast by Hanei Radio, ac.- wreeked the ear-nose-throat in-

cused the United States of Siule and “completely  de-
cag vextorminagions Molished™ a research section
waging an  “extermination” o SO L 5T d D-59
bombing campaign againsy 100l said. A second D-52

opulated areas. destroyinzg '¢ . :
}r:omes SChO(()IS and pa"oclqz; of bombs of different calibers
] « = as.

“By doing this, Nixon has, 0N @ long stretch going from
committed crimes even more/il¢ Zate of the hospital to.dxf-
barbarous than those of Iiit. {erent sections and patient
ler,” the Foreign Ministry Wards.” the agency reported.
statement saidl. This strike damaged every

A statement issued by the untouched room. including un-
Hanoi delegation in Paris said der¢round sections of the hos-
B-52s had leveled villages, hos- Pital. and destroyed the de-
pitals and schools in partments of dermatology, in-
“saturation bombing” raids ternal medicine, pharmacolozy,
against “the most densely pop- adminisiration, kitchens, re-
ulated regions in North Viet- pair shops and laundries,
nam.” Hanoi said. : 4

The Hungarian news agency |
and Tass both reported that!
the Hungarian commercial |
mission and the East German!

Worldwide Protests
Mounted on Bombing

From News Dispatches

{ina of the Bach Mai hospital,

raid Saturday “laid a carpeot,

touring a bomb-damaged area{main in the city in “big num-| embassy in }lanoi were dam.:

of Haiphong. Denunications of the U.S.

But Washington Post corre-|
spondent Peter Osnos report-i
ed from Saigon that the origin’
of the report, a spoken and.
uncoded message from some-.
where in North Vietnam, was
not clear and intelligence
sources expressed doubt that
it was genuine.

The North Vietnamese dele-
gation to the Paris pecace talks
denied the report of Giap’s
death with extraordinary ra-
pidity, Washington Post corre-
spondent Jonathan Randal re-
ported. The formal denial was
issued 90 minutes after the re-
port first surfaced in Paris.

Seven foreign embassies in
Hanoi—those of East Ger-
many, Bulgaria, India, Egypt,
Cambodia, Cuba and Albania—
and the Hungarian trade mis-
sion have now been damaged
by American bombs, according
to reports from scveral capi-
tals.

The Soviet news agency
Tass reported Saturday that
"U.S:. airstrikes on }anoi had
resulted in casualties among
American pilats held in the
main POW camp in the North
Vietnamese capital.

Tass correspondent Alexan-

der Mineyev reported from:
Hanoi that ratds “during three
straight nizhts” had dropped
bombs in the area of a prison
camp,

“There were wounded
among the prisoners,” he said.
He did not indicate the nun..
ber of casualties and repoited
that 2 POW camp orficial raid
the injured had been taken 1o
& hospital for treatment.

U.S. raids ampi feda g oL
North \'i(-tn:nmAprplEQVéﬂ'Forc

ted ™ sat-
urday and Sunday, lanoi Ia-

{ . " i i S . .
{ bers, calmly continuing theiriared in the U.S. bombiny

daily activities, despite the' .. - .
alcr)ts and the destnlx(-tion of5ra1ds. The Bulgarian news
buildings, sometimes right in d8ency reported that the Bul-
the middle of the city, that arc. Sarian Embassy in Hanoi was
in no way military.” ;also damaged. Radio Hanoi

Thoraval also reported that Saturday added the Albanian
the weekly Acroflot fliche #id Cambodian embassies to
which lands at Hanol’s Gialam (the list of those which have
airport was cancelled Satur. PCCn reported damaged by.
day because the only stretch 10'51"" bombs. Ihi. US. chars
of Tunway left unscathed by | IR New Delhi, US. charge
pombs was too short to re- rd’affaires Lee Stull was sum-
ceive a four-engine jot imoncd to the Foreign Ministry

But he said a turboprop Chi- | Saturday to receive a protest
nese civilian plane managed to o IR
land in Hanoi after waiting in . P&8sy in Hanoi “.m”’da"' A
Anning, Southern China, for, > S‘)IO}‘O"m'Jf] S?Id Stull ex-
more than 20 hours for a luli | Pressed decp regret over any
in the bombing. :

i X
The North Vietnamese mes. j20mbers. ,
sage reporting Giap's death; )1 Warsaw, US. charze d'af-

said he was killed Iriday aﬁf{xil‘cs Davis L. Boqswr saw
the Tran IHung Dao arma.oland’s deputy foreizn minis-
ments  depot ‘m Friday and delivered

. tor
Haiphony . }50 "
when a delaved-action bomp "Profound eondolences”  for

dropped by U.S. warplanes ex- - the death of three Polish sea-:
ploded. men killed in Haiphong when!

Correspondent QOsnos re- |their ship was reportedly hit!

ported from Saigon that intel- (@and sunk by US. bombers,

iigence orficials said a mes- |Varsaw newspapers reported
sage of such importance would :today.

almost certainly have been in  The Bulgarian and  Tun-
code, rgavian news agencics also re-

“Jt could weil have been a iported that the Pach Mai Hos-

over damage to the Indian em- -

“damagze caused by American ;

bombing eampaign against
‘North Vietnam were reported
in a number of citics around
the world vesterday.

Sweden's Prime Minister
Olof Palme called the bombing
an “outrage on a level with
the Nazi massacres of World
War 11
i+ U.N. Secretary General Kurt
iWaldheim said he was greatly
‘disturbed by the continued
tbombing and called for a re-
isumption of the Paris talks.
I Dacea, Bangladesh stu-:
-dents ransacked the U.S. In-
formation Service huilding and
hurned President Nixon in
ceffiocy Friday might.

About 200 persons demon-i
istrated against the bombing inl
(front of the U.S. embassy in!

/Tokyo. . :

plant,” one official told Osnos.
There have been crroncous re-.
ports before of “the death of,
North Vietham's top mililary:
stratesist, who became a leg-
end after defeating the French
at Dienbienphu in 1954,

In Paris, the North Vietnam-
ese delegation o the peace
talks termed the report of
Giap's death *an out-and-out
invention of the CIA A

‘pital in Hanoi--heasily dam-

azed in Iridav's raids-——was
hit for the second time Satur-

day,

‘The North Vietnam News
Ageney  said  Sunday.  that
“mare than 23" workers  at

Baclt what Hospial and mem-
bers of their [amilies were
killed in the two raids, Casual-
fics to patients weve avoided
v evacuating them nefore the

spokesman said: “We do notf hombing.

wop Lo deny this ﬁr(»duct af
lease 20014/03/04

warfare.”
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Washmgton agamst the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam in the early 1960's, as
documented in the Pentagon Papers, but
which provided few details. -‘The present
-program, apparemly undergoing a partial

Kennedy administration.
Although the Post Dispatch does not

Observations Group is a CIA operation. The

a Special Forces officer, was described by
correspoudent Meyer as fearful of being
jailed or fined, saying: “If I talked to you and
got caught, I could get 10 years in prison and
57 | 1 a $10,000 fine.
ve o ' . The Special Forces officer sald that the

S : connections between Command and Control
and the 'MAC-V SOG' organization
Saigon were so highly classified that we

Meyer.

Despite his reluctancc to ta lk lhe officer
.explained that the Command and Control
‘operations were “formally” under the

direction of the Fifth Special Forces Group
until January 1971, when the Fifth Special
Forces officially was described as having
been withdrawn from Vietnam, Actually,
according to Meyer, “numerous
Special Forces were left behind at Command
and Control bases throughout South
Vietnam" and various efforts were employed
to conceal their continued presence. They
were forbidden to wear the green beret and
.Spcc.al Forces insignia while they remained
in Indochina, .

SymUbolic of the Command and Control
opzrations, was a gestapo-like insignia, used

By Richard E. Ward
Second of a series _ .
Clandestine sabotage, combat -and
. espionage missions have been conducted 'in
‘Laos and Cambodia by U.S. military per-+
sonnel, despite White House denials and
contrary to congressional prohibition.
_Such missions  are- top-secret actions
directed by the Studies and.Observations
Group of the U.S. Army Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam, located in Saigon and
. ‘genecrally known by its initials, MAC-V
SOG. The most comprehensive picture of
these activities available, based on testimony
of former participants in these missions,
" known as Command and Control operations,
is contained in a serics of three articles by
Gerald Meyer, published in the Nov. 5, 10
and 12 issues of the St. Louis Post Dlspatch
Unless otherwise indicated all material in
this article is based on the articles by Meyer,
a regular staff member of the Post Dispatch,
who interviewed former Special Forces
members, helicopter pilots and others who
took part in the Command and Control
operations during the 1960s and into 1972.
The Post Dispatch’s informants, whose
names were not revealed to protect them
from possible prosecution, stated that the
clandestine commando raids were still in
_progress as of August. One informant said
. thatin August when he left Bien Hoa, one of
-the Command and Contro! bases, more than
180 Army Special Forces were staticned
there and reinforcements were being sent’
from Okinawa.
The commando raids in recent years,
“utilizing Army personnel who gencrauy
command teams composed of mercenaries

with blood dripping from its teeth. This was
the emblem of Command and Control
Central. There were at least two other main
units, Command and Control North and
Command and Control South. The North,
Central and South referred to the base areas
of the commando teams,

Apparently most of the operations under
the Command and Control program, at least
in recent years, took place in southern Laos.
However, after the U.S.-Saigon invasion of
Cambodia and subscquent Congressional
prohibition against use of U.S. ground
troops in Cambodia, it is safe to assume that

the latter country.
Airborae bandits
comprised several U.S. officers or NCO's

commanding a mercenary team which
would land in Laos' or Cambodia, and

“Vietnamization," is. an outgrowth of the
) ongmal escalation of CIA-Special ForccT/

in

would not risk eommentmg on thcm wrote

Fifth

by one of the units,”a green-bereted skull

the secret U.S. missions were increased in .

Typically, Command and Contro! missions -

ticipated in Command and Control raids
‘from Danang, said he had taken part in
missions in North Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia. “H¢ 'said they were for ™ the
purpose of gathering intelligence, rescuing
ther American missions threatenéd by
rth Vietnamese forces, destroying

missions in  Indochina ordered by the ' supplies and dmruptmg enemy com-

munications facilities.”

A o : ¢ Command and Control Central, operating’
mention the CIA, it is clear that Studies andl/q,ut of Dakto and Kontum, near the tri-
b

order area of South Vietnam and Laos and

informant most knowledgeable about SOG, Cambodia, was used for raids deep within

the two latter countries. ‘

“A Special Forces soldier formerly
assigned to Command and Control Central
said that the group's missions were handled
by about 150 Americans and from 30Q to 400

‘Montagnard tribesmen. Men participating in
missions first were transported to Dakto and
then sent by helicopter across the borders,
he said.

“The missions were rotated among the
men and casualties were severe, the man
said. . . . Such teams usually included two or
three American leaders and about half a
dozen Montagnards.

“Dakto was the starting point also for’

large *hatchet forces,’ with larger numbers of
Americans and Montagnards. . . .

“Less frcquemly-apparently only about
once every six months—very large groups of
Americans were sent across the borders on
so-called Slam (Search,
nihilate) missions. More than 100 men
sometimes participated in such missions. . ..

“Some penetrations into Laos apparently
were quite deep. Both the Special Forces

(two. of Meyer's informants) said the U.5.

operated a radio relay station on 2 mountain
top about 30 miles inside Laos.
" “This station, called the ‘Eagle’s Nest,” was

locate and an-

used to transmit messages between South

Vietnam and Command and Control teams
operating beyond the mountain top in the
Laotian countryside.”

The radio station, whose exact location
was not specified, could have been located

near the Bolovens plateau, in Southern Laos, -

where the Pathet Lao told this correspon-
dent in 1970 there was a secret U.S. base.
The Pathet Lao Lberation forces captured

from Laos, Cambodia and South Vietnam,
were also sent into North Vietnam and
liberated areas of South Vietnam. There is
evidence that the Air Force has operational
- jurisdictior: over a similar program based at
Nakon Phagon, Thaxla
Laotizn bo prOVG

h
PO KeTiase

“aimed at taking prisoners, gathering in-
formation and disrupting communist ac-
tivities." The commandos would ‘be tran-
sported in four helicopters, while four
helicopter gunshlps would. provide air cover,

S04 BB eEEbaEh1Ro0090002 36\1
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Commando raids were ordered by the forward air controller, were also in-

\ohed in missions. -

e
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Capltol Pumshment
_/E Smaﬁ F &@W
- By Art Budhwidld

If Richard Nixon wins the election next week, most of

- the credit will go to Lu Doc Toy who heads the “Com-
. munists For Nixon” Committee in Hanoi. .
.. Lu Doc Toy who, until this clection, always voted the
- straight Communist party ticket, decided to support
" Nixon this year because he said, “I'm sick and tired of

having my kids bused along the Ho Chi Minh Trail.”’

- Having made the decision, Lu Doc Toy contacted the
-Committee for the Re-clection of the President in
* Washington which sent one of their top CIA men to
. Hanoi to help him in the campaign. N
;- Lu Doc Toy told the CIA man, “I need bumper
stickers, buttons, posters and a secret fund to- get the
- Communists For Nixon off the ground.”

The CIA man said, “We've written off North Vietnam .. ..

‘as far as electoral voles go, but you could help us
tremendously in getting the President re- clected w1th a
small favor.” :

" “What can I do? Lu Doc asked.

. "Arrange a peace {reaty with the U.S..a weck befme
_the elections.”

“It’s done,” Lu Doc Toy said. “My cousin lS a member
- of the Politburo and he owes me a favor.”

Lu Doc Toy went to see his cousin Ton Son Not in his
bomb shélter the next day. During a 15-minute break
. in the bombing he said, “Ton Son Not, as you know I am
head of the Communists For Nixon and I have a small
favor to ask of you.” .

" “You have dishonored your ancesters, Lu Doc Toy,”
“fon Son Not said. “How can you support a man whose
-party would bug the Watergate?”

"~ “It was a prank,” Lu Doc Toy said. “Everyone does
it during an election )ear Besides Nixon knew nothing
ahout it. » .

“Thats what all the Commumst( For Nixon say. But
we know differently. Besides, how could you work for
-a man who said he would stop the war in 19687?”

. “Exactly,” Lu Doc Toy said. “That’s what I came 1o
speak to you about Nixon wants to stop the war again,
only this time before the election.”
" “It’s a trick,” Ton Son Not said. “What does he want
in exchange for it?”
.- “Nothing we wouldn’t have given him in 1968. It’s the
same deal that was offered to him then.”
- *But why now? I thought tho US bombing was .
'workmg ”

“Who knows what goes on wnh those cockamanne
Americanis? But I'm giving it to you siraight. If you
‘people say okay Nixon will send whatshls name to
Paris to sign the deal”

PR SRR A eyt n - ) j

STATINTL

“U«Waif a mine,” Ton Son Not said, “If we agree'to a
peace settlement, that means we'll have {our more years
of Nixon.”

“Look, Ton Son Not.” Lu Doc Tov said, “We ho]d the
key lo the American presidential election in our hands.
We have to decide whether we want Nixon for President
and a generation of peace, or whether we want the mis-
guided, badiy thought out, socialistic programs of George

McGovern.”
-~ The bombing started again. “WHAT ABOUT THIEU?

‘WILL HE GO ALONG WITH IT?” Ton Son Not yelled.

“DON'T WORRY ABOUT THIEU,” Lu Doc Toy yelled

* back. “HE’LL DO ANYTHING NIXON ASI\S BIM 'l()"’

. @19‘71 Los Angeles Txmca . ; . .
Sk DL _'-\‘:-.53
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- Yoice covertly broadeasts
propagenda to Vietnamese

el - P
P IS
eI T
. -

: By Bernard Zubres

i

x "Wntten for The Christian Science Monitor
" The hews unit of the Voice of America has
. been covertly broadcasting anti-Communist

propaganda to the North Vietnamese since
the beginning of their spring offensive. The
operation was launched on direct orders from
the White House — reportedly over the
protests of the newsroom editors.

.~ The VOA’s news unit is supposed to be as

untainted as possible. News writers are
supposed to have two separate sources of
Information on any story used (if it doesn’t
come from a field reporter). The Voice is

. supposed to be a paragon of objective

reporting, modeled on the British Broad-
" casting Corporation (BBC). ‘

The 18 hours of daily programming beamed
at North Vietnam are intended to weaken the
morale of the North Vietnamese. The shows
include reading the names of North Vietnam-
ese prisoners of war, and any editorial
material from American newspapers eritical

- of North Vietnam.

This propaganda activity is in apparent
contravention of the VOA’s charter which

- calls for news to be presented in a balanced

and factual manner. Propaganda is left for

- the non-news programming. On language

programs other than Vietnamese the VOA
news is generally scrupulous about its objec-

_ tivity.

The VOA's propaganda activity first came
to public attention when the Japanese Gov-
. ernment protested the use of the American
transmitter in Okinawa in broadcasting anti-
North Vietnamese programs. The State De-.

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000900020001-3
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partment flatly, and in good consclence, said
no propaganda programs were being broad-
cast from Okinawa. What the State Depart-
ment failed to say was that the programs are
simply being retransmitted from Okinawa.
They are broadeast from Washington.

The voice has not staffed the operation with
regular employees, because they don’t be-
lieve it will become a fixture. The special
programs are supposed to end simuita-
neously with the termination of the spring
offensive. VOA newsroom editors and man.
agers protested its existence.

The Central Intelligence Agency (CTA) and
military aircraft often drop transistor radios
to the North Vietnamese so they can listen to
the programs. :

Critics of the programs say the broadcasts
probably are self defeating,. The North
Vietnamese can listen to the BBC, Radio
Moscow, French, Dutch, Australian, Korean,
Japanese, and Chinese newscasts. There are
those who say the harm to the VOA news’
reputation {rom these U.8. propaganda pro-
grams under VOA auspices is great.

ey,
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Col. Hogan in Hanoi?

- 1t looks as if Hanoi’s Communist propa-
- gandists have gone astray, again, in charging
Y {hat packages reeeived by American prisoners
Cof war from their relatives at home have con-
" {ained hollowed out peanuts, soap and toys with

messages and a glant-size tube of toothpaste
with a radio receiver in it. !
The accusation is that these and other de-
vices have heen sent to POWs in an effort to
~ enlist them as spies. Spies? From prison cells?

The Palitburo must be iuned in to those
everlasting re-runs of the TV comedy series,
Hogan’s Heroes, who are pictured as World War
1T POWs raising all kinds of hell for the Nazi
war machine from a spy base in Stalag 13.

I’s really too much to believe that relatives
would knowingly endanger their sons and hus-
bands in Communist prison quarters by sending
them materials for spying, Or that the CIA, the
Pentagon or any official of the U. S. government
would do it, considering the futility of such a
. project,

‘The display was shown to the anti-war ac-
. tivists who went to Hanoi to help Hanoi's propa<
" gandists publicize the release of three American
POWs. One of them said, “It looks to us an un-
mistakably professional job.” Meaning, one
supposes, the CIA, The CIA has done some silly
ihings, only revealed when their agents have
been caught, but we’d hate to think the agency
15 as naive as the l{anoi Politburo is in making
‘such charges, and the people who swallow
them, '

S
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Thzs is one of a series of

< articles by the chief Washing-

ton correspondent of the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch, Richard
Dudman, who has relurned
from two weeks in North

Vietnam.

"Long before 1t was bomb-

" ed this year, the catherdral

of Phatdiem was-a routine

:‘showp]ace for foreign visi-

" tors.

North Vietnamese

 leaders wanted to refute the

_idea tbat

:rors of the war for

~they suppress
Catholicisim,

Now the wrecked church
complex has become a high-
priority exhibit of the hor-
such

* yiews as the three U.S. pilots

-

o S g e A

released this week and the

American delegation  that

went to bring them home.
A tour of the area on Sept.

craters within the cathedral
compound.

in two parts, one ¢f them an
ornate stone belfry topped
~with swooping Chinese-style
roofs and human figures as
well as crosses. It was un-
damaged.

Behind it, the huge wood-
en main building, 250 feet
long and 70 feet wide inside,

: had ben batiered by a bomb
* that had struck in a court-

PG

Yyard beside it. Fragments of
tile lay in the pews, and the
wreckage of carved wooden
paneling lay on the floor.

‘-Flagstones from the court-

‘vard lay on the roof, where

- they had ben hulled by the
.- explosion.

R L S ————- - )

. and to

" Two Churches Gutted

To the west, across the
courtyard, two -smaller
churches, St. Joseph’s and
St. Peter’s, both had been
gutted by the blast. A choir
hall had been wrecked by
another bomb that shattered
two walls and the roof.

On the east side of the
main. cathedral, St. Roco’s
Church- had been smashed
by :another bomb. Behind it,
a small all-stone church said
to have been built in 1875

group
religious statues had been'

: removed for safekeeping.

@mhm

SOme of the churches In -

. Christian,
* second atiack came on Aug,

4 showed at least four bomb-

The central Cathedral is

the Toman Catholic com-
plex had been damaged by
the Johnson administration’s
bombing raids of the 1960s.
Officials said they had been
restorecd by the time regular
bombing of North Vietnam
was resumed this year. The
craters and wreckage ob-

served there this month oh-
viously were fresh.

A local official, Pham
Ngoce Ho, vice chairman of
the Kimson district adminis-
irative committee, said that
itwo of the churches were hit
July 24, when six bombs
were dropped on the area.
He said 19 persons were
killed and six injured.

IHo, who said he was not a
reported that a

15, which he said was a reli-
gious holiday—*“the day St.
Mary went up to the sky.”
JAug. 15 was the Feast of the
Assumption. He said {ive
~were killed and three in-
Jured.

. “The Catholies had sev-
eral masses that day, but
they were in an evacuation
church away from here,” he
said. “Four planes came just
before 4 o’clock in the after-
noon. They circled overhead
for 20 minutes. Then they
dropped 10 bombs on the
churches and some houses
next to them.”

Survivors presented

Several victims and survi.
vors of the two attacks were
presented. One of them was
a 12-year-old girl named

. Nguyen Thi Tho, who wore

a St. Mary medal on a string
-around her neck and the
customary white cloth
around her head for mourn-
ing. :

“On Aug. 15, my mother

'was drying rice in the sun.

on the stone pavement near

the church, on the other.

side {rom our house,” she
said. “When I heard the
warning, I got into our shel-
ter., The

explode close by. People
said it hit in the churchyard
on the other side of the

Bokfrefn Foe Refehte.2001/03/04:.Cl

had been there. I ran to the

vplace and found her lying:

American planes’
came, and I heard a bomb:

there. She was already.
dead.”

“Little Tho,” as the Viet-
namese call the girl, is the
“eldest of four children.

Their father, a farmer, now

builds: dikes and digs irriga-

{ion canals, she said.

The pastor of three local
parishes expressed the opin-
jon that the bombing of the
churches was
The Rev. Vu Hieu Cue, 75,
was interviewed in a parish
conference room decorated
with @ crueifix, a defunct
grandfather clock, two sets”
of water buffalo horns and
an elephant’s tooth,

A signon the wall in Viet-

“namese said, “Deep legrcts

at the death of Ho Chi
Minh.”

“T think the Americans
-have suffered heavy failures
on the battlefront and now
are {rying to threaten us by
killing many people,”
said. “And now they are
trying to kill many Chris-
tians and -destroy many
churches in order to arouse
the people against the gov-
ernment.”

If that was the intent—to
turn a potentially dissident
minority group against the
government—he said it had
failed in his parishes.

“Fight to the End”
“These Christians know

very well the crimes com-.

mitted by the Americans,”
he said. “They know that
they must take up arms, and
I know they are willing to

fight to the end even jf the

. war drags on for many

years.” _

He said he was advising
Catholics to dig bomb shel-
ters at their homes and
around the churches. In an-
swer' to a question, he said
he would shoot down an
American " plane if he had
the opportunity. :

Father Cuc said the cnn

gregations of his three par-
ishes totaled 1,650, The num-
ber of crosscs and religious
medals worn by townsfolk

Ar‘?lﬁe thapat!'rel gcgﬂlﬁgg?go

was aboui half Catholic. He

said he did not know how

deliberate. .

he

to

ak@ TG:M of Famed
mmh

many Catholies there were
in all of North Vietnam, but
he said there were 80,000 in
Ninhbinh, province, which
includes the Phaidiem dio-
cese.

Officials in Hanoi said
there were 800,000 practicing
Roman Catholics in North
Vietnam. Some well inform-
ed U.S. government speci-
alists consider that {figure
reasonable.

Whatever difficulties the

"Hanoi governmen{ may lLave
“had in the past with
Roman Catholic minority,
the Catholics now appecar
to be regarded as a loyal
segment of the population.

Officials referred to what
they called a propaganda
campaign by the United
States in 1854 {o try to per-
suade all the Catholics to
move soulh of the 17th par-
allel. They described the
ca{npaign as partly success-
ful.

Reports Disputed

Reports that the Hanoi
government had executed
some 500,000 Roman Cath-
olics in a ruthless land-re-

~ form campaign in 1955 and

- propaganda fabricated

1956 have lately bhecen dis-
puted. On the contrary, it is
said by some students of the
episode, this “bloodbath”
story was a piece of black
by

' persons subsidized by the

U.S. Central Intelligence

_ Agency.

-

In any case, many Roman
Catholics remain in the
North and continue to prac-
tice their religion there..
Their atfendance at daily
mass in large numbers and
their obvious knowledge of
the ritual supported the of-
ficial line that freedom of
religion is permittied.

Whether the Catholics
can be considered {first-class

itse -

v

, citizens in a Communist so- -

ciety is another question. One
bit of evidence suggested

8206013 ™"
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Peking  (Ti—American  anti-
war activists, in Peking with
three prisoners of war released
by North Vietnam, disclosed
yesterday a charge by lanoi
that United Stales packages
mailed to POW's have con-
tained spying devices, rigged
into’ such things as cans of
milk.

The Pentagon called the
charge ridiculous.

The charge was first made
on the American delegation’s
second “day in Hanol Heptem-
ber 17. Hoang Tong, editor of
the official Communist party
newspaper, Nhan Dan, said his
government  was  “‘extremely
upsct by electronic devices hid-
den in packages regularly sent
to prisoners.”

The activist delegation—Cora
Weiss, David Dellinger, the
IRev. William Sloane Coffin and

\// Richard Falk—who wenl fo

Hanoi to get the prisoners,
said they asked for evidence o,
prove the charge. This evi-:
dence, they assert, was dis-:
played Monday shortly before!
the group left for Peking and'
thence Moscow en route to the
United States: .

As described by the delega-

tion, the ncarest thing to an
" “electronic device” secemed to

be material for a radio re-
~ ceiver. '
" A correspondent accompany-
_ing the group did not see the
- display. He had attended var-
_jous meetings wilh the three

relcased POW’s and seven
-other POW’s who were brought
forward for interviews Mon-
."day, but was not advised that
~the alleged espionage materi-
als were to be shown.

- Later Mrs. Weiss told of the
.display and passed on photo-
. graphs which she said the

North Vietnamese had de-
secribed as showing packages|

“and contents sent fo American

.prisoners. |
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““T'oo ridiculous”

A Penfagon spokesman, Maj.
Gen. Daniel James, said when
asked to comment in Washing-
ton: “The charges are too ri-
diculous to dignily by trying to
“address them in detail. Iknow
“of no instance of such actions
“taking place, and I think it is|.
just another of the propaganday
“web that Hanoi is spinning to
obscure the real facts concern-
ing her inlransigent position in
refusing {o negotiate meaning-
fully for our prisoncrs of war.”
From 1he pictures could be
discerned {hree names of al-
leged recipients—Charles  R.
Tyler, of Mesa, Ariz.; Edward
A. Brudno, of Harrison, N.J.,!
and William Robinson, of Rob-
rersonvilte, N.C.

Mrs. Weiss’s group told of
the following: 1

1. An exira-large lube of;
Colgale loothpaste which when'
squeczed. vevealed whal Hanoi
said was a receiving apparatus
with a baliery compartment
and an carpiece.

9. Inside a candy bar were
‘fwo picces of cellulose paper,
cach 2 by 3 inches. with in-
“structions for writing messages
‘that would net be detectable.
The special paper was to be
folded so that it made a sharp
edge, and ihe sccrel message -
was to be written with this
edge, the North Vietnamese!
said. Then, by using a code
word in a normal letter, the
prisoner would tell the person
receiving his letter that there
was a special message fo be
found by special processing of
the paper. : : .

3. A peanut shell that had

heen hollowed out and- con-
tained . a message, and also
cans of milk and instant coffee
‘which ‘Hanoi said also had con-

B R

tained messages. ..t

i 4, A foy hip}ﬂpotamus about

1% inches long, sealed, which
when opened showed an enclos-
ure with raised writing on one
side reading “see secret hiding
place” and on the other, “hold
together, stand up.”

5. A wrapped bar of soap
that had been cut in half,
each half gouged out and con-
taining plastic bags full of cap-
sules said by the North Viet-
namese 10 be used for secret
writling.

One small cellulose shect
was said 1o have asked for
verification of the deaths of
five Amcrican fliers, as an-
nounced by the North Vietnam-
ese, and information about any
others known to he dead.

The same sheet asked recipi-f
ents lo provide any informa-
tion ahout prisoners captured
anywhere in Indochina. The
instructions with this were said
to read: ]

“Identify X reference word
X provide details on letler
writing procedure X. Are you
under constant observation by
gluards or interrogators while
writing hoie  queries? Are
some POW’s not allowed to
write? Do you get to keep your
letters from home? Do POW’s
have access to or confrol of
communications receivers?
What frequencies and iimesj
can you receive queries? If not
available, what critical paris
are needed {o build a receiver?
How effeclive is coverl POW

l communications?”
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But he manaq"c‘ to dfop down and
and yawed in the violent turbulence as contour fly the valley floors, below the
g twin engines strained to maintain 160 “Red radar, and just arnter dawn they
i knots, its Arnerican pilot gripped the tdnded back at their base. They climbed
=_cont|o! with every ounce of strength he . from the plane, their gray uniforms

ou]d muster, and his eyes ached from qu,(erx through with sweat,: -and the pilot

the strain of searching the darkness- muftored for the thousandth time, “There’s gotta
10 avoid the towering Himalayan : -~ : .- .~ 7.0 be an easier way to make a buck.”

v 7" mouniains on each side. I'hn —AG was ancient, but its skin had been polished
h”y d 1 ken off from a secret base over - to ghine like a mirror. Back toward the tail were

i:three hours ago and were threading gmaf blue letters that spelled out “An America.” The
t!wr way east of the Tibetan capitatof.. ... only oiher 5dent;fy|ng marks were the fresh

-Lhasa, long occupicd by the forces -
w=orof Red China. The:r mission: drop ?
sgents and supplies to a band of Tibetan - Throun!u,ut Asia, people have come to |cco:;mze
_'-_guemllag who were still i”*7’t'”(" - thase strange aircraft and their even stranger

i '37mm holcs in the ieft wmg panel

e the Commiunists, Amerzcan pilots. Especially the pilots. You tearn to

The COP“Ot sweating over the air chart . spot them wherever you are. They're the guys

£:in his lap, tried to guide them to'the: m thn ‘gray. Air Force-type uniforms, crushed caps,
drop zone that a mysterious American - ~cowboy boots, with pistols hanging at their.’

fcivilian™ &t their bise had carlier fa
“described. “Hold your course,” he. "
(U'[\‘

°ld""‘ They can be founJ raising hell in the Suzy
2% Wong gection of Hong i{ong or racing motcr
nother two minutes ShOU*d brkcs alonq Tu Do Street in Saigon or joking with tha

: . put us right on.” girls at the Vieng Raitay Club in Vientiana.
The pilot fezchied up, flicking om the *~ =~ They're ihe pilots of the cloak and dagger Air

“get-ready” light to alert the Tibetan - Amenca one of the world’s least known airlines.
- Many are “old China-hands™ who first

-agents who'd be jumping, and the St
plane crew who would kick-the supplies * hnmn ﬂymg for the “outfit” back when mainland
OUt “GO"' he yelled and switched _China belonged to Chiang Kai-shek, They're
. Lot o on the buzzer: thn last of that breed known as '"Oicu@rs of foriune,
Just as the Iast chufe ‘opened, the old : ﬂand thes(, devil- -mayscare maercenaries. wnt
plane was suddenly rocked by deadiy

- & - Communist 37mm antiaircraft fire and

“the pilot cursed to himself, “Goddam— ' - continued

'Ap@ﬂbveﬂ' %NRWH%*MHOQM 'CIA-RDP80- 01601R000900020001 -3
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By Wi!.fred Burchett .

Griardian stajf correspondent

. Paris
President Nixon's real attitude toward the Paris talks on
Vietnam, the pilot griseners-of-war and the Vietnamese
people was xlmr;*!\ revealed at his July 27 press conference
‘finish off North Viewam in an
“hehas been

when he’ sald e contd
Aitdmoon” wete it nat for the * ‘preat restraint’
gxerimg. ) .
~ On July 13, when delepates ook their places around’
‘the Paris conference tabke for the fivst time in two months,
it was clear Nixon still believes thai because the U,
superpower and Vietnam a snail, ecouomically un-
derdeveloped country, the ULS, defeaation can negotiate
from a “posiion of swengih™ and the " DRV-PRG
delegations from a position of weakness. R

U.S. “strenpth” has been shown in the jast {few weeks o
result indevastating defeats on'the bauletizld at Quang Tri
and An Locand in a censure of its bombing of e dikes in
North Vietnam by the Seeretary General of the UN, Kt
Waldheim. .

Saigon  President Neguyen Van ‘Thieu ordered the
provinee of Quang Tri, including its capital city of the
samé name, captured by July 13, Despite paper claims to
the contrary, Thicu's troops were reeling back Irom the
arca on thetarget date, never having entered the city and
not having retaken anything of importance in the rest of
the province. P

Unprecedented hombings

This defeat occurred despite the use on an un-
precedented scale in military history of B-52 bombers and
the big guns of the 7th Ficel to escort the Saigon troops

ctery step of the way. By the Aug. 3 peace talks, the clite.

paratroopers-had been withdrawn, having lost one f\:'ll
regiment—a third of the only parachutist division lost in
one action. The division had already becn severely mauled
in other actions during the past three months.

The citadel in the heart of Quang Tri eity remains in the
hands of the resistance forces and il is now Saigon's single
Maring division that is being cut to picces in the same
arca—all te insurc a prestige victory and give U.S. am-
bassador 10'the talks William Porter a “strong hand” at the
‘nepotiations.

As for An Loc, the battle began there when Thieu or--

- dered Highway 13, connecting An Loc with Saigon,
opened carly this April. Three months fater it is still shut
down and another division—the Third—- is out of action,

The Nixon administration teceived anothier jolt in late

enorts ol RDDRQVELEOF Relagg4 2067703104 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900020001
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outrage at the bombing of (hn dikes, said:

{
£

S.is a.

GUARDIAN

‘wherethe dikes are not directly bombed the nearby
bombmv causes crackmg ol the caxth of the dams and in
\3 this .way the result is the same.’
\" T Waldheim continued: “1 am deeply concerned about
}) this development and T-appeal to stop this kind of bom-
™7 bing, which could lead to enormous human suffering,
" enormous disaster.”
Waldhcini enraged the White IHouse. Nixon promptly
declared the Sceorctary Géneral and other “well in-

tentioned and naive people” had been “taken in” by
Hanoi's statements.

the State Department to hand out a report—prepared

largely by the CTJA—that claimed “no major dike has been

breached. . . . Photographic evidence shows conclusively
- that there has been no intentional bombing of (he dikes.”

points-—allegedly because they were “close to identified
individual targets.” By the end of July DRV radio was
asscrting the, dikes liad been damaged at 60 points.

Waldheim met with U.S. representative to the UN
Georpe Bush, Bush emerged from the tulk "subdued and
troubled,” according 1o one accouut. Bush said the talks
were “{rank and fuil" and “I think the best thing I can do
on the subject is to shut up.”

The ‘k'erclary General's condemmation- of the. dike
bombings is the strongesi"UN censure yet of any U.S.
actions, But he had made other qmrcmcms against the
Victnam war. An earlier memo the Security Council said:
“I feel strongly that the UN can no longer remain a mute

. spectator of the borror of the war and of the rm:l which it
increasingly poses to international peace.” And in a
statement in May he said it was time for the “full
maclinery” of the UN to be used to stop the war.

Pemocratic presidential nomince Sen. George
McGovern (5.13.) said Nixon “s'ooped beneath the dignity
of his office yesterday in bragging that “We could finish off
North Vietnam in an alternoon.!

“The President is again decciving and misleading the
American people,” McGovern said. “And at the same
time, it now bécomes clear he is x"l'nminp the war and
peace talks to try to fit his own election timetable.”

It was Nixen who boasted Mareh 10 Jast year that those’
who think Vietnam is going 1o be a big political issue next.
yegar are making a grave 1ms\.ﬂlculdllon. The trutiyis tha
the Nixon-Kissinger attempt to sweep the Vietnam
question under the rug has turned out to be an abysmal
failure and’iiscalculztion. The barbarous atlacks against
the dikes in North Vietnam are a measurc of Nixon's fury
‘over his great failures.,

“Y¥ust and generous".

At the neace tall\s July 13, Porter ca]led attention (o the
“just and generous” nature of Nixon's peace proposals..
“As you know,” he said, "ihey envisage first of sll Lhe
‘return of all U.S. POWs and an accountmg for those
reported missing in combat.”

‘There was no mention in this most “just and gencrouvs”
proposal ef ‘a reciprodal release of Victnamese POWs
(North Vietnamese and NLIY) wha are lield under the most
barbarous canditions in South Vietnam. This is one more
symptom of the racist nature of the war. The main pointis
that, as with every -other question, Nixon tries to place the
cart before the horse. He tries to extort the most favorable
conditions for the US. while refusing to tackle the
question of the comprehensive political and military

“solution to the war.
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‘The President was clearly put on the defensive. He got

But the report admitted damage had been caused at 12
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iio Assassination

Blocked By CIA

SAN FRANCISCO (UPI) —was still alive at the time e
The CIA opposed a suggested|was working on it. The North
American plot to assassinate|Vielnamese leader died on
Nerth Vietnamese leader I-IOESept. 3,1969.

Chi Minh and tihe a_t{cmpli Smith met newsmen - on
was never made, the author| fhe publication date of '1/
of a history of the intellig-| «0.8.5.: The Secret Histo-

£nce agency said Monday. | vy of America’s First Cen-

4/ K. Harris Smith, whose! {yg] Intelligence Agency”
book deals with the Office of. published hy University of
Strategic Services (0SS, California Pross.
predecessor of the CIA, told:  Smith tells in his hook of
a news conference that he the 0SS backing o Chi Minh
heard aboul the assassina~;(]“ﬁng World War IL.
tion plot from an ex-CIA offi-l  «ppe 0SS felt an emotional
cer but. had no documenta-‘rapport  with Hg,”  Smith
tion. ‘said. “They felt he was fight-

“The plol was conceived ;ing 1o {ree his country from
by a retived high-level ithe Japanese and also to [rec
state Department  official it from colonialism.

" -bul was opposed by the ! “An 0SS medic once saved
CIA divector and was nev- (7o's life in the jungle and
or put inte effect,” Smith {then 20 years later the CIA,
said. hwwhich f{ollowed the 0SS as
The suggestion was consid-' America’s intelligence agen-

cred at the highest levels of cy, apparently saved his life
government ‘and ‘was turned'ngain by its opposition to the
down by the White House atiassassination plot.” ’
the CIA director’'s recom-;
mendation, the writer said.
. “CIA got into the act be-
cause thev were the ones ' '
who would have had to carry
out the plol,” he said. “They
opposed it as politically fool-
ish, stupid and insane.”

Smith said the man who
gave him the information -did
aot say when the plot was
conceived, but that it must
aave been between 1966 and
1969, because these were the
years that {he informant was!
aclive in the CIA. e was in-|
Tuential in both the Johnson!
and Nixon administration,
‘he author said.

Smith, 25, a former CIA
analyst, {old the news confer-
ence he did not use the inci-
dent in his book because Hol

i

— e =

e ek

Approved For; Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000900020001-3



Approved For Release 2001/03/04¢ CUA-RPP80-01601R

Speelal 4o The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 26 -~
The Administration said today
that any damage done {o North
vietnams dike system by Ameri-
can bombing was accidental and
had only “the ‘most incidental
and minor impact” on the sys-
tem.

Repeating what has become
an almost daily denial that
American aircraft are deliber-

U.S. Terms Damageto D

ately bombing the irrigation
system, the State Department
said that any damage to the
dikes was a result of legitintate
.lattacks on military installations
such as antiaircraft sites.

Charles W. Bzay 3d, the de-
partment spokesman, said that
the United States had evidence
to bear out his contention thal
“there has been no new indi-
cation of anything but the most
incidental and minor impact on
the system of levees as the re-
sult of slrikes against military
installations.”

“This is a fact,” he said.

Administration Annoyed

tration has made no secret of
its annoyance and frustration
over the prowing world con-
cern that the American bombing
of North Vietnam might lcad
to catastrophic results during
the current rainy secason if the
dike -system breaks down,

i North Vietnam has repeatedly

In recent days, the Adminis-

aih

R T ]
AN

STATOTHR

ikes Minor and Accidental

Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake,
secretary general of the World
Council of Churches and Secre-
tary General Waldheim of the
United Nations,

President Nixon, Secretary
of Defense Melvin R, Laird,
and Secretary of State William
I, Rogers have denjed that
American aircraft have been
authorized to bomb the dike
system.

But for a month, State and
Defense Department  officials

charged the United States with
systematic  bombing  of
dikes and has invited various
observers io inspect the dikes.

Expressions of concern have.

the:

| .
come from such sources as thc[havc acknowledged — as Mr.

Bray did today-—that some
bombs may have fallen on or
near the carthen levecs along
the Red River, either by in-
advertance or because a mili-
tary target was there,

The Administration made
plans to hold a special briefing
for newsmen yesterday to pre-
sent photographs to butiress
its argumenis but at the last
monient the briefing was not
held. Informed sources said
that the Administration recog-
nized that Hanoi could also
produce photographs.

“"We could show an undam-
aged dike and they could show
one with a crater in it, Or if
they didn’t have one, they
could drop a mortar in it and
make one,” one Stale Depart-
ment official said.

So far, despite the start of
the heavy rainy season, there

Jhave been no reports of any
{looding. The Hanoi press has
printed several articles exhorl-;

ing the population to take part
in the regular summer dike
building program fo prevent a
repelition of last year's flood-
ing, the. worst since 1944,

In another matter, Adminis-
tration witnesses opposed to-

day the ‘adoption of a Scnate
resclution that would outlow
the use of weather modifica-
tion as a means cf war,
Witnesses from  the Anmns
Control and  Disarmament
Agency and the Defense De-
partment refused to discuss the
military uses of weather mod-
ification, asserting that such
information was classified, They
testified before a hcaring of
the Senate Foreign Relations
subcornmittece on eccans and
international environment.
Senator Claiborne Pell, Dem-
ocrat of Rhode Island, the
subcommitiee chairman, said
there was “no doubt in my mind
that the United States has in-
deed heenconducting  weather
medification  operations  in
Southeast Asia.” .
The New York Times re-
ported on July 3 that the United
States Air Force and thn Cen-
tral Intellivence Agency had
conducted cloud-seeding opera-
tions over Laos since 1067,
and over Souih and North Vict-
nam since, 1968, The Pentagon
hras denied-that anoy of ity air-
craft were involved in seeding
over North Vietnam but has re-
fused to discuss operations ¢lse-
where. Cy
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charge from the plant, by uslng excess heat,

as itB energy source.,

Mr. Austin also noted the efforts of Botllers

of Coca~-Cola directed toward achieving &
petter environment. e cited such projects as
recycling centerg in the United Gtates for
the reclamation on one-way glass packages;
ihe collection and recycling of aluminum
cans by Dofilers of Coca~-Cola in Australia;
and the collection for recycling of aluminum
potilc caps in South America, where almost
all of the Company's products are gold in
returnable packages.

Mr. Austin noted also the independent
funding, by his .Company. of a number of
major studies o the total environmental
impact of all its packaging designed to seek
to determine their true cost, from the mining
and extraction of raw materials to the dis-
posal of waste products. That way, he said,
wwe'll be able to make even more intelligent
decisions in the future.”

Citing his Company’s concern not only for
the physical environment, but for the quality
of life, Mr. Austin pointed to the Company’s
efforts toward the development of a protein-

¢ yich, nutritional beverage which could eid
the undernourished, and to the Company’s
efforts in o program in its Florids citrus
operations to upgrade the standard of living
for the migratory type wrokers who harvest
the cilrus.

The ;proein-heverage work, in progress for
more than fqur yeers, is not altogether al-
truistic, MZ, Austin said, “We expect to profit
from this venture. But so will those whose
dlets and llves are improved through our
efforts. Those euterprises which succeed to
the fullest are the very ones which enrich
everyone involved.”

. The Company's farm labor reform proj-
ect, Mr. Austin noted, did not contzin the
profit motive when it was inaugurated: but
today, due to the continuing success of the
activity, thal factor is now a possibility,

AVith its individual components of belter
housing, betler pay and beneciits and im-
proved healih and cducational facilitles,
{he nim of the farm labor program is to
stabilize the ouce migratory labor foree and
to raise the standard of living of the workers
to & parity with other Company employees.

¥ven though Mr. Austin called the pro-
gram “at the beginning of the beginning,”
he noted that with steady employment and
normal incentives, the individual produe-
tivity rate is going up. The cost to the
Company, he sald, for equipment, supervisory
persontiel, iransportation and other suppoi't,
requirements, have diminished surprisingly.
“This translates qulckly into a inore
profitable operation and a better returit on

ﬁl}&ostmcnt.”

PROHIBITION OF GEOPI-IYSIC;‘AL
MODIFICATION ACTIVITY AS A
WEAPON OFF WAR

Mr. PELL. Mr, President, as chairman
of the Subcommittee on Oceans and In-
ternational Environmeng, I have been
very muclh concerncd over ihe unofficial
and unconfirmed reports that the United
States has altempted to modify weather
conditions in Southeast Asia as au in-
strument of warfare.

During the recent Senate recess, &
number of informative articles concern-
ing this subject appeared in-the press.
Among these were articles writen by
Bruce De Silva, in the Providence Jour-
nal and Evening Bulletin; Seymour M.
I{ersh and John Noble Wilford, in the
New York Times of July 3, 1972; and by
Victor Cohn, in the Washington Post of
July 2, 1972.

T'hese articles reinforce my belief that
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all geophysical warfare. In an effort to
achieve this goal, I have scheduled hear-
ings on July 26 and 27, 1972, to receive
testimony on Senate Resolution 281
which I introduced earlier this year. 'This
resolution, which was cosponsored by
Senators BaYi, CasE, COOPER, CRANSTON,
1iarT, HUGHES, HUMPHREY, Javirs, KEN=
NEDY, McGOVERN, MONDALE, NELSON,
SrRVENSON, TUNNEY, and WILLIAMS CX-
presses the sense of the Senate that the
United States should seck the agreement
of other governments to a proposed
treaty prohibiting the use of any en-
vironmental or geophysical modification
activity as a weapon of war, or the carry-

ing out of any research or experimenta-~

tion with respect thereto.

I belicve that the articles referred to
above will be of great interest to a num-
ber of Senators. I thercfore ask unani-
mous consent that they be printed in ihe
RECORD. .

There being no objection, the ilems
were ordered to be printed in the Recorp,
as follows:

RAINMAKING Is TISED AS WEAPON BY us—

CLOUD SEEDING IN INDOCHINA CONFIRMED~—

CuEMICAL ALso EmpLOYED To TOlL RADAR.

(By Seymour M, Ifersh)

WasniNeToN, July 2-The United States
has been secretly sceding clouds over North
vietnam, Laos and South Vietnam to in-
crease and control the rainfall for military
purposes. -

Governmeunt sources, both civilian and
military, sald dwring an extensive series of
interviews that the Air Iorce cloudsending
program has heen aimed most recently at

hindering movement of North Vietnamese
{roops and equipment - anct suppressing

enemy antiaircraft missile fire.

The disclosure coniirmed growing specula-
tion in Congressional and scientific circles
about the use of weather modification in
Southeast Asia, Despite years of experiments
with rainmaking in the United States and
elsewhere, scientists are not sure they un-
derstand its long-term effect on the ecology
of o region. ) -

SOME OPPOSED PROGRAT

Thne weather manipulation in Indochina,

which was first tricd in South Vietnam in .

1063, is the first confirmed use of meteoro=
logical warfare. Although it is not prohibited
by any international conventions on warfare,
artificial rainmaking has been strenuously
opposed by some state Department oflicials.
1t could not be determined whether the
operatlons were being eonducted in connec-
tion with the current North Vietnamese of-~
fensive or the rencwed Americal hombing of
the North, '
EFFECTIVENESS DOUBTED
Beginning in 1967, some State Department
officials protested that the United Stales, by
deliberately altering the natural rainfall in
parts of Indoching, was taking cnviron-

‘mental risks of unknown proportions, Bub

manv advocales of the operation hrve found
Uttle wrong with using weather modifica-
tion as a military weapon.

“What's worée,” one official asked. “drop-
ping bombs or rain?”’ .

All of the officials interviewed said that
the United States did not have the copabil-
ity to canse heavy flooding during the sum-
mer in the northern parts of North Vietnany,
where serious flooding occurred last year,

Qfficially, the White IHouso and State Do~
partment declined comment on the use of
meteorological warfare, “T'his is one of those
things where no one is golng 1o say any-
thing,” one ofiicial suid.

Most officials inferviewed agreed that the
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objectives-——mucddying roads and flooding
lincs of communication, But there were alse
many military and Government ofiicials who
expressed doubt that the project had caused
any dramatic results.

The sources, without providing details, also
said that a method had been developed for
treating clouds with a chemical thal eventu-
ally produced an acldic ralnfall capahle of
fouling the operation of North Viclnemese
radar equipment used for directing suriace-
to-alr missiles.

In addition to hampering SAM missiles and
delaying North Vietnzmese infiltration, the
rainmaking programn had the following pur-
poses: ’ .

(Providing rain and cloud cover for in-
filtration of South Vietnamese commando
and inteliigence teams into North Vietnan.

rServing as a ‘“spoiler” for North Viet-
namese attacks and 1aids in South Vietnam.

tAllertng or talloring the. rain patlterns
over North Vielnam and Laos to &ld United
States bombing missions.

¢fDiverting North Vietnamese men and
material from military operations to keep
muddied roads ‘and other lines of com-
munication in operation,

KEYED TO MONSOON

The cloud-zeeding operations nocessarily

were keyed to the Lwo main monsoon Seasolis
that affect Laos and Vietnam. “It was just
trying to add on to someihing Lhav you
already got,” one officer suid,
.. Military sources said that one main goal
was to increase the duratlon of the south-
west monsoon, which spawns nhigherising
cumulus clouds—those wost susceptible 1o
cloud secding-——over ithe panhandle areas of
Laos and North Vietnam from May 1o carly
‘October. The Jonger rainy season thus would
give the Air Force rnore opportunity to trigger
rainstorms. .

“We were trying to arrange ibe weather
pattern to suit our convenience,” said one
former Government ofiicial who had detailed
knowledge of the operation.

According to interviews, the Central In-
{ellipence Ageney initiated the vze of cloud-
seeding over*Hue, in the northern part of
South Vietnam. “We first used that stufl in
about August of 1963, oune Totmer CLA.
agent said, “when the Diem regiyne was have
ing all that trouble with the Duddhisys,”

“They would just sland mound during
demonstrations when the police threw tear
gas at.them, but we noticed that when the

* rains came they wouldn't stay on,” the Tormer

agent said.

“The ageney got an Air America Teech-
eraft and had it rigaed up with silver jodide,”
he said, “I'nere was another deinonsiration
and we seeded the aren. It rained.”

A similar cloud-sceding was carricd oub
by C.LA. aircrafl in Saigon at least once dur-
ing the summer of 1964, the former agent
sald.

EXPAND TO TRAIL

The Intelligence Agency expanded its
cloud-seeding activities to the Jio Chi Minh
supply trail in Laos sometime in the middle
nineteen-sixtics, a number of Governnicni
sources said. By 1867, the Air Force hud be-
come involved although, as one jormer Gov-
ernment oflicial said, “the agency wus cidling
all the shots.”

“I always assumned the ageney had o man-
date from the White lHouse Lo do iL" he
pdded.

A number of former CIA, and hiph-rank-
ing Johuson Administration officials depicted
the operations along the trall as experi-
mental, ’

The state of the ort had not yel advanced
to the point where it was po sible 1o prodict
the results of a seeding ope Gdion with any
degree of confidence, one CGovertment offt-
cinl said, “We uscd to po out Dyibg arcund
and looking for a certain cloud formition”
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The first man-made snowstorm took
place about 25 years ago in northern
Berkshire County in Massachusetts,
when scientific researchers of the
General Electric Co. dumped some dry
ice pellets into a cloud and produced a
snowstorm over Mt. Greylock. (There
are ‘those familiar with the Pittsfield,

Mass. snow belt who might wonder
. why anyone would want to produce any
' more snow in that area, but there’s no

accounting for the whims of the

doud because it was there).
But siow and rain making have

. made some unheralded advances from
i the days when they were a matter
- depending largely on either witcheraft

or prayer, depending on one’s religious -

. -point of view.

[V

Now we find rainmaking in the news

. again and also find that it has hecome a
 highly sophisticated and effective
~ enterprise. Last week the New York
' Times reported that the United States

has been secretly seeding clouds over
Indochina in an effort to use rain as a
weapon against the Communists. It
seems to have been going on in one
fashion or another since 1963, initiated
by the CIA and then pursued by the Air
Force and Navy, reportedly under
direct White House supervision.

As with the civilian rainmaking
attempts over the past quarter-
century, there is dispute about the
effectiveness of the Indochina
operations. But the more basic dispute
involves the whole concept .of
\“geophysical warfare” — of tinkering

ng with weather

‘scientists. They probably seeded the

. World Weather Watch,

o

~ with the atmosphere in this manner for | .

military purposes.

The Pentagon seems to feel that it
doesn’t matter whether one drops -
bombs or rain. But scientists have
protested that using weather as a
weapon is fraught with ugly poten-
tialities. At best, cloud-seeding is an
unpredictable and.nonselective tactic,
more damaging to civilians than to
combatants. Further, although the
federal government is spending an -
estimated $20 million annually on |
weather-modification research, there :
are no reliable answers to questions
about the long-term impact on regional -
or global ecology. - :

Particularly disturbing to scientists

- is ' the danger ‘that the Pentagon -

ra:nmakers may cripple current ef-
forts to expand and strengthen the
an in-
ternational program of global weather -
forecasting with huge potentialities for
benefiting all mankind. Many of the .
nations now participating are likely to
puil out if they feel that the information -
they are furnishing to the program -
may be put to military use.

Last year the National Academy of
Sciences recommended that America
take the lead in seeking a U.N.
agreement under which the whole field
of weather modification would be put
under international auspices, with a
specific han on its use in war. It is a .
recommendation worth pursuing. And
as a preliminary step the Pentagon .
should be firmly instructed to lock up
the Pandora’s box it has opened in
Southeast Asia.
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A Fair-Weather Profest? .

A minor storm has beon Yiewing in recent

weeks nver reports that the U, & has been tamper-
ing with the weather in Indochina to hamper North
Vietnam's milifary operations.

Several 'Congressnwn. a few scientists and some
members of the anti-war crowd have lodged pro-
fests alleging that the Pentagon is engaging in
crinl and unusual weather warfare, causing floods
and other unpleasantness.

Pentazon spokesmen deny the accusation, in-
siafing that it 15 merely a propazanda plov de-
signed to blame Uncle Sam for monsoons that have
been occurring in Indachina for centuries.

Apparently, howevor, the CIA haz seeded a
few clouds over the Ho Chi Minh trail, But these
rain-making ctforts to hinder Communist supply

and troop inliltration movernents haven't been very
suscessind,

And if ‘the_\' were, would that be so bad? The

-purpoess, after all, scoms to be to curtail the fizht.

ing. And we have noticed that, vear alter year,
there 1s always a Jull in the battle during the mrm-

zoon season (Just as the tyrn-out at anti-war rallieg

is aliways much smaller when it's cold and damj.

Anyway, isn't i more hwmnane to Lt tie
enemy with raindrops, instead of hombs and na-
paln? If they had their wits about them, the pro-
testers should be applauding the CIA's cloud-send.
ing efforiz and wishing them more success in the
futuie,. '

In fact, if the war hasu't ended before thev can

Shinld another anti-war vally in the Common, we

expect to see at least a few signs that read; “Make

Rain, Not War" next time.
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America’s new morality: “What's

_wdf‘ld

- FROM THE SAME people who gave the

the Gatling gun, the A-bomb and plastic
shrapnel we now have, once again, a new, im-
proved way of making war.

The U.S. Air Force and the CIA can now
make it rain on your parade, whether that
parade is a military convoy on the llo Cbi
Minh Trail or a political demonstration in
Saigon (or Louisville?).

.We understand the Nixon administration’s

‘unwillingness to brag about the cloud-seeding

operations that the United—Stateshas-been

conducting in:Indochina, Any. bragging.iow-—-
-or-even any -admission that such operations

have, indeed, taken place-—would make it ap-
pear that Defense Secrztary Laird lied to the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee last
month when he was asked about Air Force
rainmaking dctivities. The Secretary said,
“We have not engaged in any over North Viet-
nam.” '

Now at least a dozen present and former -

military and civilian officials tell The New
York Times that our pldnes have seeded
clouds over North Vietnam at least as late as
1971—and over Laos, Cambodia and South
Vietnam as well. :

In addition to damaging Secrelary Laird’s

impeccable credibility, premature admissions =
to rainmaking might also lose Mr. Nixon the:

votes of those environmentalists, if any, who
still take him seriously when he puts on his
Smokey the Bear hat and proclaims himself
hard to beat at admiring and prolecting
Mother Nature. .

Yor it appears that Mr. Nixon, who rarely
hesitates to rush in where angels and Demo-

- crats fear to iread, has outrained—as well as

- tions 1n 1967,

outbombed—the - previous  administration,
State Department- protests that our tinkering
with Indochina’s rainfall was taking environ-
mental -risks of unknown proportions appar-

ently. persuaded former Defense Secretary.

McNajnara® to call -off - cloud-seeding’ opera-

‘words 'of “onk " pro-rainmaking
“What’s worse, dropping bombs or

But, in the
rain?y
Added ingredient possible

If we overlook the fact that Mr. Nixon and
his generals (or perhaps, as seems to be com-
mon, the generals without Mr. Nixon’s con-
ts_ent) are dropping both, it's a fascinating ques-
ion. :

The: residents of our drought-stricken
Southwest probably would reply that bombs
are worse than rain. However, the citizens
of Rapid City, S.D., or our eastern seaboard
might not, agree.

A
mouths atA rQMﬁ&

bombs or ra

tempt the people of Rapid City to ask a few
more ' questions about- that cloud-seeding ex-
periment that was conducted in the DBlack
Hills on the day their city was flooded and
scores of their friends and relatives were
killed. : :

The anonymous official's question also
prompts a second question: Is the destruction
wrought by our bombing in Indochina as in-
diseriminate as that wrought by the forces
of -nature? If it is, then we’ve been licd to
again about the pinpoint accuracy of our at-

“tacks on war-supporting “ifidustries and sup-

plies in North Vietnam, in which our “smart”

bombs always seem to demolish our targets

but leave the civilians unharmed. 1f it isn't,

7

then the rain could be far worse than the’

bombing—especially during the two monsoon
seasons when, as an official explained, the
cloud-seeding amounts to “just trying to add
on to something that you already got.” One
thing the Indochinese peoples have got during
those seasons is the strong danger that they’ll
be wiped out by floods. And it's a safe bet that

the soldiers in that American Special Forces

camp that received seven inches of rain in
two hours, courtesy of a CIA blunder, didm’t
laugh.

In addition to sizable quantities, the Ameri-
‘ cans, never content to let nature go unim-
I proved-upon, can now deliver two kinds of

rain—either the plain, old-fashioned variety

or a new, improved rain with an extra secret

ingredient. This new rain, accerding to- one
source, has “an zcidie quality to it and it
would foul up mechanical equipment—like
radars, trucks and tanks.”

We're left to wonder whether it damages
other mechanisms, suca as humans and trees.
But. even if it doecn't, we hope the White
House reserves the faricy rain for.export only.
If our government begins using rain to break
up political demonstrations, as the CIA did
in S#igen when the Diem regime was totter-
ing, we hope the protestors will be spared the

. additional indignity' of having to hitch-hike

home. i o

Richard Jordan Gatling, the inventor of that
primitive machine gun that we see used with
such effectiveness against the Indians in
Western movies from time to time, hoped that
by developing such a terrible weapon he
would make men more reluctant to resort to
arms. If meteorological warfare fulfills its po-
tential, Mr. Gatling’s dream might yet come
true. Our future disputes may be settled by
a few wizards—heads of state, maybe—at con-
trol panels, instructing Mother Nature where

and

he
ve

There'll no need of arms then,
“World War” will have a new meaning.

1
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Some Viet Dikes Hit

- WASHINGTON - (UPI) ~, The CIA declined commént on v
Softening previous flat U.S. de-| hhe reports, which indicated the
nials of Hanoi’s claims, Defense jEXPeriments were conducted in

. . past dry seasons along with
Secretary Melvin R. Laird has|P2 g
acknowledged American;omer .U S. efforts to hinder

supply-truck tovements from
warplanes may have damaged i : ' ;
some .flood control dikes in North Vietnam to Communist

. troops in Sputh Vietnam and
North Vietnam. \Cambodia.

Laird charged, however, that!
most of the claims result from &
deliberate effort by Hanoi to
duck responsibility for failing to
repair the dike system ade-
quately after disastrous
monsoon floods a year ago.

North  Vietham’s dikes
themselves have never been the
target of U.S. bommbs or rockets,
Laird said Thursday. But he
said in certain cases dikes may
have suffered damage during
altacks against antiaircraft
weapons firing from them or
supply convoys traveling down
roads built on them. ,

Laird said U.S. pilots are
allowed to fight back apainst
antiaircraft fire ‘“‘wherever it
comes from,” including from
emplacements on the dikes. He
said he considers this proper,
but implied it docs not happen
often. .

Other defense officials said
they saw no inconsistency be-
.tween this policy and the presi-
‘dential order against attacking
dikes. Although the dikes are
prohibited as targets, these of-
ficials said, neither are they in-
tended to be sanctuaries for
Hanoi’s war effort.

}LairtiAél(nowledges
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The very phrase “war crimes” is tabu in Wash-
ington because it fits the deeds of the Administra-
tion, military, CIA and other circles. It cannot he
said that they can claim to be unaware of their
crimes. Their mancuvers give them away.

The National Academy of Sciences last year
issued a statement urging the Nixon Administra-
tion to sponsor a UN resolution “‘dedicating all

- weather modification efforts to peaceful purposes
and establishing, preferably within the framework
of international non-governmental scientific organ-

‘izations, and advisory mechanism for consideration
of weather-modification -problems of potential
international concern.”
The request has gone unheeded. :
Pell, with 13 other Senators, has filed a resolu-
tion calling on the U.S. to join in a treaty outlawing
*any use of any environmental or geo-physical mod-
ification activity as a weapon of war, or the carrying
out of any research or experimentation with respect
thereto.” . :
Pell has so far drawi Zero attention from the
Nixon Administration. But that does not mean il is
-indifferent to the issue. What it means is that it is
opposed Lo it,
: The proof is that at the recent Stockholm world
conférence on the environment, sponsored by the
UN, the U.S. delegation managed to have inserted a
weasel-worded limitation into a rccommendalion
calling on all governments to ‘“‘carcfully evaluate
the likeliliood and magnitude of ¢limatic effects” as

a result of weather modification. :

The U.S. delegation insisted on adding “to the
maximum extent feasible.” According to the New
York Times (July 3): **Officials later acknowledged
that possible military use of weather modification
was the basis for the amr endment.”

It was not “‘possible military use” that was the
consideration, but actual use. Used in 1983, rain-
making wastaken up by the CIA.

“We first used that stuff in about August of 1963,
when the Diem regime was having all that trouble
with the Buddhists,” a former CIA agent is quoled
by Hersh as saying. Notice, Buddhists.

Rain-making activitics "were expanded in the
following years and by 1967 the Air Force was in-
volved. The Joint Chicfs of Staff in February 1967
proposed wider use of rain-making to the White
House. Operations were kept super-secret hecause
even calloused war-makers felt it “might violate
what we consider the general rule of thumb for an

- illegal weapon of war — something that would cause
unusual suffering or disproportionale damage,”
according to a foriner State Departiment official. He
sai also there was ‘“‘concern because of possible
ecological risk. . L e
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Not only were efforts made to produce deluges
of rain, but special types of rain, such as an acidic
rain to foul radars, trucks and tanks.

In 1971, the program was under the dircet con-
trol of the White House, but the operation was kept
secret from all but a few because it was so dreadful
and foul a deed. The Department of Defense refused
to give information. o o

“This kind of thing was a bomb, and Henry (Kis-
singer) restricted information about it to those who
had to know,” a Government official told Hersh.

The horror of this inhuman warfare is intensificd
by the danger that it may be combined with the de-
struction of dikes, flooding all of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam — and its people, down {o the
babies. The last time there was a flood, two million
people died of starvation.

While warfare unrestricted by law or human or
moral considerations is conducted in Indochina, the
Commerce Department’sNational Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration is establishing riforous
regulations for weather modification in the u.s.
with fines up Lo $10,000 for violations. This contrast
indicates in its own way the genocidal character of
the U.S. aggression in Indochina. :

e

Lying, of course, accompanied the secrecy in .
which this hideous ‘“‘scientific advance’ was cloth-
od. In April, Sen. J. William Iulbright asked.Sec-
retary of Defense Melvin Laird why the secrecy.
Laird replied: “*We have never engaged in that lype
of activity over North Vietnam’ — but the U.S. had.
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FAXE ALTERNATIVE:

The working of the war-maker’s mind is a
wonder fo behold. The calloused .indifference to
human values is stunning, :

When it became known that the U.S. military
and CIA had been using rain-making devices in
Indochina since 1963 in their drive to win the
war, one Administration official (unnamed by the
reporter) asked: “What's worse, dropping bombs
orrain?” .

- These are not alternatives; both are destructive.
That a real alternative exists — neither bombing
nor spreading genocidal destruetion by precipitating
deadly rains — apparently never entered his mind.
L —LOUISE MARTIN, Bronx, N.Y.

J
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By BRUCE DX SILVA
Former Navy Secretary
John H. Chafec and the White

House hoth refused comment
vesterday on
Journal-Bulletin- and  New
York Times reports that the
Pentagon has seeded clouds in
Southeast Asia for military
1easons.,

Dave Sweet, a member of
Mr. Chafee's Senate cam-
paign staff, said Mr. Chafee
will entertain questions on the
matter at his® press confer-
ence lomorrow morning “‘and
not before then.”

The New York Times yes-
ferday gave the first indica-
tion of Navy participation in
the seeding project, which is
be]ie\'ed to he predominantly

a Centryl Jnfollweme Agency
dml Air Yoree aperition,

The Times quoted a “well
informed source” as saying
that Navy scienlists devel-

*oped a chemical which when
deposited on clouds produces

arn acidic rain that fouls radar
equipment, trucks, lanks and
other mechanical equipment,
The Times story implied, but
did not state, that this chemi-
cal has been ugsed in South-
east Asia.

Sen. Claiborne Pell, Mr.
Chafee's November opponent,
has said he believes the Unit-
ed States has sedded clouds in
Southeast Asia for military
reasons, :
. Press aides with the Pres-
ident at the Western White
House in San Clemente, Calif.,
yvesterday took two hours to
scrutinize a list of seven ques-

fxtions submitted earlier in the

lay by the Journal-Bulletin.

ls!‘hc While House then' re-
fm‘red the questions to Jerry

Fyiedheim in the Pen-
tapgon’s publie aflairs office.
When asked. if this meant
that the President would not
comment at all on the matter,
a press aide, who asked not to
"be_ quoled by name, sald

w.

. “'Yes, it docs.”

.
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The New York Times yes-
terday quoted an
former high-ranking

as saying that the weather
modification  activities  over
Soullieast  Asia  have heen

under the direct control of the
White Touse since 1971,

My, Fricdheim, reached in
his Pentagon office vesterday,
said the ‘United Stales has
never cheaged in rainmak-
ing activitics over North Viel-
nam. they were the same
words used by Seccretary of
Defense Melvin 1, Laivd dur-
ing n confrontation with Sena-
tor Pell and Sen. J. Willium
Fulbright, 1>-Ark, in a Senate
forcign  relations  commitlee
hearing several months ago.

[lowoever, Mr,  Friedheim
said, It can't enlarve on
that'! when asked if rainmok-
ing aclivities have heen car-
vied out in South Vietnam,
Cambodia or Laos,

When asked about the .S,
capability to produce acidic
rvainfall, Alr. Friediwim re-
plied: I have no knowledge of
that." -

Thies News Kervice
Washinzton -- Two former
high-ranking  officials  of the
Johnson  administration  said
vesterday that Robert S. Me-
Namara, while Secrctary of
Defense, specifically  ordered

M N.Y.

* the Air Foree to slop all rain-

making late in 1967, well be-
fore its first use in North Viet-
nam,

But

other  officials,

served in both the
and Nixon administrations,
said they reealled no such
cJearcut order. '

1t was notl elear whether
MceNamara's order was dis-
oheyed, ignored or -- as one
official svggested ‘‘there was
a kind of slippage” in putting
it into effect.

According to a number of
povernment sources the rain-
making program apparently
has grown in importance in

the last few years, The two of-!

ficials of the Johnson adminis-
tration hoth recalled the rain-
muaking  efforts to be little
.more than eoxperimenis con-

[JJ 1] leO‘;

unnamed -
official

whag-

4
Jolmson

‘pn.llment official sdid,

STATOTHR

Jepeajed State Departmoent
_ protests about the project led
10 a re-evaluaiion by the Pen-

a former Defense De-
“and

fagon,
MceNamara killed i)'’

“Ie had reservations ahout
it,” the former official added,
“There was a distinet fecling

that we were dealing with
something shady --- something

that could cause ftroable
case people were killed  be-

Ceause of it
A former  highanking  in-

telliyrence oificial sin
called in an interview that
“the echnical  possibilitics
were briefly exploved and it
was deecided that it not he
~used.” )

These official recoliections
-— {hat the program had been
stopped by the end of the
Johnson administration -— were
disputed by a number ol Nison
adminisiration olficials,

One well-informed  govern-
ment source said tant he had
recelved  reaular,  poit
monthly, top-sccret reports on
operations from 1947 until he
left the government in 1971
Jle said specifically that e
had received the documents
without interruptioin.

A former " high-ranking
Toree official who alzo served
“in hoth administraiions  said
that it was his ‘“‘recollection
that there was no cleareut
line of demarcation. regarding

the effective cutoff of thé pro-

gram.,”

“Within  the various en-
claves of the government,”
the official added,
inter pretations and interpretas
tionsg - excn of White Ilousc
orders,’

“Don’t forzet that the poo—
ple who are espousing the
progrmm feel that it is great,”
he said. “And il's clear that
ym can affect weather,”

terruplions

iilarly re--

Wps

Alr

“there are’

the confinuation
of the program in the frnce of
strentious  government  objiec-
tiens, the former official also
said; .
“The fact is that the thing
did go by fits and siarls, There
ware holds and delayvs and in-
and reinterpreta-

Discussing

{ions. These - thines we very
complicated when they're so
sensitive,

4
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Department sources, The New |

. York Times News Service yes-

* lerday reporied new evidence
ihat the Pentagon is changing
the weather over Southeast
Asia for military reasons.

~ In & story by Seymour M.
Hersh, the reporter who first
broke the story of the My Lal
massacre, the Times said the
United States first began
-seeding  clouds to increase
rainfall over Hue in the north-
ern part of South Vietnam in
1963,

- According to a former CIA .
official, the action was taken -

.« 1o prevent Buddhist demon-

. strations in that city against
. the South Vietnamese govern-
© ment, the Times reported.

“They would just stand
- around during demonstrations
. when - the police threw tear
¢ gas at them, but we noticed
* that when the rains came
they wouldn't stay on,” the
. former agent is quoted as
.-saying. '

The story repeats, as first

. reported in the June 25 Provi:

~ dence Sunday Journal, that
-seeding operations were
begun “in the mid 1960's 1o
"ecreate  heavy rains which
+ washed out portions of the Ho
Chi Minh Trail and impeded
©infiltration of supplies and
- men to the South.

¢ Sen. Claiborne Pell said late
- last month he strongly ‘be-
lieves the United States is

* Asia for'military reasons.
" . Reached - at his home last,
night and Informed of the
Times story, the Senator said -
. “This  provides additional
. foundation for my own belief,

a belief that I have advanced
< for several months, that these
activitics have been conduct-
¢d by the United States.”

The Senator is planning
* Senate hearings for later this
summer -‘on  his proposed

Approvedikar:REfese 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900020001-

} weapon of war,

seeding clouds in Southeast .

ver Vietnam
By U.S. Charg

- By BRUCE DeSILVA
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Clouds

.In addition to impeding infil-
tration, the Times reporied
that the Pentagon rain-making
program has the followibg pur-
poses:

@ To provide rain and cloud

cover for infiltration of

South Vietnamese comman-
dos and intelligence teams
into North Vietnam.

To scrve as a “spoiler” for
North Vietnamese attacks

@

and raids in South Viet-
nam.
@ To divert North Vietnam-

ese men and malerial from
military operations to keep
muddied roads ard other

lines  of communication
opern.

The  Times quotes a
“former  high-ranking’ -of-

ficial”’ as saying that by the
end of 1971, the program was
under the direct control of the
White House.

Henry Kissinger, the Proes-
ident's special adviser for na-
tional security, felt the pro-
gram was politically sensitive

" and ordered it kept a sceret

from all but a handful of ad-

ministration officials, the of- .

ficial is auoted as saying.

The  Times quoled a “well
informed source” as saying
Navy scientists developed a
new chemical agent effective
in warm stratug clouds that
produces an acidic rain capa-
ble of fouling ‘“‘mechanical
equipment —- like radars,
trucks, and tanks.”

The story implies, but does
not say, that the chemical
was actually used over the
North.

The Times reports that of- :

ficials - interviewed said the
United States did not have the
capability to cause heavy
flooding during the summer in
the Northern parts of North
Vietnam last year. The flood-
ing destroyed crops- and re-
portedly killed thousands,

STATOTHR

—However, Sen. ‘P&l and
David . Kcaney, a membhor of
the Senate foreign relations
committee's professional
staff, 1old the Journal they
believe the United States does
have that capability and was
responsible for {he floods.

In a letter to Senator Pell
last year, Rady Johnsan, the
assistant secretary of defense
for legislative affairs, said the

- Pentagon has the power. {o

increase rainfall by up to 50
per cent.

A 50 per cent increase in
the torrential monsoon raing

of the region could obviously

have a cbnsiderz;ble effect,

e At ol




.and suppressing enemy antiair-

“lgressional and scientific circles

tried in South Vietnam in 1963,

STATOTHR
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g Is Used

Chemical Also Iimp

iCloud Seeding in Indochina Confirmed—
]

lIoyed to I'oil Radar

WASHINGTON, July 2—The
United States has been secretly
seeding clouds over North Vi-
etnam, Laos and South Vict-
nam 1o increase and control the
rainfall for military purposecs,

Government sources, both ci-
vilian and military, said during
‘an ‘extensive series of inter-
views that the Air Force cloud-
secding  program  has  been
aimed most recently at hinder-
ing movement of. North Viet-
Jhamese troops” and equipment

craft missile fire.
The disciosure confirmed
growing speculation in Con-

about the use of weather mod-
ification in Southcast Asia. De-
spite years of experiments with
rainmaking in the Uniled States
and clsewhere, scientists are
not sure they understand its
long-term effect on the ccolog
of a region.

Some Opposed Fropram

The weather manipulation in
Indochina, which was {irst

is the first confirmed usc of|
meleorological . warfare, Al-
though it is not prohibited by
any international conventions
on warfare, artifical rainmak-
ing has been strenuously op-
‘posed by some State Depart-

By SEYMOUR M. HERSIH

Spectal to The New York Times

“Whal's worse,” one official
asked, “dropping  bombs or
rain?” , :

All of the officials ‘inter-
viewed said that the United
States did not have the capabil-

ity to cause heavy flooding dur-

ing the summer in the northern
parts of North Vietnam, where
serious {looding occurred last
year,

Officially, the White Ilouse
and State Department declined
comment on the use of mele-
orological warfare, “This 13 one

of those things where no onc)

is poing to say anything,” onc
official said.

Most  officiale suinlervieveed
agreed that {ihe sceding had
accomplished one of its main
objectives — muddying  roads
and flooding lines of communi-
cation, But there were also
many military and Government
officials who cupressed doubt
that the project had caused any
dramatic results.

'The sources, withou! provid-
ing details, . also said that a

method had been developed fort

treating clouds with a chemical
that -eventually - produced an
acidic rainfall capable of foul-
ing the operation of North Viet-
namese radar equipment used
for directing surface-to-air mis-
siles.

ment officials.
"It could net be determined
whether -the operations were
being conducted in connection
with the current North Viet-
namese  offensive  or  the
renewed American bombing of
the North. '
Effectiveness Doubted
Beginning  in 1967, some
State Department officials pro-
Jtested that the United States,
by deliberately altering the nat-

ural rainfal in parts of Indo-|’

chinga, was taking environmen-
tal risks of unknown propor-
itions, But many advocates of
the operation have found little

wrong with uAp prli’ObteduOEl

In addition to Thampering
SAM  missiles  and  delaving
North Vietnamese infiliration,

the  rainmaking program
the following puiposes:

EProviding rain and cloud
cover for infillration of Scuth
Victnamese commandn and in-
tethgence  teams  into  North
Victnam.

€Serving as a “speiler” for
North Victnamese attacks and
raids in South Vietnam.

CAltering or  tailoring

had

the

nam and Laos to aid United
States bombing' missions.

© EDiverting North Vietnamese
men and material from military
operations to  keep muddied
roads and other lines of com-
munication in operation.

1

iication as a military weapen.

necessarily to tie

.y h, LR
WEre Keycoca

rain pattcrns cver Noth Viet-!

two maimn monsoon seasons that

affeet Laos and Vietnam. “It
was just trying to add on {o
;something  that  you  already
o, one officer said,

Military sources said that one '

main goal was to increase the
duration of the southwest mon-
soon, which spawns high-rising
cumulus cleuds —— those most
susceptible to cloud seeding-—
over the panhandle arcas of
Lgos and Nerth Vietnam from
May to carly’ October, The Jong-
er rainy season thus would give
i the Air Force more oppor{un-
ity 1o trigger rainstorms.

“We were trying to arrange
the weather pattern {o suit our
convenicnee,” said one former
Government  official who lhad
detailed knowledge of the oper-
fation,

i According fto interviews, the
P Centra) Intelligence Agency in-
Jitiated the use of cloud secding
;over Hue; in the norithern part
of South Vietnam. “We first
used that stuff in about August
of 1933,” onc former
agent said,. “when the Diem
regime was  having all that
trouble with the Buddhists.”

“They would just stand
around  during  demonstrations
when the police threw tear gas
at them, but we noticed that
when  the. rains came they
twouldn't stay on,” the former
ragenl said,

- “The agency pot an  Ai
tAmerica  Beecheraft and hac
it rigped up with silver jodide,”
he said. “There was anothier
{dernonstration and we sceded
the area. 1t rained.”

i A similor cloud-seeding was
carried out by C.I1A. aireraft in
Salgon at Jeast once during the
summer of 1964, the former
agent said. )

Expanded to Trail

b The Intelligence Agency X!
‘panded its cloud-seeding activi-
tics 1o the Ho Chi Minh supply
trail in Laos sometime in the,
middle nineteen-sixtics, a num-
ber of  Government  sources
said. By 1967, the Air Force
had become involved although,
as one former Government of-
ficial said, *“the apency was
calling all the shots.” :
“I"always assumed the agen-
¢y had a mandate from the
White House to do it he
added.
- A number of former CIA, and
thigh-ranking Johnson Adminis-
tration  officials  depicted . thie
.operations along the irail as
iexperimental, ‘
. The state of the art had not

et advanced to the point where
It was possible to predict the
ircsulls of a sceding operation

with any degree of confiderice,

“We used to
‘rarpund and looking for a cer-
tain cloud formation,” the offi-

C.LA.

one Government official said.||
go out flying|

v Ol AT i
sseven inches of rain' in twol
thours on one of our Spocial
{Forces campy,” ‘
Despite the professad skeptis
;cism on the part of some mem-
ihers of the Johnson Administra.
‘ion, milifary men apparently
took tha weather modification
propram much more serivusty.
According (o a  document
contained in  the Pentapon
pepers, the Defense  Depad-
ment’s secret history ofthe war,
weather modification was one
of seven basic aptions for step-
| ping up the war that were pre-
v sented on request by the Joint
Chiefs of Stafi {n "the White
House in late February, 1967,
The document described the

eather program over Laos.—
//f(i'icirz!}y Lknown s Operation
lop-Eye~—as  an attempt “to!
ireduce trafficability along infil-
tration routes,” .

Authorization Needed

It - said  that  Presidential
‘authorization was “required to
implement operational phase of
weather  modification  process
previously  suceessfully
and evaluated in sanie arca.”
The brief summary concluded
by stating that “risk of con-
promise is minimal.”

A similar option was cited
n another 1367 working docu-
ment published in the Pentugon
papers, Neither attracted any
immediate public aticntion,

The Laos cloud-sceding op-
crations did provoke, hoveever,
a lengthy and  bitter, albeit
seeret, dispute inside the John.
son Administration in 1967, A
team of Sfate Department at-
torneys and officials protested
that the use of cloud-sceding
was a dangerous precedent for
the United States.

“I felt that the military and
agency hadn’t analyred it te
letermine iF it was in our
interest,” one official who wag
involved in the dispute sald.
He also.was concerned over
the rigid secrecy of the project,
he said, “although il might
have been all right to keep it
seeret 'if you did it once and
didn’t want the precedent to
become known.”

The general feeling was sum-
marized by one -former State
‘Bepartment official who. said
he was concerned that the
rainmaking “might violate what
we considered the gencral rule
of the thumb for an illegal
weapon  of  war—something
that would cause unusual suf-
fering or dispropriate damage.”
There also was concern. hel

]addcd, because of the uttknown
ecological risks.

A Nixon Adminlstration of-
ficial said that he believed the
first use of weather modifi-
calion  over  Noith Vietnam

i

1
t

ralit was increaserd
continugy
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 BY WAYNE THOMIS
[Aviation Editor) .
) {Chicaso Tribune Press Service]

SAIGON, Viet Nam, June 14
—Hanoi broadcasts infrequent-
ly, mention “works of sabo-
teurs” in North Viet Nam's
panhandle, and Saigon's ver-
nacular press occasionally re-
port odd litlle aircraft acci- )
dents with nonmilitary planes‘
in mountainous regions ofn
Laos, Northwestern boulh Viet
Nam,; and sometimes in North-
eastern Thailand.:

These are mere pecks by the
general public at a {remen-
dous submerged ‘‘iceberg” of.
clandestine operations continu-
ously and now increasingly
carried out against the Com-
munist North.

These actions probably nev-
er will be disclosed in full de-
tail but it can be said respon-|
sibly that today they constitute |
an important phase of thisi
Southeast Asia battle, -

1t is a silent war.-It is car-

ried out by special forces and !
by mercenaries. Il is a hit- |
and-run war in which unils are |
airlifted or sea borne deep into |
North Viet Nam for demolition
missions, for seizure of prison-
ers, for probing forays, and—it
now is -understood—for accu-
mulation of information on]
American prisoner of war camp
locations.
. This type of action has been
taking place in the North Viet-
namese panhandle {rom the
Demilitarized Zonel to  well
north of Vinh during the last
60 days.

Tnto L

CHICACD TRIBUNE

w/\vi.
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An increasing series of such
raids have come from the sea-
coasts and from helicopter air-
bridge links in Laos and Thai-
land to points where damage
can be done or information ob-
tained from the North Viet.

{ namese, it was learned from

reliable sources.

Communist broadcasls from
Hanoi in the past have used
“saboteur” in an ideoligical
sense, Now they are referring
to actual dynamitings by these
raiders. They specialize in tar-
gets which are too difficult for
bomhers to identify from the
air, or are oo well hidden to
be spotted by aerial photozra-
phy. They also carry out a
traffic in agents not otherwise
possible under present condi-

) tions.

Size, Dirration Vary

Reports filtering from Cc%/
tral Intclligence Agency an
" associates  military establish-
ments indicate such raids may
vary from 20 to scveral hun-
. dred men. They may stay in
i North Viet Nam from, a. few
minutes to 24 hours.

Mercenaries  cnlisted  for

"'such secret actions include

Furopeans, Chinese, Malays,
Japanese and Americans. The
oerations are carefully
planned and surrounded by the
tight security.

The CIA now believes the
lavge-scale, American attempt™
to free prisoners from a camp
hear Hanoi a year ago failed

because of a sccurity leak

Whlch resulted in a prlsonm
shift.

The raiders are heavily ar.
med. Not one opcration has
failed, and none of the raiders
have been (rapped, according
to informed sources,

Casualties among these spe-
cial forces have been low. Pay
scales are said to be “guilc
high” and morale among {hese
specialists in demolition, elec-

tronics sabotage, and interro--

gation is very high. The men
regard themselves as an elite
COrps.
Financed by CIA

" The mysterious, CIA-financed
Air America civil flying fleet
seems to operale on a super-
national basis across Cambo-
dian, Thai, Laotian, and South
Vietnamese: borders. It has
had a part in some of this
work. However, much of {he
work is being done by mil-
itary detachments, temporarily
posted to the special forces.

The military establishment
here generally - attempts  to
suppress mention of this side
of the war for a number of
reasons, with security as'a,mst
enemy knowledge being "the
least important. The M)rth Vi-
etnamese are [ully aware of
the nature of the CIA-directed
and financed special opera-
tions. -

1t is known that after each

such raid all civilians and mil-,

itary personnel in the North
who have had contact with the
raiders are subjected to rigor-
ous and lengthy questioning by
Communist secret police and
political commisars.

The U, §. forces seck to hide
the clandestine side of the war
to prevent embarassment to
Thai, Cambedian, and Laotian
governmental departments,

It is recognized by American
leaders that such concealment
is merely *‘token” but is re-
quired in certain diplomatic

STATOTHR
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Sabeteurs Hurass
North’s Panhandle
Iy WAYNE THOAMIS

Flamj Hereld-Chicego Tritune Wire
SAIGON — Hahol infre-
quently broadcasts mention
“works of saboteurs” in
North Vietnan'’s panhandle.
Saigon's vernacular press
occasionally reports odd lit-
tle aircraft accidents with
nonmilitary planes in moun-
regions  of  Leos,
northwestern Souvth Vietnam,

. and sometimes’ in northeast-

crn Thailand.
These are mere pecks by
the general public at a tre-

" mendous submerged icebarg

of clandestine operations
continuously "and now in-
creasingly carried out

~against the Communist

riorth. )

These actions probably
never will be disclosed in full
detail, but it can be said re-

sponsibly that today {hey
constitute an  important
phase of this Southeast Asia
- hattle,

Itisa sxlent war, It is car-
ried out by Special Forces
gnd by mercenaries. It is a
hit-and-run  war in  which
units are airlifted . or sea-
borne deep into North Viet-
nam for demolition missions,
for seizure of prisoners, for
probing forays, and — it now
is understood -— for accumu-
lation of xnfmm'mon

THE MIAUT HERALD
16 June 1972

American prisoner of wari
camp locations. _

THIS TYPE of action has
been taking place in the
North Vietnamesz panbandie
from the Demilitarized Zone
to well north of Vinh during
the Jast G0 days.

An increasing . number of
such raids has come from the
seacoasts and from helicop-
ter ajr-bridge links in Loos
and Thailand to points where
damage can be done or infor-
mation obtained from the
North Vietnamese, it was
learned from reliable sources.

Cormmunist breoadeasts
from }anoi in the past have
used “saboteur” in an idco-
logrical sense. Now they are
referring to actual dynamit-
ings, These raiders specialize
in targets that are too diffi-
cult for bombers to identify
from the air or are oo well
hidden to be spoited by acri-
al photopraphy. They also
arry out a traffic in agents
not otherwise possible under
preseat conditions.

LETORTS FILTERING |
from the Central Intelligence’
Agency and associated mili-
tary establishments indicate
that such raids may vary
from 20 to several hundred
men. They may stay in North
Vietnam from a few minutes
{0 24 hours.

IMercenaries conlisted  for
such secret actions include
Europeans, Chinese, Malays,
Japanese and Americans, The
operations are carefully plan-
ied and surrounded by the
tight security.

The CIA now believes that
he large-scale American at-
tempt io {ree prisoners from

camp necar Hanoi a year

ago failed because of a secu-

nLy leak, which resulted in a’
prisoncr shift,

The rajders are heavily
srmed. Not one operation has
failed. And none of the raid-
ers has been trapped, accord-
ing to informed sources.

" Casualtics among  these
special {orces have been low.
Pay scales and morale are
said to be quite high.

THE MYSTERIOUE, CIA-

' financed Alr America civil

flying fleet scems to operate
cn a supernational basis
across Cambodian, Thai, Lao-
tian and South Vietnamese
borders. It has had a part in
some of this work. llowever,
much of the work is being
done by military detach-
ments temporarily posted to
ilie Special Forces

The military establishment
here generally attempts to
suppress mention of this side

of the war for a number of

reasons, with security
apainst enemy  knowledge
being the Jeast important.
The North™ Vietnamese are
fully aware of the nature of
the ClA-directed and CIA-fi-
nanced special operations,

It is known that after each
such raid all .civilians and
military personnel in the
north who have hLad contact
with the raiders are subject-
ed to rigorous and lengthy
questioning by Communist
secret yolice and ponhcal
Commmissars.

J
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‘Saboteurs Raid N. Vietnan

v By b. L. Ronk
Special to The. Washington Post
VIENTIANE, Laos, June
. 14—Use of Laotian territory
/iand- spegially recruited As-
ian mercenaries for CIA-
sponsored esplonage and
sahotage missions in North
Vietnam has heen confirmed
here by American sources
close to the operation.
¢ - The missions are originat-
"ing from a number of small
mountaintop sites in north-
ern Laos within 30 miles of
the North Vietnamese bor-
~ der. The guerrilla troops are
! {ransported by unmarked
/ Alr Ameriea planes.

- The existence of the guer-
rilla missions inside North
Vietnam was first reporied
in Saigon earlicr this week.
Such missiens were known
1o have been initiated in
early 1960s, but were not re-

garded at the time as very
effective and were apparent-

ly suspended after the 1968 .

hombing halt. .
Highly {rained mountain
_tribesmen irom northern
" T.aos and some Thai mercen:
aries with long experience
;/in special operations are
‘- gaid here to make up the
{eams. Most of the guerril-

. las are said to speak Viet- Cheng, according to the sOUr- {aehes it to a thin line which

- namese, some fluently,
Officially, the Air Amer-
.“jea management in Vienti-
ane is unaware that the com-
- pany’s pilots or planes are
Sflying - such missions. Air
. America is a quasi-private
~airline under contract with
U.S. government agencies,

Pilots used on the espio-
nage-sabotage mission flights
are carefully selected and re-
ceive special pay for hazard-
ous duly by a “white envelope
system.” This means that the
money received is not account-
‘able or traccable, even for tax
purposes, sources say.

.. Official U.S. spokesmen in
Vientiane decline to comment
on the operation, butl informa-
tion pieced together from

.,AmeriA(fi) proved ForRe

.here Indicates that virtually

inaccessible CIA - mainfalned
bases in J.aos are used to
train, house, and transport the
guerrillas,

Nant Yu, the CIA’s most se-|

cret base in Laos, situated in
northwestern Isos necar the
town of Ban Houel Sai, is re-
ported to be the primary {rain-
ing center,

Nam Yu was formerly a
base for intelligence teams
being sent into South China
to report on telephone and
road traffic, a program dis-
continued last year when
President Nixon accepted an
invitation to visit China.

From Nam Yu, the guerril-
las are moved to the l.ong
Cheng arca 80 miles north of
Vientiane where they continue
to train, ‘making forays into
the surrounding mountains in-
side Laos on lower-level recon-
naissance missions for season-
ing and practical exmerience
in avoiding capture and inflict-;
ing, harm - on Communist
forces.

Many of the potential Norlh
‘Vielnamese infillrators are
“weeded out” during this
training period, sources say,
. Resident newsmen here have
heen unable to visit Long!
Cheng in recent months.
Jump-off points {for the
guerrillas  are considerahly
cast and northeast of lL.ong

ces, most being tiny hilltop
positions hardly known to
exist, A major polnt of de-

parture is said to be at Bouaml

Long, sometimes called “the
fortress in the sky,” about 40
miles northeast of Long Cheng,’
a base the Communisis have
-never been able to wrest from
its Meo defenders,

Practical tralning exerclses
are also conducted at Bouam
Long. Communist radio hroad-
casts frequently note the pres-
ence, capture or killing of
commandos from Bouam Long
in the Sam Neua area of north-
cast Laos, Caves in nearby
mountains contain the head-
quarters of the Communist-
supported Laotian rebels,

The highest priority, how-
ever, is given to missions that

move inte North. Vietnam;

where they conduct sabotage,
espionage and propaganda
missions in that country’s lcast
inbabited and defended arcas.

and types of guerrilla aclion
is not available here. :

the CIA is distrusiful of many
! claims made by the guerrilla
infiltrators and frequently
equips the units with cameras
so they can photograph them.
selves at targetls. The photo-
graphs prove the missions
were carried out, and provides
intelligence data for CIA
analysts.

one specially equipped twin«
engine Otter plane, said to
carry half a million dollars

worth of radio and elecironic
gear for pinpoint navigation

Because of the twin Otter's
virtual silent operation as it
passes close over the ground,
its short {ake-off and landing
capability, and the load it can
carry, its basic function has
been the clandestine inser-
tion, pickup and resupply of:

lease:2001/03/04-c GEA

guerrilla missions,

There are also reports of
guerrillas being snatched from
enemy-occupied terrilory by a
hook dangling from rescue
aircraft. The guerrilla on the
ground inflates a large balloon
with lighter-than-air gas, at-

is then attached to a harness
ha fastens to himself. The res-
cue craft passes over the bal-
loon, hooks on and hauls him
up. ) . .
.‘Qualified sources here say,
meantime, that they believe
that such espionage missions
will be increased in northern
Laos, #nd may be resumed
inside China itself, to sabotage.
war material that—because of
the mining of Haiphong—is
expecled to flow increasingly
through China’s Yunan Prov-
ince and the Laotian Province
of Phong Saly on its way into.
North Vietnam.

Precise information on targets,

and Jocating of ground forces.|

It is known, however, thai" s

Each mission uses at least!

{
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Commando

on North Vietnam

. ‘Mercenaries’ (CIA recruits?) . .
hit supply and transport lines .

By Daniel Southerland

Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor .
: Saigon

United States-hired commandos are mak-
ing unannounced raids into North Vietnam,
according to U.S, sources in Saigon.

The sources said the raids are being
made against North Vietnam’s supply and
transport systermn, mainly in the country’s
southern panhandle, by - “Asian merce-
narjes.” Most of the commandos are be-
lieved to be recruits-of the U.S. Central In-
télligence Agency in Laos,

Many of the commandos are being in-~
serted into North Vietnam by unmarked
aircraft, the sources said. But according to
one report, some have been slipped into
North Vietnam on boats.

The sources said the raids are being
staged from a “neighboring country,” un-
doubtedly meaning Laos: But it was thought
that bases in Thailand might also be in-
volved. '

Targets spotlighted

Truck parks and supply depots are among
the targets, the sources said. .

The CIA had organized sabotage and in-
telligence raids into North Vietnam in the
early 1960’s, but these were believed to have
met with little success.

In early 1964, the raids were stepped up
and came under the control of the U.S. Mil-
itary Assistance Comimangd in Saigon. Some
of the details of those raids were disclosed

. in the.“Pentagon papers” published last

year. :
The raids were apparently “suspended

" after the bombing halt in 1968,

.

§
/

The renewed raids are no secret to the
North Vietnamese. Hanoi publications such
as Quan Doi Nhan Dan (People’s -Army)
have made at least half-a-dozen references -
over the past few weeks to “puppet ranger
groups” making raids in the north. .

Publication warns - '

The armed forces _publication recently
warned that the United States is “attempt-
ing to conduct surprise attacks by infantry .
or commandos in vital areas to sever our
transportation to the front line.” .

In another issue, Quan Doi Nhan Dan said

temmimen 1o ABPIGHSAE S REfeA%E 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900020001-3

groups."’

raols

TGt present, along with using aireraft and
warships to . . . attack us, the Nixon clique

is maneuvering to continue to use rangers.

to carry out sabotage activities in the north,”’
the paper said. “These activitiegs are aimed
at sabotaging our communications Jines and
military and economic installations. '

STATOTHR
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“They use aireraft, boats, and rubber rafts

to land these rangers or send them across
the borders. Their basie plot is to land
secretly, quickly carry out sabotage activi-
ties, and then withdraw quickly.”

But it added that “sometimes they leave

behind a small number of rangers to carry

“out activities for a long time.”

Although the North Vietnamese publica-
tion called the raids “desperate,” activities
which “cannot escape being appropriately

- punished,” there is no evidence so far that

the Communists have had much success
in stopping them. . )

‘Along with the bombing, mining, and
commando raids, the United States has also
resumed the dropping of propaganda leaflets
over North Vietnam, . )

The Voice of America hus increased its
broadeasts to North Vi tium from a pre-
offensive level of 6 ncvrs day to a current
level of 13 hours a day. _ -

~ 0
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How We Sank into Vietnam

Joseph Buttinger

O ne of the most puzzling questions future
historians will have to deal with is why the

" United States cver got involved in the con-

.temporary struggle for Indochina that has

been going on since 1945. Did the consid-

-erations that determincd the course of
"American foreign policy after World War 11
.make this involvement inevitable or could
it have been avoided in spite of the tensions
‘that arose after 1945 between the West and

the so-called Communist bloc? On this point,
‘opinions will probably always remain .di-
vided, but those who believe that no other

_course could have been chosen without dam-

age to the West -or the United States would
do well to consider the following:
(1) »o Indochina war would have taken
‘place if France had not insisted on recstab-
lishing its control over Victnam, Cambodia,
rand Laos after these countrics had gained in-
dependence following the Japanese surrender
in 1945; ' A

(2) it is questionable that the United

" States would ever have reached the point of

even considering intervention in Vietnamese

- affairs. if it had refused from the beginning

to support the recstablishment of French rule
in Indochina. '
Xt is indeed oné of the important conclu-
sions of the Pentagon Papers “that the Tru-
man Administration’s decision to give mili-
tary aid to IFrance in her colonial war against
the Communist-led Vietminh ‘directly in-

. volved’ the United States in Vietnam and

‘set’ the course of American policy.” 1

Yet this decision was made only in 1950,
after the victory of Communism in China
and the recognition of Ho Chi Minh's regime
by the Soviet Union and Communist China.
It would never have come about had it not
been preceded by the decision made by the
victorious Allies at the Potsdam Conference
-of July 17 to August 2, 1945, which gave
the French not only a free hand but also
Allied support for the reconquest of Indo-
_china, This Potsdam decision, supported only
by the British under both Churchill and At-

tlee, might n&tp }g.'yg\l;gc |tiakc: f
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Roosevelt had still been alive. It was op-
posed by Nationalist China under Chiang
Kai-shek and certainly not favored by Stalin.
Vigorous American opposition to it would
probably have led to the acceptance of
Roosevelt’s concept of a United Nations
Trusteeship for French Indochina as a first
step toward full independence. :
Surprisingly on this crucial point the con-
clusion of the Pentagon Papers is that Roose-

velt “never made up his mind whether. to-

support the French desire to reclaim their

-Indochinese colonies from the Japancse at

the end of the war.” 2 In view of the forceful
statcments Roosevelt made against the re-
turn of the French to Indochina to his Scere-
tary of State Cordell Hull and to his son
Elliot, as reported in their memoirs,® this
conclusion must be regarded as erroneous.

There has been much speculation about
the question whether American massive mili-
tary intervention in Vietnam might not have

been avoided if President Kennedy had been

alive. It is .unlikely that this question will

ever be answered with any degree of cer-

tainty, But it is probable that Vietnam after
1945 would have expericnced a period of
peaceful evolution toward independence, un-
der a regime not unlike that of Tito’s Yugo-
slavia, if Rooscvelt had lived and succeeded
in imposing his anticolonial solution for In-
dochina. Nor is it far-fetched to assume that
Roosevelt would not have disregarded the
appeals of Ho Chi Minh, in at lcast eight

letters to Washington in 194546 for United -

States and United Nations intervention
against French colonialism.4 “There is no
record . ., that any of these appeals were
answered.” ® Not until pablication ef the
Pentagon Papers did the American public
hear of the existence of these letters,

Yet the Truman administration’s policy
toward Vietnam rcmained ambivalent for at
least the first threc years of the Indochina
war. On the one hand, the U.S. “fully rec-
ognized France’s sovereign position,” as Scc-
retary of State George Marshall said in a still
secret State Department cablegram sent to

STATOTHR
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A Discussion

The publication of “confidential” materials has incvitably given rise
to a debate concerning a number of different but related problems:
To what extent do the revelations contained in the documents throw
light on events or policy decisions with which they deal? To what ex-
. tent, if at all, does the publication of the information contained in the
documents jeopardize the processes of executive decisionmaking?
How can the conflict between the public’s right to know and the ex-
ecutive’s need for confidentiality be reconciled? the editors of the Po-
litical Science Quarterly have in (Lo past published a number of arti-
cles dealing with the issuc of access to governmental information and
the terms on which that access is made available, notably, Adolf A.
Berle’s and Malcolm Moos’s reviews of Emmet John Hughes, The
. Ordeal of Power (PSQ, LXXIX, June 1964) and Theodore Draper’s
i ~ review of Jerome Slater, Intervention and Negotiation: The United
States and the Dominican Revolition (PSQ, LXXXVI, March 1971):
The recent publication of the Pentagon Papers has given the contro- * ’
versy new wrgency._U.S. Senator George McGovern of South Dakota, - /

ey

candidate for the Democratic parly nomination for president, and
Professor John P. Roche, from 1.966-68 special consultant to President
Lyndon Johnson, were asked by the cditors of the Political Science
Quarterly to'review the Pentagon Papers and to debate in print the
political and legal issues to which their publication has given rise.

I

Publication of the Pentagon Papers has raised a storm concerning
the right of the press to publish classificd government documents.
But the contents of the papers are so sweeping in their disclosures
of official suppression of the realities in Vietnam, so revealing
of the disastrous, secretly conceived policies and practices whlch
led us into this tragic war, that it is impossible—in fact it misscs
their true significanco—to discuss them in such abstract terms.
The integrity of our democracy is profoundly involved, not.
only in the constitutionsl sense with respect to the warmaling
power, but in the basic sense of the reality of government by pop--
wlar rule. 1t is axiomatic with us that a free pcople can remain .
free only if it is enlightened and informed. 1t is axiomatic with
us, as well, that a {ree press is essential 1o the creation and main-
tenance of an enlightened and mformcdﬁwcop]c A press which

Approved FarRelease 2001/0:3/04 .+ GiA-RD @Qrms%ﬁomaeoozoom -3
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‘Duplicity on Vietham

The comments on “Nixon's Peace Spec-
tacular” in the March Progressive were ex-
“cellent, It is a bit misleading, though, to
emphasize that “virtually every itemn in his
plan had previously been proposed by the
United States, and all had previously been
rejected by the other side.” The important
point is not that the proposals have all
been rejected in recent years: the impor--
tant point is that necarly every item was
accepled-—by Tla Chi Mindy, in ST

is onr steadfast reluaal 1o obaerve that
Tagreement that makes it diffionlt for the

Vietnamese to helieve us non,

We now affer 1o repeat some of gt
promises which we’ have boen japaine.
but repeat them in preathy soeabened oo,
amder civeumstances whirh make  theoy,
aarthless,

The Victnamese are acntely avare. .
even | though  we  like 1o farpet o qha
[dnfernational  agreemente involving  the
United States are marde meaninglesg hy the
activities of the CIA, which operates ir\/
ccomplete disvegard  of intemnational aw,
specific Aveaties, declarationg of principle,
or tradition. In 1934, it violated the
Geneva aceords as soon as they  were
signed, by smuppling in tons of prohibited
military  supplies, sahotaging North Viet.
namese railways and bus lines, and hunting
down those who had been prominent in
the strogple for Vietmamese independence,

At present, the GIA is placing major
emphasis on “Operation Phoenix™—-a pro.-
gram for subsidizing the assassination of
individuals suspected of being part of “the
Vieteong infrastructure.” On July 19, 1971,
ww;z_ﬁ(;qll>y, who had directed the
program for the CIA, testified that it had
killed 20,587 suspects since 1968, and that
the program was being stepped up. Pre.
sumably, therefore, we have managed to
murder at least 30,000 Viethamese by now.

Since Victnam is less than one-tenth the
“size of the United States, this is equivalent
to slaughtering more than 300,000 Amer.
icans, as far as political impact iz con.
cerned, Would Nixon really insist that the
1972 election was a fair one if the Dem-
ocrats were allowed to assassinate the
300,000 most prominent Republicans be-
fore November?

William Palmer Taylor
Hamilton, Ohio .
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sult of startup problems at Litton's new
facility. In terms of concept and design,
Litton has taken & revolutionary ap-
proach to shipbuilding that if successful,
would greatly improve both efficicney and
costs in our shiphuilding industry. How-

_ ever thus far the experience of Litton has

resulted in neither increased efficiency or
lower costs.

In Cctober 1968 Litton won a contract
for 7 merchant marine ships including
four container ships for the Farrel Line.
Three weeks after launching, the super-
structure of the first Tarrel container
ship sank by % inch. There is no doubt
the Farrel Line is very dissatisfied with
the shoddy construction on the ship and
delays In its dekivery.

_There have also been significant labor
problems at the Pascagoula facility. Dif-
ficulty has been accounted in recruiting
both skilled labor and managerial per-
sonnel. The turnover rate at the new
west bank facility has been twice that at
the old east bank facility reaching levels
as high as 50 percent pcr year. Litton
has also undertaken a inajor recruitment

program of skilled managerial personnel

which I understand has been quite suc-
cessful. -
In addition to labor problems, there

have heen production problems ab thg

yard forcing the movement of some ship
from the new west bank yard to the east
bank .facility. Several -of the merchant
marine ships which initially were sched-
uled to be built in the west bank yard
are now being constructed on the other
side of the river. In addition, some of the
LHA ships have been moved to the old
yard and some DD-963's may he con-
structed in. the older and traditional
facility. ’
In sum, Mr. Speaker, we have a huge
mess on our hands, The Navy chose dur-

-ing o 13-month period to pour more than

$3 hillion for 39 ships into a brand new
and untested shipyard. The result thus
far has been nothing less than disastrous.
Cost overruns, delays, and now a series
of complex negotiations between the
Navy and Litton have been the -result.
It is no secret that now Litton expects
a major increasc in the cost of the LHA
program.

It is my hope that the Navy will an-
swer all these serious questions that I
have raised during the next several
weeks. It is also my hope that the Navy
will hold Litton to its original contract,
and not grant huge price increases to
Litton. The Navy and the Congress must
resist the temptation to bail Litton out.

The letter to Mr. Staats follows:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, D.C., April 17, 1972,
Mr. ELMER STAATS,

comptroller General' of the Uhnited States,

General Accounting Oflice, General Ac-
counting Opfice Building, Washington,
D.C.

. DEar MR. StaaTs: I am writing to you to
request the General Accounting Office un-
dertake a study of escalation charges in the
30 ship DD-963 program, In its latest Se-
lected Acquisition Report (SAR) for the DD~
963, the Navy estimates that the cost of
escalation will be $309.6 million. In the same
report the Navy also indicates that it has
revised its method of computing escalation

and the result has been an increase of $136.5
miliion in estimated cost growth. Later in the
same report an increase of $456 million as
recorded “due to including contractors esti-
mate of escalation”, Apparently there is &
dlscrepancy in the estimate of escalation cost
by the Navy and Litton of approximately
$145 million.

Specifically, I hope that the General Ac-
counting Office will evaluate:

1. Has Litton Industries realistically evalu-
ated the escalation charges for the DD-963
program? Are all the costs reflected in the
$455 million the result of escalation and cost
growth? .

2, Why is there a discrepancy of $145 mil-
lion between the Navy's estimate of escala-
tton and Litton’s estimate of escalation? Is
the Navy including escalation charges under

other items in the Selected Acquisition Re-

port (SAR)?

I also hope that the General Accounting
Office will be able to determine if all of the
escalation estimates by both the Navy and
Litton Industries seem to be reasonable and
within guidelines established by the Bureau
of Lahor Statistics. -

A member of my staff, Willlam Broydrick,
is ready to discuss detalls of the studies with
any member of your staff. .

Thank you very much for your cooOpera-

ion. .
Sincerely, -
: LEs AsPIN,
Member of Congress.

THE BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Under a
previous order of the. House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. ABzUG) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mrs. ABZUG. Mr. Speaker, the Ameri-
can people have made it clear time and
time again that they want this Nation to
get out of Vietnam and to get out now.

They want this withdrawal to include
not only our men, but our planes, and
our bombs, too. ’

They want it to be contingent solely
upon the release of our prisoners of war.

They do not want it to be contingent
upon the continued existence of the cor-
rupt Thieu dictatorship or upon the de-
struction of the North Viethamese people
and nation.

It has been so long since the will of
the American people -became apparent

.that it is truly incredible to see this ad-

ministration reescalating the death and
destruction and returning us to the dark
days of 1967 and 1968.

The Pentagon’s own studies have
stated that massive bombing of the North
has no noticeable effect upon the fiow of
supplies to the South. Why then are we
bombing? The fact of the matter is that
Vietnamization has been an abject fail-
ure, as it was doomed to be from the be-
ginning. The South Vietnamese military
is rio better able to defend itself from
the people of Vietnam than it was 2, or
2, or 10 years ago. Mr. Nixon, recogniz-
ing the political impossibility of recom-
mitting American ground forces to this
futile conflict, thinks that if he devas-
tates North Vietnam from the air, he

will somechow secure the position of the

Thieu government. There is no. other
coriceivable reason for his action. The
Defense Department’s own studies show
that the bombing will not stop the flow
of supplies, and will, therefore, be of no
use in “protecting’” the American troops
who remain in Indochina.

Mr. Speaker, this morning's New York
Times carried an editorial which notes
that: i

Every new air raid means more pilots shot
down and captured.

Since it is clear at this point that our
prisoners will not be returned while we
bomb North Vietnam and maintain a
substantial military presence

mary interest in the POW’s is their use
as pawns, for his actions only scrve to
prolong their detention and to increase
their numbers. The Times editorial is
an excellent one, and I wish to read.it
in full at this time: 2
{From the New York Tifnes, Apr. 17, 1971]
OF BLOOD AND SLOGANS

_ Slogans ¢an have a fateful significance.

Taking office in 1969 on a pledge “to end
the war and win the peace,” President Nixon
made a fateful decislon concerning the true
content of that vague but beguiling cam-~
paign slogan. “Winning the peace,” he de-
cided, meant that an anti-Communist Gov-
ernment had to be consolidated in power In
South Vietnam. Otherwlise the “peace” would
be lost because additional military effort by
the Communists would soon bring them the
victory they have long sought.

Since the United States and its South

- Viethamese allies had not conclusively de=

feated the Communists on the field of bat-
tle, there was no immediate visible way to
“win the peace” in Mr. Nixon’s special sense
of that term. As a result, “ending the war”
had to be indefinitely postponed and the
subtly but significantly different objective
of “winding down the war” had to be substi-
tuted. Even this phase had to be defined In
 special sense. The war itself was not wound
down: on the contrary, it was eéxtended to
Cambodia and Laos and American bombing
greatly lncreased. What was “wound down"
was the scale of American involvement in
the ground fighting.

When these special Nixonlan interpreta-
tions have been decoded, that 1968 promise
“to end the war and win the peace” trans-
lates into ordinary English as a promise "to
continue the war untll the enemy concedes
defeat and accepts American peace terms.”

Would the American people have accepted
Mr. Nixon's leadership four years ago if they

.had understood the true Import of his slo-

gan? The uestion is unanswerable. What can

be sald is that the Communist forces in Viet-. '

nam afe not prepared to accept Mr, Nixon’s
special definitions. The bloody fighting of the
iast ten days demonstrates that the war was
not ended.

South Vietnam’s Army has been able to
achieve nt least & temporary stalemate bub
on terms that have ominous implications for
long-term American involvement, Only mas-
sive American hombing, including heavy raids
in North Vietnam itself, enabled the South
Vietnam forces to halt the Communist ad-

vance. And it is the precarious position of

South Vietnam’s embattled forces that hns

ted to the weekend's American escalation of

the air war near Haiphong and Hanol.

If American air support on a large scale
is the essential prerequisite for staving off a
South Vietnam defeat, the United States

‘may be fighting an air war in Southeast Asia

for several more years—on and on into the
indefinite future in an elusive effort to “win”
an ever-receding “peace.” :

America’s involvement in the Vietnam
war cannot be satisfactorily ended until this
country obhtains the release of its prisoners
of war. Every new air rald means more pilots
shot down and captured. The numiber of
American prisoners steadlly grows. Thus, ev-
ery raid not only brings death and devaazta-
tion to Vietnam but postpones the epd of the
war, .

\. . .
¥
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O ' . Tlle Washmgton Merry-Go-Round
, By Jack / Ande)son . i
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Government red tape and
1secrecy '~ rules ‘have kept
thundreds of documents on
prisoners of war in Saigon for

jup to two years while the
POW tamilies waited and won-
4dcred about their loved ones.

1" One classified data includes
reports of Vietcong prisoner /
- interrogations, CIA memos,

© 4 Army intelligence papers and
#other fragments of military in- . .
‘formation gleaned from the : .
field in Vietnam.

Interwoven with genuine se-i .
i erets are such innocuous facts .
4 as the location of POWs, thei
k condition, orders given fodt
{their protection and even an
intriguing plan to buy freedon,
for some prisoncrs through
Fdouble agents. .

Although the White House
has paid lip- service to the
iPOWs and their families, it
did not unlock the files until
the casc of Szt. John Sexton
came to light. His family
~, fearcd he was dead, although
) U. S. intelligence authorities
7 had held,a letter from him for
two years which said he was
alive. i

To head off more “Sexton : R
cases,” Defense Secretary Mel . ,
1Laird ordered a housecleaning
of old POW data. This brought
ibales of documents to Wash-
ington from U. S. intelligence
files'In Saigon.

The suppressed documents
. included nothing so dramatié
as the Sexton letter. Neverthe,
less, some of the details, if re]
leased sooner, would have
' {1 spared the news-starved Eamy
lies months of anguish.
. To the credit of the Army
' causalties section handling the
data in Washington, once a
new fact was discovered it was
telpehoned to the family, or in
some cases an officer flew to
ithe, POW family’s home to )
Lbrief them. . . . T

ey

e
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IN THE MIDST OF WARS:
An American’s Mission

1o Southeast Asia

by Edward Geary Lansdale
Harper & Row, 386 pp., $12.50

Reviewed by Jonathan Mirsky

1= With the exception of the Pentagon
Papers, Edward Geary Lansdale’s
rnemoir could have been the most valu-
able evewitness account of the inter-
nationalizing of the Indochinese war.
Lansdale, a “legendary figure” even in
his own book, furnished the model for
the Ugly American who, from 1950
through 1953, “helped” Magsaysay put
down the Huk revolution in the Philip-
pines. le then procceded to Vietnam

where, between 1954 and 1956, he stuck

close to Ngo Dinh Diem during Diem's
first shaky years when Washington
couldn’t make up its mind whom to
tap as the American alternative to Ho
Chi Minh. Lansdale’s support insured
Diem as the f{inal choice for QOur Man

in Saigon. While the book’s time span

is, therefore, relatively brief, the period
it covers in the Philippines and Vict-
nam is genuinely important.

There is only one difficulty with In
the Midst of Wars: from the cover to
the final page it is permeated with lies.
That Harper & Row finds it possible
to foisi such a package of untruths on
the public—and for $12.50!—scveral
months after the emergence of the
Pentagon Papers, and years after the
publication of other authoritative
studies, exhibits contempt for a public
trying to understand the realities of
our engagement in Vietnam.

The lic on the jacket describes Lans-
dale merely as an OSS veteran who
spent the years after World War IT as a
“career officer in the U.S. Air Force.”
In the text Lansdale never offers any
explicit evidence to the contrary. In-
deced, on page 378—the last of the text—
he states that at the very timc Diem
was being murdered in Saigon, “I had
been retired from the Air Force.”

For all I know Lansdale drew his pay
from the Air Force and, as the photo-
gmphs. in his book attest, he certainly
wore 1its uniform. This is irrelevant,
L'ansdalc was for years a senior opera-
tive of the Central Intelligence Agency;
on page 244 of the Departmment of De-
fense edition of the Pentagon Papers,
Lansdale, two other men, and Allen

on January 29, 1954,

Why is this important? Because if
therc is one word Lansdale uses re-
peatedly it is “help”—and he uses it
personally, simulating a Lone Ranger-
like urge to offer spontaneous assist-
ance. Thus, the first day he ever saw
Diem, “. . . the thought occurred to
me that perhaps he needed help. ... I
voiced this to Ambassador IHeath, ...
Heath told me to go ahcad.” The in-
formal atmosphere continues when
Lansdale, upon actually mceting Diem,
immortalizes him as “the alert and
eldest of the secven dwarfs deciding
what to do about Snow White.”

Further desires to serve inform Lans-
dale’s concern for the “masses of
people living in North Vietnam who
would want to .., move out before the
comrunists took over.” These unfortu-
nates, too, required “help.” Splitting
his “small team” of Americans in two,
Lansdale saw to it that “One half,
under Major Conein, cngaged \/n
refugec work in the North.”

“Major" Lucien Conein, who was to

play the major role the CIA had in the
murder of Diem in 1963, is identified in
the secret CIA report included by the
Times and Bceacon editions of the

Pentagon Papers (see SR, Jan. 1, 1972)

as an agent “assigned to MAAG [Mili-
tary Assistance Advisory Group] for
cover purposes.” The sccret report
refers to Conein’s refugee “help” as
one of his “cover duties."” Ilis real job:
“responsibility for developing a para-
military organization in the North, to
be in position when the Vietminh took
over . . . the group was to be trained
and supported by the U.S. as patriotic
Vietnamese."” Conein’s “helpful” teams
also attempted to sabotage Hanoi's
largest  printing  establishment and
wreck the local bus company. At the
beginning of 1935, still in Hanoi, the
CIA’s Conein infiltrated more agents
into the North. They “became normal
citizens, carrying out ecveryday civil
pursuits, on the surface.” Aggression
from the North, anyone?

Lansdale expresses particular pleas-
ure with the refugece movement to
the South. These people “ought to be
provided with a way of making « fresh
start in the free South. ... [Vietnam]
was going to need the vigorous par-
ticipation of every citizen to make a
success of the noncommunist part of
the ncw nation before the proposed
plebiscite was held in 1956.” Lansdale
modestly claims that he “passed atong”
idecas on how to wage psychological
warfare to “some nationalists.” The
Pentagon Papers, however, reveal that
the CIA “engineered a black psywar
strike in Hanoi: leaflets signed by the

Pules RSV & POt RelasE 2000/00/04 € ARDRB(30

‘

ow to behave for thc Vietminh take-

. anol. region in early
October [19547 including items about
property, moucy reform, and a three-
day holiday of workers upon takcover,
The day following the distribution of
these leallets, refugee registration
tripled.”

he refugees—Catholics, many of
A whom had collaborated with the
French—uwere settled in the South, in
communities that, according to Lans-
dale, were designed to “sandwich”
Northerners and Southerners “in a
cultural melting pot that hopefully
would give each cqual opportunity.”
Robert Scigliano, who at this time-
was advising the CIA-infiltrated Michi-
gan State University team on how to
“help” Diem, saw more than a melting
pot:

Northerners, practically all of whom are
refugees, [have] preempted many of the
choice posts in the Diem government. . . .
[The] Diem regime has assumed the as-
pect of a carpet bag government in its
disproportion .of Northerners and Cen-
tralists . .. and in its Catholicism. . . . The
Southern people do not seem 1o share the
anticommunist vehemence of their North.
crn and Central compatriots, by whom
they are sometimes referred to ag un.
reliable in the communist struggle, |, |
{While] priests in the refugee villages hol(f
no formal government posts they are gep,.
erally the real rulers of their villages and
serve as contacts with district and prg.
vincial ofticials.

Graham Greene, a devout Cafholic,
observed in 1955 after a visit to Vier.
nam, “It is Catholicism which has
helped to ruin the government of Mr,
Diem, for his genuine piety has been
exploited by his American advisers
until the Church is in danger of sharing
the unpopularity of the United States.”
Wherever one turns in Lansdale the
accounts are likely to be lies. He re.
ports how Filipinos, old comrades
from the anti-Huk wars, decided to
“help” the struggling Free South. The
sponilaneity of this pan-Asian gesture
warms the heart—until one learns from
Lansdale’s own secret report to Presi-
dent Kennedy that here, too, the CIA
had stage-managed the whole business. y
The Eastern Construction Company
turns out to be a ClA-controlled
“mechanism to permit the deployment
of Filipino personnel in other Asian
countries for unconventional opecra-
tions. ... Philippine Armed Forces and
other governmental personnel were
‘sheep-dipped’ and sent abroad.”
Elsewhere Lansdale makes much of
Diem’s success against the various
sects, Cao Dai, Hoa Hao, and Binh
Xuyen. (At every step Diem was ad-
vised by Lansdale who, at one pathetic
moment, cven holds the weeping Chief
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was deleted was immediately

Approved For Release 2001/03764'9€1A-RDP80-0160

What the Pentagon Censored

Publication of the Pcnhrron Papers
by scveral prominent ddlly news-
papers last June confirmed the general
suspl(‘xon that the Government’s sccur-
sty classification system serves as much
to protect political leaders from embar-
rassing public scrutiny as to preserve
genuine military sccrets.

Now the pubhcatxon of the Penta-

‘gon’s own censored version of the Pen-

tagon Papers demonstrates that the

system is not only abusive of the dem-

ocratic process but self-deluding  as

well,
“The Pentagon rushed into print with
its “mmtucd” version of the Papers

when it bccamc known that Beacon
Press was about to publish the original,

“classified version of the  papers—as

made available by Scnator.
Gravel, Alaska Democrat,
The Pentagon’s motives were un-

I\'?il;c

“clear, but the effcct was to reveal what

it considers to be the ‘most sensitive

. portions of the original document, a

development of interest not only to
the American public but also to any
potentially hostile forcign power,
Much of what the Pentagon cen-
sorcd had alrcady appeared in The
Neiv . York Times, The Washington
Post, the Chicago Sun-Times, and
other newspapers. The rest of what
apparcnt
to those reporters who possessed the
original papers and should now ' be
evident to_any forcign intelligence ser-

‘vice which takes the time to put the

Pentagon version and the Beacon Press

.version side by side.

An analysis of what the Pentagon
deleted shows that the Government is
still anxious to conceal the role of the
United States in several crucial aspects
of ‘the -Victnam involvement: how the
first U.S. combat troops were sent to

Vietnam, how plans were drawn up

to use nuclear weapons against China,
" how the sceret war-in Laos has been

/ waged, how the CIA conducted exten-

* time, In the original version,

'dcalmgs with the Sovict Union,

Mg )’7’() RESSIVE

sive covert operations in North, Viet-

nam, and how U.S. officials plotted
the overthrow of South Vietnam Pres-
ident Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963.

Other deletions were more predict-,

able, largely the record of diplomatic
the

Western European powers, and scvcral
“Ihird World” countrics.
The most incxplicable deletions deal

“with the Dicin coup. The Pentagon
censors obviously [ailed to get the word
from their Commander-in-Chief, Pres-

ident Nixon, who admitted openly at a

White House press conference Scptcm-‘
.ber 16 that “the way we got into Viet-
‘nam was through overthrowing Dicm

and the complicity in the mmdcr of
Diem.” &

Yet the Pcntag_,on censors snipped

out page after page of narrative detail-

ing the inlimate.involvement of U.S.
Embassy officials in the sordid mancu-
vering, that led to Diem’s fall. A possi-
ble explanation, in current political

-terms, is that the deletions contain sev-

eral citations of U.S. hostility toward
General Duong Van  (Big) Minh.
Minh sought bricfly this year to mount
a campaign against President Nguyen
Van Thicu but backed out, charging
that Thicu had rfigged the clections
with tacit U.S. approval,

The deletions covering the dispatch
of the first combat troops to Victnam
in 1965 amount to more than six pages.
Apparently they were made to obscure
indications that the troops were con-
ccived from the beginning as the van-
guard of 2’ major offensive buildup, not
the small, defensive, and support force

STATOTHR

“If escalation brought about major
Chinese attack,” Rusk is paraphrased
by the Pentagon Papers historian as

declaring, “it would involve use of
nuclear arms, Many free world leaders
would opposc this, Chiang Kai-shek
had told hiin [Rusk] fervently he
did, and so did U Thant. Many Asians

“scemed to sce an clemént of racial dis-

crimination inn use of nuclear weapons;
something we would do to Asians but
not to Westerners, . . One must use the
wwce one had; if Chinese used masscs
umwmt), wc \»ould usc superior
Hu\JO\&Cl . )
On the eve of President Nixon’s trip
‘to Pekihg the Pentagon censors obvi-
ously t nu\Tht it but to leave such
; blatant “Yellow Perilism” on the cut-
!tm[; room floor. But unless China's se-
Cunty officials arc as obtusc as ours,
it is likely that Rusk’s remarks are al-
_rmdy part of their bricling book fo1
the Presidential visit toj’cmnﬂ

f sy nom\s Rosc\ dnd . .

- MortoN KONDRACKE

(Mr. Ross and M. Kondracke are

Wasiingtor correspondents for the Chi-
cago Sun-Times.),

STATOTHR .

they were depicted as being at the

the Pen-
tagon historians concludcd that the
evidence pointed *in suppoxt of the
phased build-up proposition.”

The deletions aboit nuclear- weap-
ons include a devastatingly matter-of-
fact comment by Sccretary of State

Dean Rusk in 1964 that nuclear weap-,

ons would be used If Communist
China entercd the Vlctnam war,

a—— P -
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By Richard E. Wa (d

Fourth of a series on the Pentagon papers

_If only John F. Kennedy had lived, certain
writers have asserfed, the U.S. never would have'

become bogged down in a major war in
Southeast Asia.

The Pentagon papers are unkind to Lhat-

myth, for the documents clearly show that the
Kennedy administration set the stage for the
escalation in Vietnam by its successor. In
effect, Lyndon Johnson carried out a program
germinated by the Kennedy administration,
some of whose chief figures contemplated as
early as 1961 the massive use of U. S.,ground
forces and the bombzm of North Vietnan.

- The Kennedy administration teok of[lce;jusi
a month after the formation of the National
Liberation Tront of South Victnam in Decem-
ber 1960, The NLF quickly gained wide sup-

port throughout the South and the U.S.-spon-’

sored regime of Ngo Dinh Diem was soon on

the defensive militarily and politically. From .

1961, there was a steady escalation in U.S.
uucr\mntxo'mx) activitics, Espionage missions
against the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
were stepped up and the first regular American
ground troops were seat to the South as
“advisors” to the Saigon armed forces which
were being expanded by the U.S. By mid-1963,

the White House  concluded that its aim‘of

victory in Vietnam would not be possible wider
the Diem regime and the U.S. gave the green
light for a coup in Saigon.

As the number of U.S. personnel in Indo-
china approached 20,000-—an almost 20-fold
increase in less than three years--the Kennedy
administration came under increasing domestic
criticism. In respounse, it stated the U.S. military
presence in Vietnam had reached its peak and
would be concluded by 1965, While that was
what the- public. heard, the Pentagon papers
reveal that most top administration officials
were aware that the commitment of the first
complemeiz of U.S. troops implicd a larger
American combat role in the fulure.

The President’s personal military advisor,
Gen. Maxwell Taylor, recommended the use of

U.S. forces on a limited scale i in ‘carly November- -

1961, folldwing a visit 1o South Vietnam.
laylon himself discounted the jossibility,that a
major war would resull from the use of
American troops, which hie suggested could be

TTATCTONT L
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“flood relief.” In a 1ppmt to Xernedy, Yaylor
wrote: “The risks of backing info a major Asial
war by way of- SVIN are present but aré not
impiessive. NVN s extremely vulnerable to
conventional bomb bing, a ~weakness - which
should be exploited c’1p‘om'mc'1h/ in convine-
ing Hanoi to lay off SVN.”

In a reporf ot Nov. &, 1961, endorsing the

Taylor recommeitdations,” Sccietary of Defense

Robert McMamara spelied out the implications
of a‘military victory with the use of U.S.
troops: “The other side can be convinced we
mean business only if we accompany the initial
force introdiction. . .by a warninz. . .to Hanoi
that continued suppott of the Viét Cong -will
lead to punitive 1emlmuon ﬂgamst I"orth Viet-
nan. - . T ik,
“If .we act in tlu's way, the U“.]]llJtL, l,ogsﬂ)k,
exient ‘'of our military commitment must bu
faced. The struggle may be prolonged . md
Hanoi and Peiping (sic) may intervenc duul.lv
In view. of the logistic difficultics faced by the
other side, 1 Lelieve that we can assume that thu,
maximum U.S. forces required on the ground in.
Southeast Asia will not exceed 6 divisions, or.

about 205,600 men.”- EREER

Although the Kennedy administration never:

actually made the decision to send the forces
for fighting a full-scile war, its strategy (con-;

tinucd by the Johnson administration) foresaw
their use and its actions laid the necessary
groundwork for the subsequent escalation. One
of these preparatory steps deemed necessary by
Washington was the elimination of the Dicm
regime. - . L

U.S. responsibility for the elimination.of
Diem was no less than for his installation!in
Saigon. Bolh roles have always been officially
disclaimed by Washington, alihough there has
been sufficient evidence of the facis for anyone
who wanted to draw the correct conclusions.
Of course details were missing. Some of them
have been supplied in the Pentagon report.

The published communications between
Washington ~and the U.S. embassy in Saigon

“'show that the U.S. pave .the plotters full

assurances that the U.S, desired a coup. The
U.S. furnished the generals with plans of Saigon
military installatious and at the time of- the
coup a CIA liaison man was in the generals’
command post. White House officials arid Am-
bassador Henry Cabot Lodge were aware that
Diem was likely to be assassinated and made no
serious effort to save him, desgm, dll his past
services to the U.S. -
The - published” documcnts,hnd narratives
concentrate primarily on the U.S. role in
Diem’s dowafall, but provide less details on

what is perhaps a more important question-—-the .

reason-why the U.S. prompted the coup. Yet
there scemy to be enough evidence to say that
the primary reason was not the regime’s un-
popularity at home- and abroad, but rather
because with the increase in U.S. troops in
Mietnam Washington wanted a'gieater degree of
control over the Saizon administration than
‘Diem and his brother Ngo Dinh \hu were
willing o grant.

/
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Washington, “ugz 11 (NE\‘CS lsm,'ean)—*-’l‘he United -
States and the Chinese Nationalists for 20 years launched
.. espionnge, sabotage and guerrilla forays against Cormmu-
nist China from Chiang ¥ai-shel’s island bastion of Tai-
wan, a former State ])01) wtment official told Congress to-

d ay. ‘ B . /

J Allen 8. Whiling, professor of | Lansdale {o Gen. Maxwell Taylor,
‘politieal seience 2t the University | VW hiting said a Nationulist Chi-
fof Michigan, who served in the |NESC airkine called (1\1 Alr Trans

N H1E0 LS

Je < 0 200
' e | bort carried out “more than 2
State Dep mimeats Burean of overflights of meinland China /

Intelligenze and in the U.S, Con- and Tibet,” In addition, the line
sulale in Jiong Jong {from 1961 provided aireraft for an abortive
to 10G8, said the covert overa- | CIA oifort to 0\(,1},10‘ tho S
tions included support of the ill-] karno regime in Indonesia in 1058,
fated uprising in Tiber in 1859, [and helped fransport sabotd{,o
teams into North Vicinam as
e - Lo carly ag 1034, the witness said,

, Whiting said Awmerica’s “ha- Airline Linked to CIA™
dowy invelvement” in the clan- 1980 Whitine told 1
destine opevations grew steadily | N 1960, Whiting ,{0‘.‘ the sub-

L a R S . co‘_.mmttee, a new Taiwan-based /
after the Kercan war and ihe | 01 e Adr Liv .
1954 Geneva Conference. Je said | 218 (mna‘ Alr Lines, ea e in-

g o to being, and engeged in “clan-
L‘hc_v' triggered - the  Formosa | qagting intel Nigence eperations”
Strait evises of 1954 and 1058 as well as conrmercial flights 1o
and helped set the stage for U‘C Laos and Vietnam, He linked the
Sino-India war in 1962 along th airline to the CIA-backed Air|
“Iribetan fronticy. .A]n(’lif,d, which Jui(l(\d Northern
Testifying before a subeommit- Lao in the course 01 the ClA’s
tee of the Senate-llouse Joint | “sceret war in Leo
g C‘i”?}?‘i‘ lclomftmuwt U\‘hij’““ Lt times, he L:zid, 1he bombers - -
said the publicatien of the Pen- et :
taton p]p('ls provided  partial Strg;y('d over the bordgr, hxtpm;.
documontatmn of the operations, | mainland Chinese tervitory. This -
particularly U. S. and Nationalist may c\p]dm “‘mnch of Pel king’s
.Chinese wverflights of mfunland C\]’) mding military presence in
China. - . oad construction ond antiaireraft
Quohnffnon a top-seeret mem- ?cm ities in Northern Laos,” he
orandum from Brig. Gen. ¥dward { went on.

Increased After Korcan War

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000900020001-3
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By Richard E. Ward
Third oftz series Of(lrfl(‘[(’.)

thcm) U.S. pohcy statements on Indoc}nm issued. to
the public characteristically have charped the Viet-
namese with the crimes actually being C(Jme[tcd by the
U.S. From 1954 to the present. day, among the U.S.
idcological keystones have been the spurious claims of
North Victnamese aggression and violations of the 1954
Geneva settlement,

Although U.S. responsibility for sabotaging the
‘Geneva agreements has been recognized widely for well |
over 2 decade, the first time it was scriously suggested in
the New Yom Times was last month in its final
installment of documents and reports from the i’onh-
gon’s history-of U.S. intervention in Vietnam,

Following - the disastrous French defeat at Dien-

i bienphu in May 1954 as well as serious military reverses

elsewhere in Indochina, France fin ally faced the neces-

_sity of negotiations to avoid complete destruction of its
forces. The ensuing scttlement -at Geneva corntained
provisions for a durable peace in Indochina. But as
quickly as French troops left Indochina the U.S. began
its direct intervention, preventing essential provisions of
thc Geneva agxeemcnt flom bem;, carried out.

Armad resistance hagins
As is chJ known, lhe US. ¢
Dinli Diem to be msh] ed in Sdl"Oll even bLefore the
. settlement had been reached in Gencva. Under programs
financed and largely conceived by his CIA tutors, Diem
instituted a neo-fascist regime, Thousands of pamots

-who-had served in the anti-French resistance were
assassinated or jailed and tortured. Armed struggle
became the only road to survival; this developed -

_spontanecously in some regions or under the direction of

" local gadres in others. Full-scale, coordinatad resistance

challenged (except to give

began with the formation of the Ndtional Liberation
Front of South Victnam in December 1960, which was
-headed by a representative cross-section of the leader-
ship of democratic and progressive organizations in the’

. ‘South.

In the U.S. version, which the American press rarcly
a partially true picture as,
Diem-neared his end in 1963), the Saigon puppets were
treated.as the legmmatq rulers, threatened by subversive
agcnis actmg on behalf of Hapm In essence, according
to WaShington, in the late 1950s the U.S was. not
intervening in.Vietnam while “foreign agarecsmn” was
carried out by Vietnamiese. -

Unfortunately the press has only pubhohed a small
amount of material from the Pentagon study .on the
period following the Geneva settlement. However, there |
As sufficient information from the Pentagon report to
idemonstrate that Washington consciously and deliberate-
Jy was trying to crush the revolution in Vietnar and
that’ vntuzﬂly every public statement was. nothing but a

tissue of lies designed-to concc_ﬂ U.S'. activities from’ the :

American IJLOYMC

At various stages the U.S. and its apolomsts lnv\, '

blown hot and cold about the Geneva agreements, At
the canference itself the chief U.S. delegate, Walter
Bedell Smith, pledged that the U.S. weuld not

them by force
ambiguous, hardly concealing their dissatisfaction. Dis-
satisfied they well mizht be, for Bedell Smith's initial

"insh-vctions from President Eisenhower and Secictary ot

- known
aused its puppet Ngo

-~ of the so-called Saigon Military Mission, headsd by Col.

ppromeduFﬂmR@laaS&ema 103/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900020001-3

N

~'State John Yoster Dulles opposed any international
recoguition of the Democratic chubllc of Vietnam,
which had cxisted for’ nearly nine ycars and led the
resistance against the French,
Blind policies ] - '
Prior to the Geneva conference itself, Washington
policy papers of 1934 underscored U.S. aims in Indo-
china as “a military victory” for the French, whosz
armies were on their last legs--indicating the lack of
realism in Washington. Thus it is not surprising that the
U.S. worked to destroy the new pzaace. This was cvident
at the time to anyone who wanted to sce what was
happening in Vietnam, N
Clearer than before, the newly avmhblc documents
show that the U.S. never intended to respect the Geneva
settlement. On August 3, 1954, just two weeks after the
Geneva conference concluded, the National Sccurity
Council discussed” Vietnam. About the meeting, Fox
Butterfield in the Times wrote: “The objectives set by
the [National Sccurity] Council were ‘to maintain a ‘
friendly non-Communist South Victnam’ and ‘to prevent ?
a Communist victory through all-Vietnam elections.” ” ‘
Although the Pentagon analyst denied that the U.S.
“connived” with Diem to prevent national elections,
Butterfield noted that Washinglon had made its desires
to Diem and when Diem later blocked the
elections, the U.,S, indicated its full “support.”’ The
Pentagon papers could hardly conceal the fact that Diem
remained in power by virtue of U.S. backing, alihough
dependence on the U.S, is sometimes obscured, ‘
particularly in ascribing to Diem the repression. for o
which U.S. was uliimately responsible.

Washington’s cynical attitude toward the Geneva
settlerent was stated by John Foster Dulles’in a cable to,
the V.S, embassy in Saigon on Dee. 11, 1955 “While we

should "certainly take no step to sp CLd up the present ' !
process of decay of the Geneva accords, neither should
we make the slightest effort to infuse life into them.”
Perhaps the most ‘tevealing new document from the
post-Geneva pericd is a lcngth/ report on the activities
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Lansdale of the CIA. Ostensibly written by anonymous -
members of the group, there is no doubt that the report
which eulogizes Lansdale was largely his doing. Lans-
‘dale’s activities were described in fiction by Graham'
Greene, in “The Quict Amecrican.” Lansdale’s chauvin-
ism and ca! 1ou ess might alzo be compared to the comic
strip clmracter Stove Canyon like Lansdale an mr 1'010?
- colonel: e . . S a-
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The art.clo that follows is part of The
/ Planning of the Vietnam War, a study
-by members of the Institute of Policy
_Studies in  Washington,” including
Richard J. Barnet, Marcus Raskin, and

Ralph Stavins.* In’ their introduction

to the study, the authors write:

‘“In early 1970, Marcus Raskin con-
ceued the idea of a study that would
explmn how the Vietnam disaster hap-

pened by analyzz_;gff‘the planning of the

war. A group of invcstigators directed
.- by Ralph Stavins concentrated on
finding out who did the actual plan-
‘ning that led to the decisions to bomb
North Vietnam, to introduce over a.
‘half-million troops into South Viet-
‘nam, to defoliate and destroy vast,
areas of Indochina, and to create
-millions of refugees in the arca. .
. -“Ralph Stavins, assisted by Canta‘
Pian, John Berkowitz, George Pipkin,
and Brian Eden, conducted more than
300 interviews in the course of thi_s
study. Among' those interviewed
were many Presidential advisers lo-
‘ Kennedy and Johnson, generals and
'adniirals, middle level bureaucrats who
occupied strategic positions in the
national security bureaticracy, and offi-
‘cials, military and civilian, who carried
“out the policy in the field in Vietnam.
" %A number of informants backed up
their oral statements with documents

in . their possession, . including informal
‘.mmutes of meettn"s ‘as well as por-

‘tions of the official documentary rec-:

.ord row known as the “Pentagon
Papers.” Our inforiation is drawn not.
only from the Department of Dcfense,
but also from the White House, the
Department of State and the Central
Intelligence Agency.”

The study is being: pubhshcd in two’
_volumes, The first, which includes _tr}c:
~ article below, will be published early in

August. The second wnl appear in
May, 1972. '

‘*The study is the responsxbmty of its
‘authors and ‘does not necessarily refiect

the views of the lnstxtute its truatpes

-or-fellows, . . ,_; 3
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At the end of March, 1961, the CIA

circulated a National Intelligence Esti-’

mate on the situation in South Viet-

© nam. This paper advised Kennedy that

Diem was a tyrant who was confronted
with twe sources of discontent, the

non-Communist loyal opposition and '

the Viet Cong. The two problems were
closely connected. Of the spreading
Viet Cong network the CIA noted:

Local recruits and sympath"nc or
intimidated villagers have erhanced
Viet Cong contro!l and influence ]
over imcreasing areas of the coun-
tryside, For example, more than
one-half of the entire rural region
south ‘and southwest of Saigon, as
well as some arcas to the nortlz
are under considerable Communis*
control. Some of these arcas are in
effect denied to all governinent
authority not immediately backed. .

by substantial armed force. The - -

Viet Cong’s strength encircles Sai-
gon and has recently begun to
‘move closer in thc city.

The people were not oppoSing these
recent advances by the Viet Cong; if
anything, they scemed to be support-
ing them. The failure to rally the
people against the Viet Cong was I aid
to Diem’s dictatorial rule:

- There has been an incrcasing dis-
position within official circles and
the army to question Diem’s abili-
ty to lead in this period. Many
feel that he is unable to rally the

~people in the fight against the
Communists because of his -reli-

.. ance on virtual one-man rule, his

-tolerance of corruption extending
even .to his immediate entourage,
and his refusal to relax a rigid
system of public controls.

’The CIA referred to'the attempted coup

-against - Diem -that. had - been ‘led by
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General November, 1960, and
~concluded that another coup was likely,
‘In spite of the gains by the Viet Cong,
they predlcted that the next attempt to
overthrow Diem would originate with
the army and  the non-Communist
opposition, B

The Communists would like to
initiate and control a coup against
Diem, and their armed and sub-
versive operations including united
front efforts are mtectcd toward
this purpose. It is more -l kely,
however, that any coup atlempt
which occum over the next year or
so will' originate among non-
Communist elements, perhaps a
combination of dxs"runtlcd civilian -
officials -and oppositionists and
army elements, broader than those
involved in the November attempt,

In view of the broadly based opposi-
tion to Diem's regime and his virtual
teliance on one-man tule, it was unlike-
ly that he would initiate any reform

measures that would sap the strength

of the revolutionarics. Whether reform

was conceived as widening the political .

base of the regime, which Diem would
not agree to, or whether it was to
consist of an intensified counter-
insurgency program, something the

people would not support, it haixt;

become pamfuhy clear to Washington

{that reform was not the path to

victory. Buf victory was the goal, and

Kennedy called upon Deputy Secretary

of Defense Roswell Gilpatric to draw
up the.victory plans. On April 20,
1961, Kenncdy asked lepatnc to:

a) Appraise the current status and
future prospects of the Communist
drive to dominate South Vietnam.
b) Recommend a serics of actions
(military, political, and/or econom-
fe, overt and/or covert) which wiil
prevent. Com'numst dominati0'1 of

- .- that country.. -y .
R AW L,av\sc-ﬁa_\w_ qQ Efﬁ“"“"‘/‘”ﬂ
S&Cﬁ"\c\.l, TV\’L Plavuv\\nq d%:
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Lansdale's Secret War |
Ameriea’s first Vietnn
wartiors—a small team of Central Inl(‘vlhl-
gence Ageney operatives called the Sai-
gon Military Mission, headed by the ].cg- '
endary Col, Edward L'.msdz}lc, and .sci\t .
into Victnam in the chaotie, cleventh-
hour summer of 1954 to try o stave f-)ll a
© Communist take-over. Tow they du'l it
was revealed last week in a dmr).' kf:pt
by some of the SNIM agents and excerpt-

.ed

They were

study of the war. Undated, unsigned,
the diary chronicles one ycar of CIA op-
erations in North and South, Vietnam--
operations plainly in violation of the spirit
if not the letter of the Geneva agree-
ments, which the U.S. had pledged not
to distarb—and provides a revealing
glimpsc of the earlicst covert moves that
led ultimately to massive, open U.S.
involvement in the war,

It was fearfully late to be establishing
a U.S. mission. Ho Chi Minh was rushing
to consolidate control in the north, and 50
wobbly was Premier Ngo Dinh Diem’s
original government in the south, the
diary relates, that high-level omc‘mls in
Washington already considered Victnam
probably lost. “We admitted that pros-
peets were gloomy,” the diary states,

““hut were positive that there was still a

fighting chance.”

Lansdale was certainly the man to
"take it. A tough Air Force career officer’
.turncd CIA agent, Lansdale had become
the foremost American counter insurgen-
-cy expert helping the Philippines” Ramon

Magsaysay crush the Communist Huk-
balahap rebellion two years before—and
reportedly was the model for Coloncel
Hillandale in “The Ugly American.” He
threw SMM—and his own prestige—be-
hind Piem, and sent a crack American
paramilitary team to Hanoi to try to slow
the Communist take-over.

The northern team was led, ironically,
by U.S. Army Major Lucien Concin—the
same CIA agent who, nine yecars later,
was to sit in on the planning and cxecu-
tion of the South Victnamese Army gen-
erals’ overthrow of President Ngo Dinh’
Diem. This time, using the refugee evac-.

" uation program as a cover, Concin and
" his men worked furiously to recruit a
team of North Vietnamese insurgents

“h

by The New York Times among its 1i--
y b ! .
.nal sclections from the Pentagon’s sccret

NEWSWEEK
2001/03/049: Gi-RAP80-016

{cade-named Binh), “exfiltrate”  them
for Lraining at a sceret U.S. base, and
smuggele them, with supplies and am-
munition, back into the north before the
Vielminh scized ITanoi,

They were also engaged in psycho-
logical warfare—and sabotage. According
to the diary, onc leallet circulated in
ITanoi, ostensibly announcing Vietminh
plans for such programs as monctary re-
form, so demoralized the populace that
the value of Victminh currency fell by
half and refugee applications to move
south tripled in a single day. But when
ITuanoi finally fell in October, Conein and
his men very nearly fell with it. On their
last raid, the team attempted to wreck
Hanoi’s bus system by pouring a contam-
inant into its oil supply. “The team,” the
diary relates, “had a bad moment ... in
an enclosed storage room. Fumes from
the contaminant came close to knocking
them out. Dizzy and weak-kneed, they
masked their faces with handkerchiefs
“and completed the job.”

Tricks: SMM was up to the same kind
of paramilitary, psy-war tricks in the
south—including recruiting another tcam
of Tonkin-bound insurgents code-named
Hao, and publishing an almanac filled
with calamitous astrological forccasts for
the north. But Lansdale’s biggest head-
ache scems to have been kecping the
man he had backed in power. Army
Chicf of Stafl Gen. Nguyen Van Hinh
made no sceret of his cagerness to over-
throw Diem, and it apparently took all
of Lansdale’s considerable wiles to keep
him from doing it. Ile managed to stave
off one coup by dispatching TTinh’s two
key aides on a junket to the Philippines,
and he developed his own spy-lines to
the gencral. “Our chicl,” the diary re-
lates, “... was a friend of both Ilinh’s
wife and his favorite mistress (the mis-
tress was a pupil in a small English class
conducted for mistresses of important
personages at their request . . .).” Within
a month, Ilinh had departed for France,
spurred on his way in no small measure
by Lansdalc’s operations.

The diary’s conclusions ring with pride
in a job well done. “We had smuggled
into Vietnam about cight and a half tons ) .
of supplies,” it relates. “Our Binh and our
northern Ilao teams were in place, com-
pletely cquipped. It had taken a tremen-
dous amount of hard work ...” Later,
Lansdale had an opportunity to see
where it all had led. When he returned
to Vietnam in 1965, the man he had
backed was decad, the South Vietnamese
Army was all but inoperable—and the
U.S. had begun the infusion of half a mil-’
Jion fighting men.
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U.5. POLIGY FILES
REVEALED il

Wmnowmd Vast Archlves Is
a Pam%takmd Task

5 .

By HENRY TANNER
Spectal to The New Yok Times

* WASHINGTON, July 10—~The

Government is keeping 49,000
cubic fecet of documents on
World War 1I stored in the Na-
tional Archives Building, a cols!
onnaded neoclassical structure
on Pennsyvlania Avenue a few
blocks from the White House.

The material, according to on
estimate, amounts to 160 mil-
lion pages. The estimate for the
Korcan war is 60 million pages.

Those figures, unofficial and
highly approximate, illustrate;
the magnitude of the Govern-!
ment’s task in rccording and
revealing—or withholding—the

history of the nation’s fomgn:
policy.

The .Government tackles the
task on four levels.

Its great pride is that since
1861 it has becen publishing
.without -interruption a monu-
mental “chronologzical history
called “The Fore1~n Relations
of the United States.”

Though generally praised by
scholars for its fairness, com-

leteness and profcssxoml qual-.
ity, it is universally criticized
‘because it is rmmmg 25 )ears
behind events,

- Two Eagerly Aw mted

The 11 volumes to be issusd
this year deal with the events
‘of 1946. Two of them, eagerly
awaited by China scholars, will
discuss relations with General-
issimo Chiang Kai-shek and with
the Chinese Cornmuiiists during

_that crucial year,

On occasion the .Stats De-
partment has also issued sepa-
rate volumes of documents,
Among them was the famous
and highly controversial China

© White Paper, published in 1949
and dealing with developments
during the precedmc, four years,
It has been roundly condemned
by historians as highly selec-
tive, sclf-serving -and mislead-
ng. -

In addition, thousands of
documents are -released -rou-
‘tinely by various departiments,
without claim. to being  a. his-
torical record.

Finally, th;re is the mass of
documents.in the archives, the
vast majority of which have
not found their way into either
the chronological series or spe-
cial pubhmtlons They are open
to scholars and researchersy

sLOLY}

after 30|£ze'1rs
or Release 20C

P

|
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Notes Must Be Cleared !
American scholars can also:
apply for access to archives
containing documents 25 to S0,
years old. Permission is almost:
‘always granted, according to,
officials, but the visitors must'
later submit their notes fo
clearance.

More recent docum“nts may ?
.be shown to scholars who askii
for them, but it is up to thol:
scholar to name the document|

or the series of documents he
wants to see, having learned of
their existence elsewhere. He
cannot get access to the files
themselves.

There is no Government reg-
ulation saying that the forex"n
relations series cah be pub-
lished only after 23 years. Wil-
liam F. Franklin, the State De-
partment's chief historian, said
in an interview that the dclay
was dug partly to the forbid-
ding, steadily growing volume
of ths material that has to be
sifted and partly to a short-
age of manpower, e has 15
historians on the serics

Political considerations also
play a role. The documents re-
Jating to the most sensitive
years of American-Chinese re-
lations, 1946 to 1949, were col-
lected and edited separately an
were ready for publication some
10 years ago, but Government
historinns  say, Socrctary of
State John Tester Dulles de-
cided in 1958 azam»t baginning
to publish -them in a separate
series then. During the Kennedy
Administration it was decided
to issue them as part of the
master serias—that is, 25 years
after the event.

Mr. Franklin said that the
master series included all the
documents that the editors
judged important for any given
period. 1f all documents in the
files, were included, he said,
it would take about a hundred
volumes a year instead of the
present average of 10 to 12,
at about 1,500 pages cach.

The price of one of the 220
volume varies, depending on
such considerations as length
and the number of maps. A vol-
ume on tiie 1945 Yalta Confer-
ence cost $3.50; another on the
conferences of American, Brit-
ish, French and Soviet Foreign
Ministers in London, Paris and
New York during 1946 is $7.50.

The series, produced by the
Government Printing Office, is
usually sold out in a matter
of monihs. Reprintings of the
entire set have been bought by
libraries and other institutions
at over $2,000, an official said.

The scries was originally
largely limited to communica-
tions with other governments.

In recent years an effort has
been made to turn it increas-
ingly into a record the internal
decision-making process.
Government historians. say
that many of the recently pub-

lished Pentagon papers will
eventually be Found in the serie
—-but notf, it may be safe]yl
assumed, 'such documents- as
Edward G Lansdale’s leport on
sabotage in Hanof in 165 L
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" hegiunin
mavern

the S C
vndertak m in ifs
collective name, All those

“years, threvgh  the  une
derground  press, . the mzm

demonsirations and tea
through every Imeans a

v

£ 1mOvement .onml‘ LO rp

o
~prise ibe people of the mamer
Sin which ths 5 vere beoing
decelved ag tr w e ttni of the
Amerl( ;m '

molivaticn
the fu*‘v place
© The mur_m 31 a1
inforra=tion ka,\ 3 f
-I’entag,ou papers s
virtuaily  every 1‘fwi‘
peace mmcmcnt has adep
sizm its m(cpto]. umu‘-l],
wonder that they are behind its
“distribution. S wll wondar

§liy; of the

jth
y

om the
wporls

this om'mstn‘i“ow, as the

previous one might well have,
tried {o suppress further
- dissemination of that in-
formation. )
Locking at the so-far
: punlmhm seginents of the
. Pentagon papers we sec a Jol of
CINoVE msmxhetmcw standing
strong in the light of con-
181(,231"1)10 evidence, Darly

s N.Y.

© Diem, a prro

’CLG‘)Q Aul 1
Pentagon Bapers ¢
cution of cove z.m_hu_ly
activities in L a3 and Horth
Vietnamn, Position papers
presented - at early teach-ins
argued that &9 per cent of the
South Vietnminese )\ouuh.m'l
did not Cesiee our presence in
their country. It now deveiops
thal even l?rc-s?" it Wgo Din
orn uu]mc,m

Cl((‘ta(‘l with considerable
ance, inilially

f\m” icair. assish:
Oiscouraged our Jmcu« ntion,

The tezchin argueinots, as
well as those foma'c. d by
virtually every anti-war group
tn date, held that the Viclnam'
cenflictis a eivilwar, not a war
of North V;otnﬂmose
aggression. In the stolen report
a Ceniral Intellivence Ageney
cvaluation of 1433 states that
Viet Cong strength s centercd
notinHanol but in the south. In
a later compuumigue that Ch\\/
analysts curtly dismiss i
domino theory, a pet fallazy of
the Johnson drew that sought
to justily ow actions in Vict-
nam on the grounds that &

wilitary defeat there won]d

“rafds aga

2 fleedd m eleotion of 1954 and
fie ansel of massive U, air
inst Nowrth Vietnam
and the deployment of U.S.
gm\-ld iroc"v in iarge nume
hersin QOLU;I \/ummn, i st ldn
small peace movoment all god
that President Johnson had
br-h:: e his Cc.mpuicn

ropizes aud engaged us in a
16\“' ALY 1n Asia b‘ a plan
formaed prior fo the cleclio
The papers reve 41 the drafting

of such a plan dueving the
simnmer of 1865, Seme time ago
in congressionul anti-war

cirdc-s the - w'"cs'wu was

= that the (;ulf of "Tonkin
1'101{ nt, an -ostensible attack
upen American destroyers
carcied out by North Viet-
namese  gunhoats in in-
wtional - waters, was
orted for purposcs of
persuasion. 'Lhe papers Lebray
thatihe attacks, far from being
u”p:ow’;cd were -part of a

cdefonse arvayed against araid

on coastal isla 1d.> of the
democeratie republic of Horth
Vietnam, Calllhd it by ouwr

allies under ClA supervisionn/

Perhaps the most damning
truths to emerge from t_hk,
report, the solidest support it
throws b hin\ danii-war forees,
lies in the overall confirmation
of he ccu.ﬂunn that our

military cormmilment to Seuth

-Vielnamn is no accident, never

was, was a calculated
peli tica) move about which we
were 2ll deceived from the
outset, Sintes former Assistant
Defense  Secrctary John

STATOTHR

)m cent to \um 2 hL ml :
defeal; 20 per cent o
South Vietamn from Chine
Fendsy 10 por cont to allow Ly
people of South Vietnzm b
cajoy a heiter, freee )
Certal v}) {hat raveluticn 1
credence to the words of D
Doniel FElisherg that “the me
to vwhom the i
prople) gave so much res
aind frost as well es v
regarded thf'm s
tempiuously as they regau
our allies.”

It tins already boen state
elsewhere that ihe p:,pu‘
reveal little that was entirel,
horetofore vnknown, What U
papers amount to, and this
importanl, iz a signed oot
{mu.ow {o mosi of the wort

accasations of iu war cuitics

13
i

Over the no 110 vemr's ant
war vhol“xs Jike TNoa:
Chomsky, John "Galbraitl
Tounsend }opes, and anti-we
journalists lite Harrise
Salisbury, had seen the pa

nicious naturc of our ez
panding rele in Indochinz ai
exposed ity dangers to th

public, T can recall reports o

U.s. a,trocitic::a( Nmr to 1957,
the Stockliohn trials conducie
Ly Beptraud Hussell and Jeai
Yaul Sarire. The accuracy ¢
much of whit hag been said he
only grudgingly been accaepie
by a nation anxious to beli
its l"'*dem

i
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You could wear cut your tri 'f( o ls
pouring UI'O”(/A'I the Pentagon (lc cU-
ments, net to me l.hrm the 400 pape
official summary of Viectnam history
vead ¢ aloud the oflm night by Sen
Gravel of Alzsita,

And you can hLm fy b L‘me mé IHE
ator for waxing onotional. What the
senator did not reveal Lno'\ gh he
prohably knows, is \"h"t the U.S. is
up totedsy in clandestine’ O srations
andin }"\}wy del uw

den in

There are sev
the understated drama c: h!' PEneTs
that héve heen re "cd since the Su-
plume Court decision  eartor this
week. Perhaps the s.*ox jes are too real
today to be fictionaleed,

One .novél might be snm’. wed
arcund the forebading U.S. d
fell in the cerly 1880s about & r”fm 1
al commitment to keep communisi
out of South Vietnam, =

Maswell Taylor, in~ November
1961, informed Prosident Tronnedy
that a commitment to protect South
Vietnam from communisi migut pull
us into an endiess morass, hut he vec-
ommended the commitrnent be made,

anyway. Gen. Taylor’s own struggla
to decida the moral and mitit: ary is-
suos, if we knew the maw's inner

‘mind, would provide a dramatist all

the matcrial hc could wish fot a play
ora b‘ook ’ .
Our -1861  concern over dem's

“merit badoe in espionege comp

. counter-ing

rship, our final dumoujuun W n“)
hitas b ‘3 own forces rebe
him and our concluding offer to
preserve his
ealed i det

have provid d Shehkesneare 2 plot
coual to {hat of Richard HI. Not many
miodern writers, with thelr coiempo-
rary fixation on individual intros
tion and revelation, would tack
story of one. leader’s con fronte um
with almost cosmic forees. ’

ucrmmﬂl sulety, &ll re-
¥,

And the spy writers have 2 bo i{e
e

{omicss well of source material in the
stranger than ficiion (“_\10:,1:. ¢s of
the most re published docu-
meants. A 1Gaemo ) nncon\';i'lﬁouul

varfare directed to Gan Tayler, for
example, shows inivigue 'md duplicity
enough to baifle Jemes Dond. 1;»ﬁcv d,
the fxrucml sprics barely could esrn a

the real 'Le,]h),_,.

P

This memo tells of clande
treining Leses jn Ckinawa and Sai-
pan, working under the cover of rous

ine Navy end Army setups, tes

tiv"im and p*.\
tells of a smalt ship,
by a B limore

nerican capiain &t \f! a (¥
crew ready for “paramiiitary activi-
ties” in the Far Xast avea.

It tclls of “Frisce” Johmny San

STATOTHR
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authors in this day and a

arcad to”

ting -

Juan, an cld Huk g-‘.mri‘il.la fi;;‘»ﬂCI‘ of
the Philippincs, who orking as head
of -& corporation known as Jrastorn
Construction. directed “unconvention-

&l oporetions”
write the Cons
of Vietnum and for a while received
clandestine U5,
tivities,

itution of the Republic

iazines, whoso
e obviously
have turned to TV script writin
cduld Lave a time with “CAT,” an ait
e hendanartered in Taiwen and re-
f»m::- Lrn in the ‘documens as “a ClA
[ CAT }no e lopistical
; ult {0 ClA- operatives and U5
gencies in Asio, ()\C'x‘k‘\‘a m'ﬂnliv*!
China frequently and “demons roted
its capacily to mect all types of con-
tingencies or longlerm cever air sun-
port reguirenionts in support of UG
objectives.” Ifere is a 1c iy made plot
for daring pilots air drepping r,unnlws
to the French at Dien Blen Phu, w hich
CAT sctually did, we lemn 2 decade
and a half after the fact.

The oid pulp ma:

In detall. after deteil the docu-
ments p'(mrk true storind of oporas
tiong in advising foreign covernents,
ot gamzmﬂ yilitary unite in Thoiland
and 1203, ymg ther with ams
for border raids and connter ‘suer lla
{ighting., But wmaybe fiction 1

“wouldr’t helieva snch o1 out materiz
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in Indochina, helped

support for his ac-
I : .
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" Pentagon’s -study of the Vietnam war, covering events in.

_ rthe Truman and Eisenhower Administrations. Except where

“excerpling s specified, the documents appear verbatim, with
only unmistokable typographical errors corrected. '

;Rép@ft of Ho’s Appeals toUS.

. 'Tn’46 to Support Independence

. Cdblegram' }‘rom an American diplomat in Hanof, idcntifz:cd as Landon, to
. State Department, Feb. 27, 1946, as provided in the body of the Pentagon study.

Ho Chi Minh handed me 2 letters ad-
- dressed to President of USA, China,
Russia, and Pritain identical copies of
{ which were stated to have been for-
warded to other governments wamed.

In 2 letters to Ho Chi Minh request -

#2A es one of United Nations to sup-
- port idea of Annamese independence
according: to Philippines example, to
examine the case of the Annamese, and
- [to take steps necessary to mainienance
‘of world peace which is being endan-
gered by French efforts to reconguer
:Indochina. He asserts that Annamese
.will fight until United Nations inter-
fered in support of Annamese independ-
ence. The petition addressed to major
. United Nations contains: _
. A. Review of French rclations with
“Japariesc where French Indochina al-
"Jegedly aided Japs: .
' 'B. Statement of establishment on 2

PR

1952 Policy Statement by

September 1945 of PENW Democratic
Repubic of Viet Minh: :

C. Summary of French conquest of
Cochin China began 23 Sept 1945 an
still incomplete: . .

D. Outline of-accomplishments of An-
namese Government in Tonkin includ-
ing popular elections, abolition of un-
desirable taxes, expansion of education
and resumptiion as far as possible of
normal economic activities: '

E. Request to 4 powers: (1) to inter-.

vene and stop the war in Indochina in
order to mediate fair secttlement and
(2) to bring the Indochinese issue be-
fore the United Nations organization.
The petition ends with the statement
that Annamese ask for full indepcnd-
ence in fact and that in interim while
awaiting UNO decision the Annamese
will continue to fight the reestablish-
ment of French imperialism. Letters and
petition will be transmitted to Depart-
ment soonest. .

>

" On,Goals in Southeast Asia

" Statenient of Policy by the National Sécurity Council, ear;ly 1952, on “United

States Objectives and Courses of Action With Respect to Southeast Asia.”

:According to a footnote, the document defined Southeast -Asia as
embracing Burma, Thailand, Indoching, Malaya and Indonesia.”

_ Objective

1. To. prevent the countries of South-

- ecast Asia from passing into the com-
munist orbit, and to assist tilem to de-
velop will and ability to resist com-
munism from within and without and
.* to contribute to the strengthening of
the free world.

' GCncrz;lC%é‘ i “1%) |
¢ 72, Communist ﬁfﬁiﬁ{s yp %gaB

“the area

seriously endanger in’the short term,
and critically endanger in the longer
term,. United States security interests.

a. The loss of any of the countries
of Southeast Asia to communist aggres- .
sion would have critical psychological,
political and econoraic consequences. In
the absznce of effective and timely
counteraction, the loss of any single
country would probably lead to rela-
tively swift submission to or an align-

elease2001/08/044C

countries of this group. Furtl

ever means, of all Southeast Asia would, aljgnment with communism of therest ¢ff

us.

Sout
longt
the
Paki:

source
produc

.tegical

rice ex .
critical.
and Ho
signific
importe

d. Tt . copce
cially of Malaya and Indonesia, could re-
sult in such economic and political pres-
sures in Japan as to make it extremely
difficult to prevent Japan's eventual ace
commodation to communism. |

3. It is therefore imperative that an
overt attack on Southeast Asia by the
Chinese Communists be vigorously op-

P 21T

posed, In order to pursue the military .

courses of action envisaged in this paper.
to a favorable conclusion ‘within a
reasonable period, it will be necessary to
divert military strength from other arcas
thus reducing our military capability in
those areas, with the recognized in-
creased risks involved therein, or to in-

crease our military forces in being, or-

both. ‘

4, The danger of an overt military
attack against Southeast Asia is in-
herent in the existence of a hostile and
aggressive Communist China, but such
an attack is less probable than con-
tinued communist efforts to achieve
domination through subversion. The
‘primary threat to Southeast Asia accord-
ingly arises from the possibility that the
situation in Indochina may detericrate as’
a result of the weakening of the resolve
of, or as a result of the inability of
the governments of France and of the

Associated States to continue to oppose”

the Viet Minh rebellion, the millitary
strength of which is being steadily in-
creased by virtue of aid furnished by
the Chinese Communist regime and its
allies. | '
5. The ‘successful defense of Tonkin
is eritical to the retention in non-Com-
munist hands of mainland Southeast
Asia. However, sheuld Burma come un-

Aips r upist donination, a communist
1R PalfigBUTR 4808060200043
"s  might make Indochina, including Tonkin_____.
militarily indefensible. The exccution of

ot . e 1t A, & b 4L e
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LANSDALE HEADED U.S. TEAM

+1 - “New York fimes News Service’
NEW . YORK—The secret
Pentagon study of the Vistnam
_war discloses that a few days
after the Geneva Accords of
1954, the Bigenhower adminis-
tration’s National Security
Council decided that the ac-
“cords were d “disaster” and
,approved actions prevent fur-
ther Communlst expansion in
‘Vietnam, : ) -
According to the Penlagon
account, the National Securily
Council, at a meeting on Aug.
'8,1954, just affer the Geneva
iconference, ordered an urgent
program of economic and mill-
tary aid--substituting Ameri-
‘can advisers for the withdraw-
ing French advisers—to the
_new South Vietnamese govern-
‘ment- of Ngo Dinh Diem.
~ The objectives set by the
_council were “to maintain a
friendly’ non-Comamunist South
Vietnam” and, “to preveat a
Communist  victory through
zall-Victnam elections.”
+» Under the Geneva settle-
ment, Vietnam cas {0 be tem-
tporarily divided into two zones
_pending reunification through
elections scheduled for 1956.
The Introduction of foreign
troops or bases and {he usc 0f
Victnamese territory for mili-,
tary purposes were forbidden.
The United States, \\_’hlch did
not join with the nations that
edorsed the accoords, issued a
declaration taking note of the
provisions and promlsing not
to distrub them.
. But a lengthy report, actora-
panying the Pentagon study,
describes in detail how the Ei-
‘senhower administration " sent
a team of agents to carry ‘out
clandestine warfare against
North Vietnam from the mun-
ute the Geneva conference
‘closed. - ;
i The team, headed by the
:legendary intelligence opera-
\/ tive, Col. Edward G. Lansdale,
- gave a graphic account of thhe
actions just before evacuating
_Hanoi in October 1954, * ¢
“ The report says the team
~#gpent the last days of Hanol
in contaminating the oil supply

_of the bus company for a grad-.

“ual wreckage of engines in the
buses, in taking acttions for

~delayed sabotage of the rail-,

\/ ‘road (which required team-

. work with s .CIA spegi
.E:_ch_‘mic‘g{ te&ppmﬁ%ﬁ‘f

Q F];\ f': ‘r.ls!
¢ SAIDO!

F.
t

| sy
e,

A5

performed their part brilliant-
Iy), and in wrlting detailed
notes of potential targets for
future para-military opera-
tions. -
. The report is attributed fo a
“hastily assembled group, iden-
itified as the Saigon Military
Mission. I
Col. Lansdale had " estab-
lished a reputation as Ameri-
i ea’s leading expert in counter-
guerrila warfare in the Philip-
pines, where he had helped
President Ramon Magsaysay

suppress the Communist-led
Hukbalahap insurgents.
8o extensive were his subse-
quent exploits in Vielnam in.
the 19505 that Lansdale was
widely known as the model for
the leading characters in two
novels of Asian infrigue —
“The Quiet American,” by
Graham Greene, and “The
Ugly American,” by William
J. iederer and Eugene Bur-
dick. - .
A carefully detailed’
921,000-word report by mem--
bors of Landsdale's team, the.
Saigon Military Mission, is ap-
pended to the Pentagon histo-
Iy.
yAccording to that report, in
the form of a diary from June .
1954, to August 1955, the team
was originally instructed 'to
undertake paramilitary opera-
tlons against the enemy and to
‘wage political-psychological
warfare.” ! e
“]ater,” it adds, “after Ge-
neva, the mission was modi-
fied to prepare the means fo)
undertaking paramilitary op-.
.erations in Communist areas
rather than to wage unconven-
tional warfare.” :

Raced Deadline

One of Lansdale's first wor-
ries was to get his team mem-
bers, into Vietnam before the
Aug. 11 deadline set by the
Geneva agreements for a
freeze on the number of for-
eign military personnel.

As - the @eadline approached,
the repert says, it appeared
that the Saigon Military mis-
sion “might have only two
members present unless ac-
tion was taken.” '

It adds that Lt. Gen. John
W. O'Darniel, chief of the U.S.

o

Group, “agreed to the addition  strikes”—that is, psychologl-
of 10 SMM members under ¢al ¢
MAAG cover, plus any others falsely attributed to the other
in the defens pipeline who ar- side. The team printed what
rived before the deadline. A appeared to be “leaflets
call for help went out. Ten Signed by the Vietminh in-
officers in Korea, Japan and structing Tonkinese on how to
Okinawa were solecled and behave for the Vietminh
rushed to Vietnam.” take-over of the Hanol region

While the report says that 1B early October, including
the team members were given items about property, mency
cover by being listed as mem- reform - and a three-day h?h-
bers of MAAG, the report also day of workers upon take

points out that they communt- \/he people worked.

“The day following the dis-
tribution of those leafets,” the
report adds, “refugee registra-
tion (of those wishing fo flee
North Vietnamn) tripled. Two
days later Vietminh currency
was worth half the value prior
to the leaflets. :

cated with Washington
through the CIA station in Sai-

gon.

Lansdale himself is identi-

fied as a member of the CIA in
a memorandum on the actions
of the President’s special com-
mittee on Indochina, wrilten
Jan. 380, 1934, by Maj. Gen.
Charles H. Bonesteel IIT.
“In the fall of 1954, alter all
the members had arrived in
Vietnam, the report says, the
team’s activities increased.

“A small English-language
class conducted for mistressas
of important personages was
formed under Lansdale at
their request.”

This class provided valuable
contacts for Lansdale, ena-
bling him to sct to know such

cople as the “favorite mis-
tress” of the army chief of
staff, Gen. Nguyen Van Hinh,
the report recounts.

When the Oct. 9 deadline for
the French evacuation of Ha-
noi approaches, the team

"sought to Sabotage some of
Hanoi's key facilities.

“Jt was learned that the

largest printing establishment

radio to denounce the lealfets;
the leaflets were so authentic
in appearance that even most
of the rank-and-file Vietnminh
were sure that the radio de-
rnunciations were a Frenc

trick.” :

Astrologers Hired

In the south, the team hired
Vietnamese astrologers —- in
whose art many Asians place
great trust—to compile alma-
nacs bearing dire predictions
for the Viet and good omens
for the new government of
Premier Diem,

erations inside North Vietnam
after the team evacuated Ha-
noi, the report adds, Maj. Lu-
gﬁr{q AConein_,t an officer of
) MM, recruited

in the north intended to re- Vietn’ameseuaffcczlnts1 u%zré)eurp tk?ci
main in Hanoi and do business  code name of Binh.

with the Vietminh,”” the re- “The group was to be
port relates. “An attempt was  ¢.ainad and s%pported by the
made by SMM to dest;roy thC U.S. as patriotic Victnamese,”
modern presses, but Vietminh 4/ rosont " gays, o come
security agents already had  goenpuaily undgr’governmnnt
moved into the plant and frus- (oo “When the governmént

_trated the attempt.” - . B
It was the mispsion’s team in+  Vas, ready fo.r such activities,

Hanoi that spent several
nights pouring confaminant in
the. engines of thie Hanol bus’
company so the buses would
gradually be wreckad after the
Vietminh took over the city.

. At the same time, the mis-
sion’s team carried out what
the report calls “black psywar

evacuated in May 1035, Civil
Air Transport, the Twiwan -
based airline run by Gen,
Claire Chennault, smuggled
arms for the Binh team from
Saigon to Haiphong.

-
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On May 1, 1950, President

‘Truman approved the alloca-
tion of *$10 million for the
;Defense  Department  to
cover the early shipment of

WASHINGTON POST
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T for peoples ol colonial aréas
: in Southeast As\a the - estah-

lishment of “stable non-
Communist govcrnments in
areas adjacent to Commun-
ig{ .7 China; “support

“friendly couniry which is

Jurgently needed military as- also a signatory to the Nor th

.sistance  items  for
‘Fl ench in.Indnchina.

the Atlantic Treaty; and as a ",
demonstration of displeas-

It was the first “crucial'ure with Communist tacties
-decision regarding U.S. mili- which arc obviously aimed
tary: involvement in Indo- at eventual domination of

‘thina,” according te the

\sia, working under the

. amlysm of the Roosevelt- guise of indigenous nation-
Truman years in the Penta- glism.”)

gon papers available to The
“Washington Post.
‘The facts of the Rooscvell-

‘Truman years are generally -
well known and have beeny State, provided Maj.
widely printed. But the T’en-

tagon papers include docu-

Just before NSC 54 was
discussed at the White
House, Dean Rusk, then
Deputy Underseceretary of
Gen.
James H. Burns at the Pen-
tagon a statement of his de-

mentation not before availa- partment's policy:

‘ble disclosing the U.S. reac-
tion to the dominant politi-
-cal fact of that day-—-the [ail

‘of mainland China to Mao
Tsetung's Communist
Party.
National Security Courncil
paper No. 64 of February,
‘a couple of montlxs
after Mao's troops reached
the Indochinese border, set
the tonc for what was to
- come. :
. NSC 64 concludgd that
“the Departments of State
and Defense should prepare,
-as a matler of priority a pro-
gram of all
measures designed to pro-°
tect U.S. security interesis
in Indochina.” The same
day, the United States an-
"nounced recognition of the
“Indochinese regime of Em-
‘peror Bao Dai—on Jan, 18

- Peking had recognized Ho

. Chi Minh’s regime in Hanoi
and the Soviet Union h
done the same on Jan. 30.
- _(A meniq{randu_rn‘for Presi-
dent Truman dated TFeb, 3, !
1830, from Secretary
iState Dean Acheson urged
approval of the recognition
‘of the three regimes, Bao
i Dai’s in Victnam, and those
;m Laos and Cambodia.
"(Ho Chi Minh was de-

practicable -

ad sider,

“The Dcpartment of State
brlieves thdt within the limi-
tations imposed by existing
commitments and stxatef‘xc
priorities, the resources of
the United States should be
deployed to reserve Inde-
china and Southeast Asizn
froin further Communist en-
"croachment. The Depart-
ment of State has accord-
ingly already engaged all its
political resources to the

rend that this object be se-

cured. The Decpartment is
now engagded in the process

of urgently cxamining what-

additional  economic re-
.sources can cffectively be

engaged in- the same opera-
txon
“It is now, in the opinion

of the Depcu tment, a matter
of the greatest urgency that
the Department of Defense
assess the siratepgic aspecis
of the situation and con-
from = the military
point - of view, how the
United States can best con-
tribute to the prevention of.
“further “~Communist en-

of croachment in that area.”

NSC 64 found that “the
presence of Chinese Com-
munist. troops along the hor-
der of Indochina makes it
possible for arms, material
and troops to move fu\ely
from Commnunist China’ to

, seribed as one “who under the northern Tonkin avea

-various aliases, has been a

now controlled by ¥o Chi

Comimunist adcnt in various nwrinh, There is alveady evi-

parts of the world since 1925
and was able to take over
the anti-French nationalist
“movement in 1945, Recogni-
tion was urged
“national aspir

_non-CQmmunist leadershxp

dence
arms.”

of movement of

Underpinning such views’

was the belief that the So-

Mpmygdxﬁomeleaseemmméd &

to a:
fensive

“Crocial’ Stepp in

'1ts power both in Ikastern

NSC paper, for exatnple, de-
clared that “it is 110w»_clcm
"that Southeast Asia is the
target of a coordinated of-
directed by ihe
Kremlin.”

From this VJewpomt thcrc
are cxtrapolated what later

‘became known as the dom-

ino theory. The NSC paper
continued:

" “In secking to gain con-
trol of Southeast "Asia, the
Kremlin is motivated in part
by a desire to acquire South-
east Asia's resources and
communication lines, and to
deny them to us. But the po-
litical gains which would ac-
crue to the USSR {rom
Comigunist capture of
Southeast Asia are -equally
significant., The extension of
Communist authority in
China represents a griev-
ous political defeat for us:
if Southeast Asia also is
swept by Communism we
shall have suffcred a major

a political rout the repercus-

sions of which will be felt
throughout the rest of the
world; especially in the
Middle East and in a then
critically exposoerl  Aus-
tralia.” :

(NSC 64, as far as -the
“domino thecory” was con-
cerned, was expanded in
June, 1932, in NSC 124/2
during the Korcan War. A
key paragraph said:

(“The loss of any of the
countrics of Southeast Asia
to Communist control as a
consequences of overt or

_covert Chinese Communist
aggression would have criti:-

DD

cal psychological, political
and economic conseguences.
In the absence of cffective
and timely counteraction,
the loss of any single coun-
try would probably lead fo

_relatively - swift submission

to or an alignment with
communism by the remain-
ing cotintries of this group.
Furthemore, an alignment
with communism of the rest
of Southeast Asia and India,
and” in’ the longer term, of
the Middle East [with the
probable exceptions of at

lcast Pakistan and Turkeyl-
would in all probability pro-.
Such;

gressively ‘follov,
w1de<p) cad ahgmnoﬁt w ould

It followed logically, from’
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Europe and in Asia. A ]949=*S“d}l Vie’\’-’&‘;.- _fh'éf'ziff'cr Presi-’

dent Truman approved the
first military assistance to

. the French in Indochina, his

Dean
this

Secretary of  State,
Acheson, in making
public, dechred

“The United States gov-

“ernment, convineed that nei--

ther national independence
nor democratic evolution
exist in any area dominated
by Soviet imperialism, con-
siders the situation to bhe
such as to warrant its ,ac-
cording econowmic aid and
military equipment {o the
Associated States of Indo-
china and to France in order
to assist them in restoring
stability and permitting
thesc states to pursue their
peaceful and democratic de-
velopment.”

The Associated States
were the three that have
come to be known as Viet-
nam, Laos end Cambodia,
They were far from inde-
pendent, despite a prophelic
plea by Bao Dai, approved
by Paris as the Vietnarnese
cmperor in opposition to o,
On Aug. 20, 1945, Bao Dal
said in -a mebsage to Mr.
Truman, France’s Charles
de Gaulle, Britain’s King
George VI~ and China's’

- Chiang Kai-shek, that “the

only way to safeguard.
French interests and the
spiritual influcnce of France
in Indochina is to rccoguize
frankly the independence of
Vietnam and to renounce all
thoughts  of ‘reestablishing
French sovereignty or ad-
ministration under any form
whatsoever.” :
But de- Gaulle, theh head
‘0of the French Provisional
Government, fell otherwise.
Mr. Truman was to help the
French, although the United
States - constantly prodded
Paris to move toward grant--
ing nvdependonce in the
larger aim of halling what
his Sccretary of State called
“Soviet imperialism.” .
In April, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, in recom-
mendalions to the Secrefary
of Defense, came up with a
figure of 3100 million for
mlhtd[y aid for the next
fiscal year, recommended
that it be “carcfully con-
tralled” and that this would.
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© Following g aie te i of lm y documents accompanying (‘
the Pentagow’s study of the Vietnam war, deoling g with the Ad- " g
-ministration of President John I, Kennedy up to the events that 1"13
. . . . froi
Cbrought the overtlirow of President Ngo Dinh Diem i 1963, mir
3}
Lizoopt where cxcerpting 1s specified, the documents ere printed. ™
~’uerbfu§mn u,u‘h only J zummtakoblc ) Jg)oc/;'az)/zzca7 &rio 18 cor
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) CaLlenurm fromn Flbnﬂgc Durbrow, Ummd SLU['C.') Ambassador in Saigon, me
to Sccrmmw of State Chr 1stzan A. UGI ter, Sept. lo, 0"0 fer
i . . bk.\
As 1prh cated our 495 and 533 Diem " normal. Diem *mcmment is in qmtn jot
_regime confronted by two separate but  serious danger, Therefore, in my opiniont 4.,
1claied dangers. Danger from demon-  prompt and even drastic action is called * e ¢
'strations or coup attempt in Saigon for, I am well aware that Diem has in  coung
could "occur earlier; likely to be pre-  past demonstrated astute judgment and © oq
dominantly nen-Communistic in ovigin  has survived other serious crises. Pos-. Imfm'
but Communists can be expacted “to sibly his judgraent will prove superior ot
endeavor infiltrate and exploit any such  to ours this tinie, but I believe never- b‘cl'
Catteinpt. Even mote serious danger IS theless we have no alternative but to - i
 gradual Vit Cong exteasion of control give him our best judgment of what we colnIx
s over countryside vehich, if current Coms beliave is required to preserve his gov- * %SLt”
“munist progress continues, would mean  ernment. While Diem obviously resented "cgu;‘l
1053 free  Viet-nam to  Communists. my frank talks eadlier this year and will g5
: These two dangers are related because  probably resent even morc suggestions  goepg
-Communist successes in rural areas gutlined below, he has apparently acted 2‘1?,,1
embolden them to extend their activitics  on some of our earlier suggestions and suss
"to Saigon and because non-Communist mizht act on at - least some of ihe appl())
tempt'\hoa to engage in demonstrations fo]lo\ulng: 3 -.(
or coup is paxtly motivated by sincere 1. I would propose have Frank and 1enc
desire prevent Comumunist take-over In  gjenary talic with Diem and explain our e
Viet-nam. : y i ¢
Py P y .. serious concern about present situation  jpo ¢
Esscntially [word illegible] sets of 54 s political po.uh%n. I would tell 3\‘}{’:0
measures required to meet these two iy “har while matters I am- uu:mla Dress
'+ dangers, For Salgon danger essentially  gon) primarily with internal affairs, press
political and psychological measures re- (514 Jike to talk to him frankly zmd &
quired. For countryside danger security try to be as helptul as I can be giving oppo
| [acashres a3 well as. political, psycho- him the considerad judgment of nyself ~ o0st
logical and ‘economic measures neededs oo 4 S0 " or hic friends in Washington.  Crom
- However boih sots measures should be ;7 oniate measurcs to assist him 50
carried out simultaneously aund to some g, p; rsent schoaé situation. (Believe it -3
j extent individual steps will be afmed b 3558 0ot indicate talking under instruc- ~ band
‘both dangers, tions.) I would pmttculatly stress de- it St
Security recommendations have been 'sirability of actions 1o Droaden and of al
‘made inour 539 and ofher messages, joiiied nig [word illegible] support — Tupt
inciuding formetion internal security prio,t5 1961 presidential clactions re- N0
council, cenbralized inteiligence, Cte. ¢yioq yy constitution before end April, ~ Yeduc
" This message there foxn deals with our. o ond” propose tollowmrr act1011s to ¢ corry
pohmal and economic recomtmenda- 4 © i cover

“tions. 1 reslize some W'vsulcs I am
" recommending are drastic and would be

" most [word 1“N"‘*‘“] for an ambassador

to make uader noermal circumstances.

- But cona IUOHS hel‘c, are by no means

© Tfrvaay

.

President: ‘

2 ;bybhulouxcd shock effcct is 1e-~
quired to teke initiative from Coranmu-
nist propagandists as, well as non-Com-
munist  opj )Oixtxonms and convince
popul.ttioa governmc:nt taking offective

4. Permit National Asscrably wider
legislative initiative and area of genuine
debate and bestow on it authority to
conduet, with appropriate publicity,
public inv n,su«,afmns of any department

of goverament with right to questlon

sisE. G804 TOIAKEPago 1EgTRADSAON0AA:
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of hiand, To achicve that cffect follow-
ing suggested:

-

pose: (&) find some mechanism for dm-
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By Hf I)RICI’ SWUTH
“The Yentagon's ‘:twly of the Vietnam’

.war concludes that President John T..

Kennedy transforined the “limited-risk
_gamble” of the Eisenhower Administra-
‘tion into a “broad commitment” 1o pre-
vent Communist domination of South
Vietnam, . -

Although Mr. Kennedy resisted pres-
sures for putting American ground-

combat units into South Vietnam, the

Pentagon analysts say, he took a series
of actions that significantly expanded
1he American moilitary and political in-
volvement in Vietnam but nonetheless

left President Lyndon B. Johnson with’
Xenncdy

as bad a situation as’ Mr.
inherited,

. *“The dileiaraa of the U.S. involvement
dating from the Xennedy~ era,” - the
'Pcntagon study observes, was to usc
“only limited means to amuovc oAcesswe
ends.” .

"Moreover, according to the study, pre-
pared in 1967-68 by Government
analysts, the Kennedy tactics deepened
the American involvement in Vietnam
plecemeal, with cach step minimizing
public recognition that the American
rolc was growing.

The expansion of that role, ox or thrcc
decades, is traced in the 3,000 pages
of the FPentagon's study, which is ac-

companied by 4,000 pages of documents

on the Victnam era. Previous arlicles
in The Times's presentation of this
Smateria] have recounted President John-
son’s movement to war in 1964 and
1960

f President Kcnnedy madc his first
‘fresh commitments to Vietnam sccretly.
The Pentagon study discloses that in the
spring of 1961 the President ordered 400
Special Forces troops and 100 other
American military  advisers sent to

" 'South Vietnam. No publmty was given

10 either move,
. Small as the numbers seem in retro-
spect, the Pcentagon study comments
that even the first such expansion
“signaled a willingnéss to go beyond the
685-man limit on the size of the U.S.
Imilitary] mission in Saigon, which, if it
were done openly, would be the first
‘formal breach of the Geneva agreement.”
Undcr;the interpretation of that agree-
ment in effect since 1956, the United
Stales was limited to 685 military ad-
wvisers *in Vietnam. /shinaton, while
it did not sign the accord, pledoed not
to undermine it.
- On May lA.p?movedlann Rede
decided to send the
Special Forces, he also o;dcrg d the thrt

ane iﬂs; :
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" The “Iimes today resumes, us
%el‘l(,“‘ of articles on the Penta-
gon’s scerct study of the Viet-
nam war, The study was obtained
thirough the investigative report-
ing of Neil Sheehan, and the
articles were rescarched and
written .over three months by
Iir, Shechan and other
members. The fourth and fifth
articles, both by Iedrick Smith,
are published today and form an
account of decisions in the Ken-
nedy Administration.

Three pages of “documentary
material covering the Keunedy
policy begin on Pz ge 3, and docu-
ments on the 1963 caup begin on
Page 9. A swnmary of the three
earhcr alfclclee, covcimv the
Johnson Administration, appears;
o1 Page 13,

of a campaign of clandestine warfare
against North Victnan, to be conducted
by South Vietnamese ageatls dirccted
and trained by the Ceatral Intelligenc
Agency and some. American  Special

"Forces troops. [Sce fext, action memo-
‘randum, May 11, 1961, Page 3.]

The President’s instructions, as quoted
in the documacnts, .were, ."In Nozth
Vietnam . . . [to] form networks of re-
sistance,. covelt bases and teams for
gahotage and light harassment.”” The
American military mission in Saigon was

also instructed to prepare South Viel.
‘mamese Army units “to conduct ranger

raids and similar military actions in
North Vietnam as mlght prove neces-
sary o1 appropriate.”

The Pentagon study reports that the
pnmaIy target of the clandestine cam-
paign apainst North Victnam, and Laos
as well, was to be “lines of communica-
Uon”—— railroads,” highways, bndues,
train depots and trucks.

The study does not report how many
agents were actually sent north, though
documents accompanying it clescrlhn
some of the build-up and training of

the First Observation Group, the main.

South Vletnamosc unit conductmv the
covert campaign. :

Within weeks of Pwsxdcnt Kennedy’s
May 11 decision, morcover, the North
Vietnamese Government made repeated
protests to, the International Control
Commission that its airspace and terri-
tory were being violated by foreign
aircraft and South Vietnamase ground

DOFT
ﬁCO M

that was shet down, Hanoi said, ‘while
preparing to drop them iuto North Viet-
nam. '1hc North Vietnamese, protesting
formally to Britain and the Soviel
Union~-~the co-chairmen of the 1954
Geneva conference on  Vietnam-—de~
scribed in detail what they said the
survivors. had disclosed about their
American training and equipment.

Mr. Kemnedy’s May ‘11 orders, the

staff | crudy discloses, also called for infillra-"

tion of South Vietnamese forces into
southeastérn Laos to find and attack .
Communist bases and supply lines.

On Qct. 13, morcover, the President.
reportedly gave additional secrct orders -
for allied forces to “initiate ground ac--
tion, including the use of U.S. advisers
if necessary,” against Communist aerial
resupply missions in the vicinity of
Tchepone, in the southern Laotwn p"m-
handle.

The Pentagon study does not analyze
these covert operations In detail, but it
shows Mr. Kennedy's decisions as part
of an unbroken scquence that built up
to much morc ambitious covert warfare
against North Vietnam undcr Presxdcnt
Johnson in 196G4. .

é\/ Conthat-Support Effmts Begun

The am!yqte handling the Kennedy
period put more stress, hov'cvcr on the
evolution of President Kenncdy’s de-
cision in November, 1961,
greatly the American Jmllt“ry advisory
mission in Vietnam and, for the first

time, to put American servicemen in-
combat-support roles that involved them

increasingly in actual fighting.

In 2 cablegram to Washington on Nov.
18, cited in the study, Frederick E.
Nolting Jr., the Unjted States Ambas-

sador in Saigon, described the signifi-

cance atteched to tloae moves,

He said he had explained to President’

Ngo.Dinh Dicin of South Vietnam that
the new roles of American servicemen
“could expose them to enemy action.”

“In response to Diem’s question,” Mr.
Nolting continued, [I] said that in my
personal opinion these personnel would
be authorized to defend themselves if
attacked. T pointed out that this was

one reason why the decisions were very’

grave from U.S, standpoint.” .~

raids thrusting into the demilitarized

zone along the border bemeen the two

Vietnams.
In July, 1961, H"mm announcnd pub—
]1c1y that it h'xd captured ~and was’

B 0TI~ TAREIRED-01601R000900020001-3

who had survived the crash of.a vlane’
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Cenfral Intelligence Agency was
centered in a secret top-level
group known as the 303 Commit-
tee. ‘
reom in the Execulive Office
up by President Kennedy after!
the Bay of Pigs fiasco in the
spring «f 1961 — a siluation in
which he felt he did not have
cnough conmvrol over the govern-
ment’s intelligence operations,
Original members of the com-
mittee were McGeaorge Bundy,
national sccurity adviser to the;
President; Deputy Defense Sec-;
© ‘retary Roswell Gilpatric; Under-
\/secretary of Stale U. Alexis'

Johnson, and Richard Helms,
then deputy director of the Cen-:
tral Intelligence Agency.
i Although the name and com-
‘position of the group has not,
previously been made public, !
;the existence of such a high- i
level group to advise Kennedy!
. on covert operalions - what
JDean Rusk called “back alley
‘fighting” — has been no secret.
‘In fact, leaders of the Kennedy,
Johnson and Nixon administra-
‘tions have all insisted that cov-
‘ert activities are contirelled at
the very highest levels of the!
‘government, -
: The 303 Committce operated
{in the shadow of a larger and
-more public group—the Special
iGroup  (Counter Insurgency),
‘which was headed by Kennedy’s
:military adviser, Gen. Maxwell|
‘D, Taylor and had as its co-|
‘chairman the president’s broth-.
.er, Robert 17, Kennedy., ) i
' According to some reports, the

{ADVISERS ON MILITARY — 77"
I

The Kennedy Adwinistration’s ment in responding 1o the Com-|
centro] over the covert “dirty. muypist stralegy of “wars of na-
{ricks™ of the military and the tional liberation.” They were
both, in different ways, deeply
involved in the
in Southeast Asia,

The commillee, named for the ithe better known SGCI were cre.
m : ated as part of President Kenne-|
Building where it met, was set dy’s effort to find a betler deei

. ( o 1o w - # " | [ s:o
el Screened "D

melt, Operation Farmhand, the
DeSoto patrols and the 34a oper-
ations. .

Sabotage In the Notth '

Operation Farmhand was the
first covert program approved
by the committee for Vietnam
sion-making apparatus than the'and involved airlifting South Vi-
rather rigid National S\‘c(_-urj(y elnamese into North Vietnam to
Council of the isenhower days: “‘commit sabolage, spy and har-’

growing struggle

|-
Bolh the 303 Committee and

1and to assert firmer control over rass the encmy,”

covert aclivities so as to avoid Frequently, according to one
the embarrassment of another report, the ‘men would show up
Bay of Pigs. drunk or fail to show up at all

They were part of a great pro- and were invariably arrested as
liferation of commitlces in the Soon &s they landed in the North.

ey Hrie

hoy vere listed as the {rain- |

‘rity process wriiten for the Insti-|

perpetual motion.” :

ing all this peried, of-course,
was the Vietnam situationr ang!
both the number of committees
and the amount of attention de
voted to that part of the world
was considerable.

White House in the acministra- |
tions of both Kennedy and Lyn-:
don B. Johnson. Cy

‘They Came and Went , .,
In a study of the national sceu-

tutc for Defense Analyses m!

Although started covertly, the
training of the Montagnards has -
long since become well known'
and they are organized as Civil-
ian Irregular Defense Groups.

The other two coverl opera-
tipns — the DeSoto patrols and
the 34a operations — have since

1968, Chester L. Cooper, a for-Ibecome controversial becaure

mer While House official, de-
scribed the situation this way:

“Thero were a bewildering .va-
riety of ... ad hoe groups dur-

ring the Kennedy and Johnson

)

years, with uncertain charters!
and fluid mdssions, They came|
and went with the.ehb and flow
of crises.
them {o floating crap games, in
which the locale, the stakes, and
the players all churned about 1

The biggest game in town dur

The 303 Committee reported-

Some have likened|

they were both directly involved-
in the Tonkin Gulf incident of
August 1984 in which two de-
stvoyers were altacked by gun-
boats. The North Vietnamese ap-
parertly assumed they were in-
volved in a shelling attack

Under the DeSoto plan, de-
slroyers were sent close {o the
shores of North Vieinam and
China fo gather electronic intel-
ligence. The DeSoto patrols wero
reportedly  approved by the
President in 1962 and placed un-
der the Joint Center for Intelli-
genee af the Pentagon,

The 34a operation reportedly-
did not begin until February
1984, three months after Johnson
had sueceeded Kenuedy,

g
LS

P e S

tics by adopti

der of a 34« operation. .

Later in the Johnson While!

House, mally of the most impor-
fant decisions concerning the
war were made at the weekly
Tuesday lunecheons, which
brought together the President

ors, :
The SGCI remained in use un-
til 1866, by which time it was
almost a general-purpose stand-
ing committee. It was replaced
then by the new Senior Interde-
partmental Group — designed to
give the secretary of state clear-
er aulhority in divecting and co-
erdinating overscas activities.

ng a policy where-?
ing of the Montagnard tribes- (by every member was required-
personally to approve each or-,

and his closesl top-level advis-

aatlorney ~ general created a ly gave its approval {o four ma-
-courtroom atmosphere in the jor covent operations involving
iweekly mectings of the'SGCI the US. in a secrel war in
and badgered govermanent offi- Southeast Asia and begun by
cials called as “wilnesses.” But Kennedy within six wecks after
Taylor said such reports were’ he assumed office.
“nonscnse,” although hé de- e
scribed the yoinger Kennedy as
a very active participant in the'
meetings, i
The 303 Committee was large-
ly responsible for the nnofficial
poliecy of ihe government and
managed covert cperations -—-
most often carried out by the
CIA or the Army's Special;
Forces — throughout the world,
The 8GCI, on the other hand,
.Was  responsible
‘official activities

&pBydkidg For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900020001-3

Pevsonal OX Required

After the Tonkin incident, the
303 Commitice reportedly exent-:
ed greater conire over activi-,
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Ifol(owwu are tcxte of kﬂJ clocummz{s (Lcwmpa LJL?ZJ the
",‘Pc-ntcl'/on s study of the Vietnam waer, cover u'{/ the opening of;
the.sustained bombing campuign against North Vietnam in.the
first half of 1965. Baucept where eacc;ptuu is indicated, the

: Ji cwhzcal c; rors corr f:(ted

L@
CQmi _-.Umcm: 0

*-; To' rom PO

ow Favoring
‘Troops by .8,

Pcvsonal letter from Walt W. Rostow chauman of ihe Siate Department’s
Poliéy Plannmo Council, to Secretary McNamara, 1\'0\) 16, 1964, “Milit my Dis-

posmons and Political Szonals "o

Pollowmﬂ on our convusatlon of ldst
mcht 1 am concerned that too much
1hou"ht is bemg given to the actual
damage we do in the North, not cnough

thought to the signal.we wx<h to send

The signal consists of three par(s:

._,a} a) devmge to the North is now to be
-d inflicted because they are violating the
1954 and 1962 accords;

b) we are ready and able to go much
further than our initial act of damage;

) we are ready and able to meet any
level of escalation they might mount in
»xresponse, if they are so mmdcd.
Four pomts follow. o

1. 7 am convinced that we should not
- go forward into the next stage without
-a US ground force cmmmtmcnt of some
kind:

a. The withdrawal of those ground
. forces could be a critically important
part of our diplomatic bargaining posi-
tion. Ground forces can sit during a con-
ference more easily than we can main-
-tain a serics of mounting air and naval
pressures.

b, We must make clear that counter
-escalation’ by the Communists will run
directly into US strength on the ground;
+ and, therefore the possibility of radicaily
Jy extending their posmon on the ground
at the cost of air and naval damage
-alone, is ruled out. o
- ¢, There is a marginal possibility that
in attacking the airficld they were think.
ing two moves ahead; namely, they
might be planning a pre-emptive ground

force response to an expected US retali-

ation for the Bien Hoa attack.

:] 2. 'The first critical military action
against North Vietnam should be de-

signed merely to install the plincipl\

that they will, from the present forwa

i,

~ ST oo : ~ |
sponse. This means that the initial use
of force in the north should be as lim-
ited and as unsanguinary as possible. 1t

‘is the installation of the prmc*ple that

we are initially mtmcsted in, not tit
for tat..

3. But our force dispositions to ac-

company an initial retaliatory move

‘against the north should send three

furth“x signals lucidly:

< a. that we arc putting in place a’

-capacity subsequently to step up direct
- and paval pressure on the north, if that
; :hould be lcquncd

"b. that we are prepared to face dov N
'an/ form of escalation North Vietnam

.might mount on the grouid; and

¢ that we are putting forces into
place to ¢xact retaliation directly against
Communist China, if Peiping should join

~in an escalatory response from Hanoi.

The latter could take the form of in-
creased aircraft on Formosa plus, per-
haps, a carrier force sitting-off China

-distinguished from the force in the

South China Sea.

4. The launching of this track, almost
certainly, will require the President to
explain to our own people and to. the
world our intentions ang objectives. This
will also be perhaps the most persuasive
form of communication with o and
Mao. In addition, I am inclined to think

- the most direct communication we can

mount (perhaps via Vientiane and War-
saw) is desirable, as opposed to the use
of cut-outs. They should feel they now
confront an LBJ who has made up his
niind, Contrary to an anxiety expressed
at an earlier stage, I believe it quite

-possible to communicate the limits as

well as the seriousness of our intentions
without raising seriously the fear in-
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appreciation of tnc view .in Manoi and
‘Peiping of the Southcast Asia problem.
1 agree almost completely with SNIE
10-3-64 of October 9. lIerc are the criti-
cal passages:

“While they will seck to exploit and
encourage the deteriorating situation in
Saigon, they probably will avoid actiong
.that would in their view unduly in-
crease the chances of a major US re-
sponse against North Vietuzam (DRV) or
Communist China. We are almost cer-
tain that both Hanoi and Pmpn are
anxious not to become involved in the
kind of war in which the great welghf.
of superior US weaponry could be
brought against them. Even if Hanoi and
Peiping estimated that the US would not

. use nuclear weapoas '1gamst them, they
could not be sure of this. .

“In the face of new Us pressures’

against the DRV, further actions by
Hanoi and Peipiug would be based to a
considerable extent on their estimate of
US intentions, i.c., whethér the US was
actually determined to increase its pres-
sures as necessary. Their estimates on
this point are probably uncertain, but
we believe that fear of proveking severe
measures by the US would lead them to
temper thelr responses wnh a good deal
of caution, ...

/

“If despite Cornmunist cffmts the US
attacks continued, Hanoi’s leaders would
have to ask themselves whether it was
not better, to suspend their support of
Vict Confr military action rather than
suffer thc destruction of their major
military facilitics and the indusirial scc-

}ii.’x;:l‘}%‘f'2;&‘;,::;%1#%@&(2@@"Ftb;r REi&a%s 26003704 CIA-EDPE00Y smgﬁmpb@é&bm,h

1954 and 1962 Accords. In other words, Delta, in China, or seck any other ob- their favor in South Vietnam, they n]lrht
we \‘.ou]d ‘;xﬂnal a shl(L fxom the prin-  jective than tho re-installation of the . e LT
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- "Following aie texls of key documents jrom the Pentagon’s
Nistory of the Vietnam war, covering events of August, 1964,
Lo I'ebruary, 1965, the period in which the bombing of North
Vielnam was planned, Fucept where excerpting 1s specified, the
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Rusk Cable to Ernbassy in Laog

R 4 - . . T ”"‘,\"‘1'
- On Search and Rescue .

_Cabl'egram“from Sc.crefary of Stale Dean Rusk fo the United States

]

TR
|
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Embassy in Vientiane, Laos, Aug. 26, 1964, A copy of this message was senf-

to the Commander.in Chief, Pacific.

LN

- We agree with your assessment of
¥mportance SAR operations that Air

Awmerica pilots can play . critically im- .
y

portant rolg, and SAR efforis should not
discriminate between rescuing Ameri-
cans, Thais and Yao. You are also here-
by granted as requested discretionary
authority to use AA pilots in 71-28's
for SAR operations’ when you consider
this indispensable rpt indispensable to
success of operation and with under-
standing that you will seck advance
Washington authorization wherever sit-
mation pernits. _—

At same tlme, we believe time has
come to review scope and control ar-
rangements for T-28 operations extend-
ing into future. Such a review is especi-

ally indicated view fact that these op- |

crations more or less automatically im-
pose demands for use of US personnel
in SAR operalions. Moreover, increased
“AA capability clearly means possibilities
of loss somewhat increased, and each
loss with accompanying SAR operations
involves chance of escalation from one
action to another in ways that may not

!

be desirable in wider picture. On other
side, we naturally recognize T-28 opcru-
tions are vital both for their-military
and psychological effects in Lacs and as
negotiating  card  in support  of
Souvanna's position. Request your view
whether balance of above factors would
call for some reduction in scale of op-
erations and-or dropping of some of
better-defended targets. (Possible exten-
sion 1-28 operations to Panhandle would
be scparate issue and will be covered

by septel.) . o
:+ On central problem our understand-

ing iIs that Thai pilots fly missions
strictly controlled by your Air Com-

mand Center with [word illegible] in ..

effective control, but that this not true
of Lao pilots. We have impression latter

- not really under any kind of firm con-

trol. _
Request your ‘evaluation and recom-

~raendations as to future scops T-28 op-

erations - and your comments as
to whether our impressions present con-
trol structure correct and whether steps
could be taken to tighten this.

t

¢ present fa

Rusk Query to Vientiane

.,ﬁ‘m,\ : ‘.. . -*,."4..7

, Himbassy
.-'1:-..3 4 :, °,..‘:,, Lw . g o

On Desirability of Laos Ceas

in L (gciblgg{{gn‘; frl'%r;zi Secretary of Stale Rush to the United Siales Embassy
o Arr‘izzz‘i\cab. 1964, Copies were also sent, with a request for comment, to
M eTic 1 missions in London, Paris, Saigon, Banglok, Otiawa, New Delhi

Oscow, Pnompenh ond Hone Kong '
mussion at the Uniled Nai:ions? -

,:; .}{.,‘ g oy
£dro _ﬂ_i 1 i {:’,‘*

M);I;nge?ﬁ"l’;‘ﬁ i:tig ;:1 your 219, our that recent RLG Successes and reported”
> C 403 abilize the situa- low PL morale may lead to some escala-
~fon again, it possible within framework tion from Communist side, which we do
of the 1962 Geneva settloment., Fssen. ! 1Ot now wish to have to deal with. :
i to slabilizdtion would be estaplish.| _, 2 Until now, Souvanna’s and cur po- -

|
: he' s
aznt of militacy equilit dtl 1ﬁ‘¢ 386
vod JALp wvedu\r' Woult ﬁ%qémrc het Lao withilrawal

Y, Moreover, we } 1 <
e Nave "so : areas §
hy A ve's I'UC. CQH(_,CII).._ frOI,I areas ._'Ci?_.Cd in I'DJ since ay 1o

and to the Pacific command and the
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and that suc
precondition
ference. Qua
ritorial gains
‘vided they ¢ _
practice bra
requilibrium «
‘no longer
-Lao withdra
iion to J4-n
fact though
curred {0 So
s also touc
1o Butler (
- Souvanna a
PDJ withdr
evitably ins
gains, and
arrangemen

division. 1
‘were to be
best be don
it might be used by Souvanua us Dargan-
Ing counter in obtaining satisfaction on
his other condition that he attend con-
ference as head of Laotian Government,
Remaining condition would be cease-
fire, While under present conditions
cease-fire might not be of net advantage

to Souvanne—we are thinking primarily
“of T-28 operations—-Pathet Lao would
no doubt insist on it, If so, Souvanna
could press for effective ICC policing of
-cease-fire. Latter could be of importance
in upcoming period. - L
3. Above is writien with thought in
wnind that Polish proposals [one word il-
legible] eficctively collapsed and that’
“pressures continue for Geneva [word il-
legible] conference and will no doubt
be intensified by current crisis brought
on by DRV naval attacks. Conference on
Laos might be useful safety valve for
these generalized pressures while at
same lime providing some deterrent to
escalation of hostilities on that part of

. the “Tront.”” We would insist that con-

~ference be limited to Laos and believe .
that it could in fact be so limited, if:

. mecessary by bur withdrawing from the

conference room if any other subject
brought up, as we did in 1961-62. Side
«discussions on other topics could not be
-avoided but we sec no ‘great difficully
with- this; venue for informal corridor
discussion with PL, DRV, and Chicoms
could be valuable at this juncture.

4. In censidering this course of action,
 key initial question is of course whether
“Souvanna himself 4s prepared to drop

his withdrawal precondition and wheth-
er, if he did, he could malntain himself
In power in Vientiane. We gather that
canswer to first question is probably yes
but we are much more dubious about

00020001-
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Memorandum, “via ma;n Sztuotvon » fzo.n

. BfeNamara to President Lyndon B, Johnson, Dec, 21, 1903

In 1\CC0(’d‘.1 ce with yeurp request this

morning, this is a smnmary o. my con-

clusions after v

December 19420,
1. Sumigney. The situation is vuj

distic mn._,. Current th..v.;u,

Jersed in the naxt 2-3 menths,

Pt

my vis

will leas

to nentralization at hest and more like Zyl

to a Comiunisi-contrellad state,

_ ;
2. The new governnment is the greatest

“source of Concbu), It 15 indacisive and
dznt'.n;_,. Although Miut &

rather than the Coiami

is mnrking decisions, it

this is actua lly zo. In 2 an

he ner the Commitea exXpl g
in political adminis nho.l and go far
thay show little 1alent for i, There 13 nio
welear concept on how to re- -shape’ or

conduct tlm strategic hamlet r 'Oﬁmm;
the Province Chofg, rest ol whom are
new and Inexperianced, are. recoiving
little or 1o dicection hzeause the gen-
erals gve so prhoccu e! viith cs.mn.,ully
political aifairs, A snocifie '-*'Ample of
the present sitvation is General
‘[nama iliezible] is sp diu; it:L or no
time ceinmanding III (, crD3, hicn 1‘; m
the vital zone oround Saly }
Tulltima direction. I ma '.
as sirongly as possible t
Lim, . and Tho. :
3, Tho Covatry Tear I5 the f&mri
tanjor weakness, It Lc s lc"delshm, has
b-_en ru\m} Informad, and is not work-

Sdngtoa L Contilon pl*n A recent exampla

en has been conflicting USOM
iand military ;'Lc(,uzmn"ldmxo,m beth o
Governinent of Vietaam and to
‘Washingicn on the slze of the military
Jblzet, Above all, Ladge has virtually
-no ificial co ttact with Harking. Lodae
seads in repoits with wajor military
implications x/ithov b showing them to
Horkius, | and doss ok ~h'3.. Harkins
mn,oxtml. mcmm ng teaflic. My impres-
‘sion i that Ledge simply (‘Co nect !mo*v
Jhow to condue ,: eoordinated adninls

tration. 'ihis hus f g
to Iim ‘.Dbh L" 1 fl

of confusic

R cA

to Vietnam 0.1

unless *c-

devel of the : 3 o
As to the grave reporting weaknes s, [ excepti
cess 1a

h
.qu 3

'e cbent than we realized be
undue .depuxu-:r.ce, on distorted Viet~

pendent U.S. appraisal o

(an«! also by Jolur 3. IcCom'), 'ul I c‘o 1‘0?
ihink he is cm 1sciously rejecting our
advieo; ho has just operated as a loner
21l his life and cannct res ulIy change
novs,

Lodge’s  neviy-dosinnated .eputy,
David Nﬂs, was with us ond :cems a
nighly competent taam p"ayu. ha"u
stated the swmt on frankly to him
ke has said he vould do all h'» cot ;Id to

:constitvte vhat would fa effect he an

exceutive commnitics CPCI.'Q'JAU bc] o the
Ambassador, ..

both Defense and L,Ic\ st take major
steps to improve this, Joha McCone and
I have chcv:ssd it and ars acting vigop-

-ously In our respective spheres,

4. Viet Cong pregress has been great
during the pericd since the coup, with-
my b\,bt guess belng that the situation
in fact baon Cﬂ-‘.eriorhtmc in the
since July to a far greater
cause of our

ountryside ¢

nmese repoiting: The Viet Cong now
costfrol very m;u progpostions of the
peopie In certain key provinces, par-
txcnluly thoze divectly south and west
of Saizon, Tha Strategic Has mtnocr m
was seriously over-extended in those
provmccs, and the Viet CO:‘xC{ has bson
able to desiroy many hamlets, while
others hava been abandsued or iu sonie
cases batn ayed or pillaged by the govern-
ment’s own Self Defense Corps, Tn thess
key provinces, the Viet Coug have de-,
stroyed almost all major roads, and are ,
rollecting taxes at will, :
¢ As remedial measures, we must gab
the governiment to. I'(,‘LIUC\_JT“ its nuht:uy
forces so that its offective strength in
these proviness is e.asmm"‘h/ CtOu[ led,
Wa aleo nead to have major incrensas
in both mxbmg and UsSOM stafiz, to
gizes that will ﬂwn us a reliable, inde-
£ tha s fus ol
2

cparationas, Thiv u{y, reatgtic paci{ication
- st rust 2 S e r i Felel ey
Ve o Q910302 CIARD
g"w '1"*"'1 w’ontr\,.ul _areas mvd b

SutIrdn theed,

i ollomﬂg aie ‘z;’w ie'v'is of ke
Tonkin

1984, @ Zi 8 aftcff;vw,o;z-. Bueept wher.
Ws are printed verbatim;

Seer ew,y of Defensa Robert 5.

ﬁ

Yy
in

Vie

/ FTL)

Sttuats
arens z's ‘
noL SSC'H
$ialy in
Ins still }10‘JC thesg aress may he made

e mwesaavs s SIS

cint months, Geieral Farle

rean»m'y eacure by 4ha latfor haif of

rext
tmy southom Lchu‘ 2, an
n 1 irend of Viet Cong suce
i 'y be provided Ly m\, poasible

C o D-'l and loa Hazo
total three million people and control
' Ley nrem ..!on" tha Cambo chn korder,
“The Hoa Hao have already made some
sort 0.\ e'/:e‘.mnt, and th2 Cao Dai arn
expecied to do so at the end of this
monih, However, it i3 not elany that
their :mlumc: will be more than neu-
tralized Dby these agreements, o that
they will in fact really: pitch in.on the
government's side.

' 5. Infiltvation of men and eguipment
from Morth Vietnam continues using
() Tand corridors. inrough Lass and
Cambodiz; (b) the Iekong River wator-
ways from Cambodiz; (c) some possi?.fle'
eniry from the zea ard the tip of the

Delta, Tha best guoes is that 1000-1500
Vict Con’f carh'e.s uluC(Cd South . Viet-
mm from Laos 1a the first nina mont‘

sacts, which

\5
v

£ 19 03 The I.Ie/\on;f route (and also
thc poss sea eniry) Is aj nrently
~used xol wacr veapons and aruu-

nitien and raw
bean turning up in
in the south 'ml of
captured a few shipments,

To counter this Infiitration, we re-
VIC‘ ved in Baizon wvarious 1L a5. pro-
viding for crogs-border oparations into
TLaos. Oun the scals vroposed, 1 am
quite clear that these would ner be

P64 THOED20001
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\Ammﬂi cans Are Barred

WEW

By WILLIAM BYXECHER

Speclal o The New Yok Timed

WASHINGTON, June 11 —
The Nixon Administration has

decided that Americans witl nOirescuing prisoners and other

longer be permitted to enter
southern Laos as leaders of
teams keeping watch on enemy
'movements along the Ho Chi
‘}Minh Trail network.

Pefore the South Vietnamese
drive into Laos in February and
March, aAmericans had been as-
signed to such missions. But
they were then barred for fear
an embarrassing incident might
arise that would appear to
contradict President Nixon’s
pledge that no American mill-
tary men would be involved in
ground combat in that Laotian
campaigi.

well-placed Nixon - Adminie-
tration sources said that plans
to resume the use of Ameri-
cans on trail-watching tcams
after the South Vietnamese
drive ended had been vetoed
by officials at the White
House and the Pentagon. The
informants said that the deci-
sion had been made partly be-
|cause of growing Congression-
al criticism of American mili
tary activity in Laos and partly
because all military missions
are being turned over to the
South Vietnamese as the Unit-
ed States disengages from the
war.

Officials conceded: that
‘the “enemy’s infiltration activi-
ties has gone down recently as
small teams made up of South
'Vietnamese and of Montagnard
itribesmen have taken over the
‘trail-watching missions. But
they said there were other
means of collecting informa-
. tlon, among them aerial recon-
naissance and special sensors
planted along the trail,

American  participation in
the missions had come under
a secret military unit known
officlally as the Studies and
Observation Group. Established
in 1964 as a joint venture of
the Central Intelligence Apen-
cy and the Army, it has been

‘Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900020001-3

involved not only in watching
trails but also in attempts at

highly sensitive missions in
Laos, Cambodia and North
Vietnam,

After a closed-door briefing
of the Senate earlier this week,
Senator  Stuart  Symington,
Democrat of Missouri, de-
clared, “Our activities in Laos
have been carried out largely
in secret, without Congression-
al sanction and outside the
normal appropriations proc-
ess.” ‘

Alr Strikes a Factor

The main focus of Congres-

sional concern has been Amer-

rican support of Thais and Lao-

tian tribesmen who, led by
Americans working for the Cen-

Aral Intelligence Agency, have

heen conducting both combat
and surveillance missions
against North Vietnamese and
Pathet Lao forces in Lads. Ex-
tensive~’ American  air  strikes
throughout Laos have also been
cited as a source of concern.

When the Studies and Ob-
servation Group was estab-
lished, it was intended primar-
ily for missions in and around
North Vietnam.

Some of its teams-are known
to have slipped into North Viet-
namese waters in fast boats to
kidnap {fishcrmen, who were
brought to South Vietnam for
interrogation on conditions in
the North and then released.
Other teams made up of refu-
gees from North Vietnam were
occasionally sent back by heli-
copter on spy or sabotage mis-
sions.

Al such operations required
advanced approval in Washing-
ton, the informants, said.

In 1966, the unit was also
authorized to watch trails and
to spot targets for American
borabers. The informants said
that these tasks were under-
taken by the Army alone, with-
out C.IA. participation. In late
1966 or early 1967, similar ac-
tivity reportedly was extended
to include’. Cambodia, again

J

0
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without the participation of
C.IA. :

Although the size of the
trail-watching teams varied, a
typical unit consisted of nine
men—three Americans and six
Victnamese or Montagnard
tribesmen. At the height of this
activity, there were as many
as 30 teams assigned fo the
Laos mission, but usually no
more than two or three would
be operating at any one time.
The missions were said to have
lasted from several hours to.
several days. i

Information was sent by
radio to a special aircraft fly-
ing along the border for relay
to Air Force units and intelli-
gence centers in South Viet-
natt. :
{  According to the informanfs;
the teams operated no morei
than about 20 to 30 miles in-
side Laos. Any watching of tra
beyond that point, it was said,
was  assigned . to  special
guerrilla units organized in Laos
by the C.LA. )

Pentagon and other sources
said that with the start of the
South Vietnamese thrust into
Laos, the leaders of the Studics
and Observation Group were
told that the Administration
did not want to risk the em-
barrassment that would result
from the capture of soldiers on
an intelligence mission in Laos,
cven though, strictly peaking,
they would not have been in-
volved in combat.

still Has Some Missions’

After the South Vietnamese
pulled out of Laos, the group,
which has headquarters in Sai-
gon, circulated a memorandum
saying that it planned to re-
sume its trail-watching activi-
“ties. When the memorandum
reached Washington, the group
was told that the watching of|
trails would be carried out ex-
clusively by the South Viet-
| namese.
i “Wwhile the group’s {eams
are under specific orders not to
get involved in -fighting,” one
officer said, “their job is to
move in and out undetected.
There are times when they
have been discovered and have
had to cxchaunge fire with the
enemy as helicopters came in
to take them out.”

The Studies and observation
Group, it was reported, is not
being dishanded at this point.
“1t still has som2~ missions,” an
official said. .

He added that the group
could still be called upon to
stage rescue attempts while
American prisoners remaih in
Southeast Asia. He refused to
discuss any other missions,

|
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iRy Michaol Klare -
College Presy Service (ﬂ\ {CLA)
SUVietnomization,” the invasion aad oo
‘cupation of [Jl',\ sections of Corabuodin anid
Laos by U.S.-ditccted Saigon forces, is bu[
the most L\Iltmt exanple of o gove mm"
tactic which employs foreizn merconarie
and the armics of client regimes o5 a m:uor
foreign policy instruiment, o

In Victnam, for instance, American
funds have been used to pay the expenses
of South Korean, Thai and Philippine
troops as well as Sgizon’s million-man
army. Washington has paid ths regimes of
South Korea and Thailund $1 billion cach
te use their soldic 1S in Vietnum. Further-
more, various minority peoples inhabiting
the highlands of central Indochina have
been mobilized inte ClA-commanded “ir-
regular® aivmiss to bear the brunt of the
fighting in Laos and.northweslern Viet-
nam. Similar tac i s have been employed
by the U.S. in Bolivia, the Conzo and Cuol
(the Bay of Pl("\)

“Substitution of mareenarizs for Ameri-
‘can troops -in counterinsurgency warfare
has many advantages for the White House:
domestic opposition to- foreizn operations
is. reduced because US.-involvement is less
visible and costly; opposition abroad is
reduced bgeause people are not confronted
‘with the overt presence of -American
expeditionary forees; and foreign troops
cost the U.S. much less to maintain.

These banefits were summad up by
formzr Defense Seeretary Clark Clifford in
can  unusually candid statement to. the
Congress Jan. 15, 1969: “Claurly, the
overriding goal ©f our collzetive defense
eftorts in Asia must be to asaist our allies in
building a c.w.patu[uy to defend themsalves,
Besides costing substantizly loss (an Asian

soldicr costs about I/15 as much as his

American cot mterp*rt) thare are compal-

ling political and piychological advantasas
. on both sides of the. P"‘blflc for such a

nnhr\v :

"Thé cost of i'[l""CCnBN/,ulO.\ !mq been
stagzering: Pentdeon fioures indicate that
betweep 1930 and 1968 the WS, provided
S19 billion in weapons, supplivs. training
and ccash to rightist thirnd worll srmics
under the Military  Assistance Procwiin
(MAP) -- and this gmoun. v\"'.:d:‘ Yict-
_namerelated military aid.

'putrol boats,
‘Honest John rockeo

. R i * ‘

ts and 2,088,000 rifles.
’lhrou”h the Foreizn Militwry Sales pro-
gram (] m%) Peptagon has, ols
countriss for. t!
military hardware

1w purchase-of adt!it"onl!
. As part of the MAP sud
IMS tm De t"cns D Lartm nt has prvl'i‘

xf'n rmhtwry pe laOnllC[ iz\ lhc U.S. and

con-;ci'ous Congress has limited the milityry
appropristions to $350 million
"mm [Iy (tnh “\m)unt excludes payments
T troops m q)uth \’ictn"‘
- Laos and Cambodia, '

under the Depactment or D‘uns: appro-

priation). Of this amow: it, 72% has been

“fou.ard (n'f"'l\"

“Comm:mist
Another 107 goes to Spain, Ethiopia and
the Dhilippines :
in the fiscal 1971 progrom, !,, -
cen 41 additional countri‘

Arguing: that po
azainst fus urg
has also t:"ib!]ihﬂd
m’ssm, pro,‘.sn of foreizn pull

Spent over 3236 million on this program to'

modzrn covn‘vt'tications q 1 pm.,nt, intel-
lw fice systems
¢ of MAP axd t’m 2s3 :':*f: nce has

supulum“nwd bv training pro"rlmbi

'md l9u9 55‘7 thl.c
world personn-:l
Intsrmtional
in- Washington, D.C.;
National Academy, Quantico, Va.;
Post Qffica Dapt.
L%b Wash mutuu,_tu

Coan Guard
Va. and the Coast Guard ‘;.cs:l‘my, \'m*'
tn» Criminal Inves

and at Southern Il 11:101>

ance '«d» isory g

. Commoditizs detivered, througlh MA
v ot ADREOVESE m,ﬁglefase@@@ﬂéam&::ncm
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process of mércenarization, T s;m tut
tions dre performed in the police assistance
prozraius by the Offive of Public ﬂ 1&' ty ¢

Ttk ULS, Agzency for International I)‘qun»

went (USATD) and by "restdent Puulu
Szfety Advisors in recipient countries,

In cvdor to further reduce direct U.S.

silitery presanee, the Nixon administy
ton 15 tiying to modernize and str'vz“’s‘hr‘n
Is mercenary arnies abroad. This po
tie so-callad “Nixon Doctrine,” requires o
vast fncrease In the MAP funding. “Viet
sadzetion™ alone will cost another 56
Bilign in- the noext few yeoars, while
“Horeanization” will cost an estimated
$1-2 billion. :

Accordingly, the administration is ox-
acted to ask Co 1gr: §3 to approve a
ssppleinental military ass? opria-

tion which oy c..\.c ed thc orizin
willion MAP 0!"%}‘. .
-In aseriving  the - administration’s
£

defonse Strgt“") {o Cdﬂ‘;"u)o, Def
Szcretary Melvin Laird stated March 10,
1970 that: “The basic policy of decreasing
direet U.S, military involvemsant cannat bu
swzeessful unless we ‘provide our friends.
zxd allies, whather through grant ald or
czedit sales, with the material assistance
rzeessary to essure the most effective
rossiole contribution .by the manpower.
ey are willing and able to commit io
tizic own and the common defense. Many
el them simply do- not command the
sources or technical capabilities to as-
sime greater responsibility for their own
‘defense without such assistance.

“The challenging aspocts of _our new
policy can, therefore, bast be achieved
when eadl partner de.b its share and

- .cantributes what it best can to the com-

man effort. In the majority of cases, this
means  indigenous manpower. drzanized

lantic 12 US. o oropcr]) equippad and well-trained
Sciantific Invesiization
Intcr_n;v,tionf.l_l Police

i forces with the help of material,
:ng, technology and specialized skills
ed by the United States through the
5 Assistance Program or as Foreian
\f’.ucwr) Sales.”? Accorimg to Laird. the
MAP s *“the essential ivgredient” of the
Nixon policy “if we.are to honor our
obiizations, support our allies and  yet

; s reduce the likelihood of having tu conm-
! by a rosident military assist-
group or military. mission in

RDR&QeG

troopa \»ho vl lmv the equmm nt mrm,‘h

American ground combat units.”

{601 R000900020001 -3
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“functioning out “th
_assessing the political realities of the war.

N
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“ Popular mythology, especially in liber-
'11 _quarters, mvauably casts the Central
Intulh ence EAgency in a villainous role in
Vietnam. But in fact, the CIA hes consist-
ently been 178 st Objec(ive organization
ére -— particularly in

JIn other wordsd,the CIA has been gene
erally telling it like it is rather than dish-
ing up optimistic. reports calculated 1o
please and appease the Esiablishment in
Saigon and Wasl ungton

For that reason, the Agency has in-
curred the envy of Stale Department offi-
cials, the wrath of senior Amecrican mili-
tary officers and somelhing less than full
White House support. And, as a conse~
quence, ils presence in Vlchmm h; been
grad ually reduced. ’

"'here are wrtaa]]y no CIA men now.

working at the district and village levels,

. Instead the cestimated 50 Agency opera-

Aives-currently stationed” outside Saigon
are assigned mainly 1o provincial head-
quarters, where théir jobs are lavgely

" ritualistic.

The program dc\lgnod to 1dmmfy and
uproot the Viet Cong political network in.

ihe countryside, known as Operation
Phoenix, has been taken out of CIA hands
and put under US military auspices. So
has the {raining of the Saigon govern-

ment's so-called “revolulionary develop- -

ment” cadres,

Asrun by the Ame) jcan military, paci-
Fficalion appears to be making lilile real
headiway. "his view wes even confirmed
recenlly by Sir Robert Thompson, the Bri-
ton considered o be the Pr mldmt’ {favor-
ite Vietnam expert. )

- One of the CIA {echniques that hes
never quile satisfied the Establishment
has been a tendency to produce qualitative
mtelhgenw — anecdotal, descriptive in-
formation oftﬂn too fuuy to be fed into
‘computers, The Pentagon, in contrast, pre-~
fers statistics that can adorn graphs and
flip-charts,

In the opinion of many Vietnam spn-
cialists, it was the military’s yuaniilative
apptmcn {hat vepeatedly created the illu-

~sory impression that the war wag ‘being

won.
The mili itaiy has also tcnded 10 paint a
rosy - picture of the Vietnam' situation in

ke 1
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tered significant battlefield gains. With
less neol to Just;fv itself, the CTA has {ried
to be more level in its 'lppra.wsals . .
A good cxample of the kind of frusira-"
tions the CIA has cncountered was de-"
scribed by Neil Shechan in a recent Néw,
York Timmes dispatch disclosing that the
Agency had been rebuffed in its att(mpus
to warn the President that moré than
30,000 Communist agents havo mfl]tlated
- vazious South thnamese gov cmmcnt de~
pariments, ’
Though White House soulce~ ‘conl=
firmed the existence of the CIA documont
they dismissed it as exaggerated’ P"ld
“overly pessimistic”- —- apparently be-
cause it differed from the more oplimistic
accounts assuring 1he DPresident thdt
his policies arc resultm{' in progress.
Similarly, studics - undertaken with
CIA field participation in two key South
Vietnan provinces not long agoe have re-
portedly been shelved because their find-~

. ings failed 1o substantiate military asser-

tions that the Viet Cong in those places has
bean put out of action,

According 1o, these classified stuches,
Viet Cong pollucal aclivists are still. very
much &alive in tihose provinces, even
though they have been compelled by in-
“creased Saigon government activity to op-
“erate more covertly at the present time,

The studies estimate, therefore, that
the Communisis would show substaniial
_gains in the two provinces even in a free
clection if they had eight or nine months
during a cease-fire in, which 1o reassemble
their apparvalus and resume theiv efforts to
influence the local populatién,

Implicit in this investigation i5 the
-suggestion that President Nguyen Van
Thieu’s Saigon regime is al its strongest-
point at the moment, and would probably
perform "relatively well were a political
settlement initiated quickly. :

Moreover, the studies reconunend that
preparations be made for such a seftle~
ment by s’ucngthemnrr the regime’s v11~

"~ lage political structures.

Judging from thé fate of these studies, |

" both Washington and Saigon are evidenlly

still ‘persuaded that guns rather than ne-
gotiations are the answer in Vicinam, So
instead of being hailed ey a hero, as in the
{able, the little boy who honestly declared
the emperor to be naked is being adminis=
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Once again, as g0 offen hefore in the  con \uH.‘uu with the Cauiral Intelligence | /
I

long, sad war, events have rajzed {roubling Agency. .

questions about American activities In 1in- Alittle hackground Is In order, The CIA

dochina. This thme they concerit the Amer~ . and. the Defense Inteligence Agency di-

jcan prizoncrs in North Vielnam and onr  vide the responsibis for securing infor-

atternpt to rescue them and such attemnpts mation about Novik Vie . It appears

88 we may mah. in 1%-3 future to }o]p ~that the defensa ‘a,;y.z y Is vesponsible for
1A A

,ﬂmm .7 intelligence, evidentiy mostly secuved [rom
rld . "Cllu] L}LULJ"’L(JF‘

: HES :Jbeu’( military opera-
he  tlous in North Vietsain; the CIA, for intel-
o ond  lgence abeout the conntry Heelf, ils govern-
.
1

et it be s ‘ia. at tha L‘f'mmm foat
the rescuers who so bravely landed
Son Tay camp found prisoners (e
brought them ouf, no one cot Jd have
ed the operation, : The CIA, obviousiy, hias
\lleimm.

“Mayhe the. CTA (n”"{ 1ve contribufed
bei ¢ 1h " no useful Information aboul {he presence
sing of 1he romaining Btk on

g oL ine “““M’ prisouers, buk one ¢ prizoners at Son Fay, 3But one weuld
could have said, with thenkfulness, that at  {hink it would have been prudent to ask.
least some 13]150“2_31.5 were free from those  One would think the CTA would have at,
suiferings that we can scaredly hmagine, least Beon asked i{g E inent of the ofw
ey as we may to suimmnon up our dread., fect of thoraid, whe a success or Fall-
and pity. ure, on the welfarsof ‘m,c 10 ummmg prizo- .
'rler; avd on ! ’, of the Norih

=D
ault.s ment, the people's attitudes and so forth.
N in WNorth

One nnrfht have wondered privalely:
about the effect of the rescue on the well-

3ut the prizoners ore, Thus
N But th ’})Il,CiL ers vere ¥ ot there. "Thus, Vietname eo table and on
the eperation failed. It wes, as Varmont  {he hat _
Roysler of the Wall Streot Journal has elo- As T ezt Chief Da- /

guently pointed cut, an mnmrulne fallure, vid Kra wable mien
the kind of honorable failive the people of 1 \cwu irton t’no*.l_gﬁni: the lapse “incro-
. - Tible." . a5t
this country can wnderstand aud, with dible.” 0dd, at Ieast. |
pride, accept, _ One vwonders why fite CTA was not con-
. sulfed, Tn so imporfant an epecation it
“Only it wasu't presented by the Adini- comd not have beew cavelessness. 'Ihe

Vi

ahlo a2 - . e e
nl\Llﬂ.[lO’] as an hwiorahle J] [EANCH it Was ]Eipge lne\"itably ral 1t but no-
- presented as sowme kind ”f tural question: How mq,ol lant was it to.

[ N | PP JUNY S -
\}’1;11(,1.1 ljolllL W ourse \L a Lu. : o ¢ H_le pla*,hpls ‘f_“ﬂ -tmp pl}~\111cl.‘3 ’.".L,LL'AC].}LI.Y
Jittle uneasy, if only l“C?Uc- the distine- o fu Son Tay?
L

"C

tion helween suceess and failure
Dlarred rather too often a]
tereible war, Cur uneasiness
nished by the revelation
‘had been gone for some i"
long as thiae months,

That quostion, taken with tha repeated
warnings, or threats, by’ Am e; kml officials
that somao kind of J'Mwh"r {ilary action
may be taken in e "d ’n) ithe peisoners,
puts the U.S, public, & scoas to us, in the
position of suspectin wl at not knowing:
thatach t gy naVb

W Now co
The Times 17
der for the

ze of tactics or stra
i the wind, and thal it mev be a faitly

]

dramatic changze,

'thc m"d‘(‘l‘ifﬁﬁ’.‘: ]
LS H
ole._ 4

37
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"\\f AS I{I\ GTON--President Nixon
and . Defense Scerct: iy Melvin R,
Laird gave the go-nhead order for
- the raid on the Sen ¢ v TOVW camp
in North Viethum \\~(1~ouL cotisul(-
/ing the Central Inteliizence Agency,
The Times has learned,

« Key ‘-C]latol‘a who have been con-
cerned about the pozsibility of an in-
tellizence failure and who have been

qulnly probing into the hackground

of the mission woere incredulous
when they learned t]n t the C-“ was
nof, involved, . .

"It's absolulely incredible," said
one influential scnator familior with
defence and intelligeince matters and
who has not Lieen erilical of the Ad-
ministration’s policy in Vietnam,
"What the hell do we have a CIA
and a dm,um of cenudl mu.lhmmc\,
f01’"

’-Ynuoucu'.'n JI”’ k%Y llhout CIA

A former senior official who had
been intimately aware of the opera-
_LOP of all governient mtr‘lhﬁcrm,
agencies for years sald he would
Hind it “ineouceivable® to launch
-something like the Qon Tay rvaid
“without blmt ing in the CIA..

Senale sources indicated that CT.A

Divector Richavd IHelms may have
been advised of the Son T ay opera-
tion In its carly plaaning =l'v-1~pm-
“haps in August or cptm‘.r*cl»-buf
- that neither bo nor the CIA as
further consulted béfore the Nov, 20
raid al the camp, just 23 nuleu west
. of Hanoi,

- What is particularly thhbllll” to
comnctcnt obselvers in Con'ne:b
and cliewhore e in the gov C‘Lll'm“ﬂL is
that they have buhc‘ ed for some

‘years that the CI \. l'l".:y lul c:.o?ﬂL\.\ m

. thm U.5. prisoners
heleove the raid was ovdered COL”d not
be determined. : .

The CIA dectined to comment O!l'

¥

/1 e Y
(TR
TR L
\_\ i H 1 A’
W H b

zmarmy S e

ey Cl"f'f

North Vietnam,

What information the (IX hod or
might have been able {o obtain from
a"cnh or by olher meats on whe-
were at Sou Tay’

that or on the question of whelhap it
had hecen COl'l\Ulf.( d in the
operation. . :

A Delense Departmient spokesian
said "we absolutely won't 1 I' about
"thc nalure or source of llw mwosk re-
cent official intellizence available to
Laird and upon which he relied in
recommending execution of the Son
Tay mission.

Vhite House 'Can't "“.lk'

A White Touse official said, "I
won't say one way or ano her whe
ther the CIA was involved. T Jmt
cant talk about it."

Other sources said they were cer-
tain that other than mtelnu‘. with
the nine U.S. prisoners released by
North Vietnam Laird relied on in-
formation supplied by the Defense
Intelligence Agency, the intellig Tence
arm of the Pentagon, |

“I' can assure you, " the Wb.il.e
House official said, "that ihe intel.
ligence available to the President en
this matter
havs bhéen,"

That is precizely the qucutlon that
has caused deep. concern in Con-
gress, the Stale Department and
elsewhere since: the Son Tay raiders
relurned cmpty-handed and sinee
Leird's vague lestimony on-the in-
tellizence issuc bmme the .,cmtn

vad g

ves as oood a3 1t (.u-lnl

omrv— g
PO

,(

‘be very «

Son Tay

3.

N
e

I me)"n RC’]dUOuS (omnm-
tee’ Nov. 24, » _
[The_critical question in

1his regard came up in the
“following exchange be-
‘tween Sen, John Sherman
Cooper (R-Ky.) and Laird:

Cooper: "Are you ahle (o
state the period of time in
days .between the date
when " prisoners of war.
were identified a5 being at
this camp and lhe date of
your mission? o R

Laird: "Well, that w ou]c{
diflicult, Of
course, we know that, for .
a factl, prisoners were
there because of the infor-
mation from’ the very few
prisoners who have come’

~out of North Vietham, But

to give the dates and the
movements of POWs, we
do not have that kind of
Intelligence on the

ground.

= % Phat capability would:
‘he a

tremendous  assat,

just as the capability Of.

“having a camera that

“would =Ce through the

.rcofs and into the cells _
swould Be a terrific a:sxt.:
! Bul we do not have that in’
'lhe infelligence. Communif

l}, at thc present ume !
30-50 Chance. ;
Cooper: "Then it w as
Hdargely {the phelographs of
the camp itsell which led
you to attempt the rescue
missiqn?" '
Laivd: "That was, the
overwhelming cvidense
was, of course, altributed
to the very fine aerial re-

. connalssance which we

n

had of the ared . . .
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BY DAVID E

Thees Wathingt

T WASHINGTON--President Nison
and . Defense Scerctary Melvin R,
Laird gove the go-ahead order for
the raid on the Son 71 2y POW camp
in North Victnam \\-llwlt conzult-

/1(110 the Central Inteljis gence Ageney, -
The Times has learncl,

@ I\cy senators who have Dheen con-
cerned ahout the possibility of an in-
tellizence failure and velio have heen

qalﬁtb probing into (he hackground,

of the mission were incredulous
when they learned tln i the CLA was
not involved, :

"It's absolulely mufdulr* said
one jnfluential senator familier with
defense and Intelligzence matters and
who has not been evitical of the Ad-
ministration’s policy in Vietnam,
"What the hell do we have a CLS
and a direclor of centlal mu,ll igence
f01 "

'Inconcu""'ﬂ'*' Y lﬂmut CIA

A former senior official who had
. been intimately awsre of the opera-
tions of all government mtwlh%um
“agencies for years said he would
find it “inconceivable” to launch
-gomething like the Son Tay raid
“without blmcmrf in the CIA..

Senate sources indicated that CTA

Director Richavd Ielms may lave
been advised of the Son Tay opera-
tion in its carly pAan ning stage—per-
“haps n August or qeubm.mmwbut
- that neither he nor the CIA was
further consulied before the Nov, 20
raid at the camp, just 23 xmlw webt
of Tlanoi,

- What is particularly uoublmrz to
(ompolcnt observers in Comlo
and elsewhere in the government is
Im they have Delicved for some

U A A

LD s

mASLOW . .

tan Buveay Cl“"f

‘years thit the CI\ ha:. hL d szents m‘

Norih Vietnam,

What information the CIA had or
might have heen able to obtain fr om
age nt» or by other means civwhe-
ther U.S. prisoncrs were at Sou Tay
hefove the raid was ovdered coNd nof

~be determined.’

The CIA deciined {o romumlt o’
that or on the question of whethar it
had been consulted in the Son ’l ‘ay
operet;un :

A Defense Departiment, sy pok
said "we ahsolutely won 't {alk al
"the nature or
cent official inte .llwulc\_ {ln*l]u hle to
Laird and upon w hich le pelied in
recommending exceui fon of th" S0l
Tay mission.

oub

Vhite House 'Cunt oK
A White House official said, "I
won't say onc way ov mo.her whe-
ther the CIA was involved.. T just
can't talk about it."

Other sources said t they were cer-
tain that othar than interviews with
the nine U.S, prisoncrs released by
North Vietnam Laird relied on in-
formation supplicd by the Defense
Intelligence Agency, the intelligence
arm of the Pentagon,

"I can assure 3,ou " the Whil.e
House official said, "that the intels
ligence av ':ll]«.d)IL to the President en
this matter was as good as it could
have heen.” : )

That i3 pr Lcmly {le e question that
has caused deep concern in Con-
gress, the Stale Department and
clte\\hmc sineethe Son T ay raiders
returned cmpty-handed and since

Laivd's vague testimony on- the in-

tellizence issue before the Sci a((a

!!
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‘be very ¢

an

ho
zource of the most re-.

I UIC‘I"H I\Clc(UDuS C ommlt-
tee” Nov. 24,
. The_ critical que estion in

this regard came up in the
“following exchange he-
“tween Seu. John Sherman

Cooper (E-Ky.) and Laird:

Ceooper: "Are you able lo
state the pGI»lOd of time in
days .helween the dale
when  prisoncts of war
were identified as being at
this camp and the dale of
your mission?®

Laird: "Well, tI wt wou d
difficult, Of
course, we know that, for .
a facl, prisoners were
there because of tﬁe infor-
mation from’ the very few
prizoners who have come’

-out of Novth Vielnam. But

to give the dales and the
movéments of POWs, we
do not have that kind of
futelligence en the
ground.

.""'Ihdl (.lpdblll() would
‘he a

adous  assat,
ty of

treraends
just as the capabilit

“having a camera that’

would sce through the
1oof> and into the cells
\\ ould Be a terrific ?«t.t
bL.L we do not have that i m
“the mtelhg,omo communi-
l) al the preseit txme N
30-30 Chanee. '-f
Cooper: "Then it was

Aargely the photographs of

hL camp I1gell which led
ou to attempt the rescue

my\smn? "
Laird:

o ve rwhelming

"That was, the
eviderse

was, of course, altributed
to the very fine acrial re-
. connaissance
had of the arca . . .

which we
n
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- Before President Nizon ap- wauld be seized by Ameriean
proved the unsuecessiui e cemmendos from different lo-
mﬂnJ raid to try to free Amor-  cations in North Vielnam,
an prisoners of war in North The VIP prisoners would -
k lemm he furned Cown an fhen be flovn to South Viel-
Ceven IPOIC daring ope. nam where - their capiure
The rejected plcwoyil whicli vcuki }"" annotnced and an
‘can now he IC\LLxIO(I without ade {o swap them for
endangering  ofher  rescus U..S. priseuers. A list of Novily
‘plans, c alled for the sefzuve of - Vielamese officials  to be
several Nerth V ietnamese offi- seized was drafled by :
. - cials 1o be held as hosluses for | smemmm—moeom oo
caplured Ariericans, :
The daring commando- [\,
rald was proposed by the ClA
this swumier when the Dresi- . . -
. dent asked top officials of sey- :
eral government agencies o
come up with “new moasures”
d(‘\l“']" to frce Americans
bcmo held by the Nort n \’ml\

namese
. Umm the CIA plan, several .
high-ranking Novth \mfamccn .

civilians aird mlmcuy officials

R i
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CLAYTON FRITCHEY ~ .

- het Do

~ The North Vietnam helicop- |

tor raid te rescue U.S. prison-
ers of war s described asa
“failure” because the prison-
ers had previously been re-
“moved, bub it may have been a
“failure the adwsinistration can
_thark its lucky stars for.
' L If, as the Pentagon bielleved,
{he prisoners had still Leen
‘there, thay would have been in
~the custody of heavily ermed
North Vietnamese guards. At
the first sign of a U.S. raid, it
‘raust be assumed the guards
-would prebably have executed
the prisonars, and then turned
. - their guns on the rescue party.
_What the final outcome
trould have ‘heon, nobody can
gay. But even if the raiders
had succeaded in evacuating

some of the U.S. prisoners aft-

« pr killing someor 2ll of the

guards, it is nol pleasant to-

contemplate what the retalia-
tion vould have beea,

Hanol mizht well have exe-
cutad American prisoners held
in other camps, or have sub-
jected them fo such treatment
that they wished they were

.dead. ‘There are at least 378

P

o IR i. - .
HeNn e ‘;}) o [“,"",/ P

U.S. militery prisoners in
North Vietnam. Was it prudent
to endanger their lves in a
Jong-shot attempt {o rescuca
small numbey of prisoners at
the abandoned carap, espeeials
Iy when they, too, might have

sen killed? |

Thare is a smell of desper-
ation about this adventure, It
is not the considered action
of & great power, for no mat-
ter how the raid twroed out
it could not advanca the kind
of agreement that raust be
reached in order to resolve
satisfactorily the over-all
prisoncr-of-war situation, Only
patient negotiation can do
that, .

There is also the dublous
smell to the various official
explanations offercd for the si-
multaneous mass borabing at-
tacks on North Vietnam below
the 19th parallel. First, it is
sugpested that they were in-
tended to spur fhe enemy to-
ward peace negotiztions In
Paris. Then we are told they
were to interdict Hanol's sup-
ply line to Cambedia and
South Vietnam.

. These stories won't hold wa-

84
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ter. Since President Lyidon B,
Johnson bombed North Viet-
nam daily for years in a vain
effort to get Hanol to the
peace table, why would Presi-
dent Nixon's 48-hour “limited
duration” bombing do the
trick?; It is the samne with sup-

- phes, Since Johnson’s continu-

cus bombing never succeeded
in shutting off Hanol's systam
of  supplies and Teinforce-
ments, how could a mere
two-day renswal of the borab-
ing do the job? -
Adminisfration spokesmen
say key leaders on Capito! Iill
were informed in advance of
the raids. It turns out, howev-
er, that none of the appropri-
ate scpators or congressment
were consulted, This includes
Sen, J. William Fulbright,
chairman of the Foveign Rela-
tions Comuraittee; Sen. George
Aiken, theranking Republican
member of the committee;
Sen. John Stennis, chairman of .
the Armed. Services Commii-
tee, and Rop. Thomas Morgar,
chairmaan of tha House For-
cign Affzirs Committee. 1t is
also widely bolieved that nel- -
ther ths CIA nor the State De-a

LA | N e
rhe oo

[N

4

/
i_) 'v?..::-wr' P
J /,f)Lf’!;S{Lzm@ff 5
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T
partment was in on the roid,
By pulting Vietnam on the
front burner again, the Presi-
dent has revived congressional
demands for withdraving U.S,"
troops by a defivite data, Pre-
vious resolutions fo that effcct,
weve Gzfeated by a President
who said he, too, was dedi-
cated to withdrawal, bul need-
ed  “flexibility” in getting
out. - -
1t is becoming cloavor what!
flexibility really meoats, It ac-
tually allows the adminisire-.
tion to escalate the war whan-
ever it sees fit and, inthe dis-.
cretion of the Presidsut, to
abandon or slow down further’
disengagement from Vietnam,
Escalation has happencd’
twice alveady, first in the in-;
vasion of Cambodia (unauthor-.
izad by Congress) and now in.
the new acrial atfacks on
North Vietnam, also ordered
without congressional consul-{
tation. There ds nothing, in
fact, to stop the President
from full scale renowrel of the
was, if he so desirces, and this,
may not be as reinciec a possi-,
ility as many Awericans.
P'ﬁnk. -

oA tec P .
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States this past
W 0“1 ook two offensive wililary
’ actmza» against North  Vietnam
~which ra fresh  dangers for
President Nixon’s Indoching policy.
- "Ihe most dramatic was the raid
" against the North Vietnamese pris-
(51’1_@_]'-05«\\'&1_‘3 camyp in Son lay.,
 Whilz the ope Jaiicm ftsell seeins
10 have gone off with: sto ol
precision, the in r"hfrm,co evident-
ly was ml The Americans ho-
Yizved 10 he Jmuuwud in the ralas
m\dy small camp were nol theve.

-Presicent Nixon and Dofense
o“(‘l ola iced

P Melvin ®, Lalvd dee
to take UIL gamble that their prod-
ecessors in the Puchlo case pas

BV he” United

5

cd
Up Loy fear North Korea would kil

the American crowmen hmprizsoned

outside Pyongyand,

S Now that the Nixon adminis-
mmm rescue mission has failed,
- as foar as bringing hack any Areni-
enn prisoners, what will Hanol do
next?

L AL o mintmun, the Novth Viets
namese will make it havger for
cslich o surprise reid {o ba capvled
Jout against them hoain, And they
might do much worse-—like take
their anger oud on the Amaericais

sl Jocked up i Lhelr ]ms.»n com- .

pounds,

+ Hanoi,
lost face before

it seems sale fo say,
the world as an
JAmerican rescue force went
‘through all the air defenses and
spent an hour on the ground oul-
side the North Victnamese capithl.
However, this hardly will m-‘wl;o
Jlanoi’s rqn esentatives more pli-
_able at the peaco table in Parig, if
“the onumo{”‘t]m still hag, any
lmpco Tor ihat, '
Just as 1!
ifies ils retaliat
Lombing hall vielations,
ynow o ibe position to elaim- the
yvescue raid violated the same un-
dorstanding. . .

United Siales justi-
ory actions by citing
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Clozer
reactions is the old
American intelligenca. wenl awry.
The Central Tntclhizence Agency -

Lalready s pleading iono-
decliFing it wos a Peotagon
show al] the way. ’

The beavy bombiig roids below
the 19th parallel-.ay

to-home then Hanols
testion of why

hich Sceretary
Laird insists bad no connection
with the daving 1zid wosinst {he
prison camp 20 les vwest of
Fanoi--were litlle  diflerent this
Ume in thelr execuiion bul scom-
ingly =0 in their §r
Tn the pus
spokesmen. have
change for the Uni
ing off the bhomb (ng"
nan Hanol was ol
things: ~ lot  An
recoimalszance pla
thair {ercvitory w eded;  stop
shielling: major Souwi™ Vietnamese
cities, and leep lovge forces out of
the demilitaiizad vone soparaling
North and South Vizdnam,
. This time, in justiying the pro-
tection 10"0*1'51] bonhing  raids,
Pentagon spokesmoen added a new
dimension Lo the widerstanding--
or witderstandings -~ by Jinking
themn Lo Hanol's behavior af
peace 1alks and  aclions
L Amevican s .]ﬂ)\r- flying
over Laos,
© That left the impression Uml
Hm Nixon administration is rescrv- -
ng the right to hoih the north
Hanol s glall-
ing at Paris-—-an’oper ended policy
which would make it easier to
cover American 1u s wilthdraw-
als with heavy bom! Some of
thc biggest questions—such as the
consequences of the rescue atitempt
and just how broad zare the mili-
lary lmdm\ andings eove]‘ing the
Indoching war-—-remein 1o be an-
sweved, R

Aministration
i thal in ox-
‘I[ C\[rlfr‘. call- ‘
£ Norih Viet-
d to do (hree

unarmeoed.
photograrh
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T Hardly . w111 mak IIanoxs “In addltmn, we are con-
'1‘he Umtnd Staus this: representatives more, pliable cerned that the other side
past weckend .took two of- at the peace table in Paris, has not chosen to negotiate
fenc.ne military 2actions jf the administration stlll in- any substantivé or pro-
against North Vietnam that had any hopes for that. ductive way at Paris.”
raise fresh dangers for Pres-  Also, just as the Umted . That statement left the
ident  Nixow's Indochina gtates justifies ils retalia- Impression that the Nixon
policy. tory actions by citing the administration is reservinz

The most draraatic action North’s bombing hali vmla the right to bomb the North

was’ the raid against the
North Vietnamese prisoner-
of-war camp in Sonfay—a
place closer to Hanoi than
.Baltimore is to \Vashin<ft011

“News Analy.»zs

thle the ope 'xatlon itself
‘seems to have gone off with
stmybook preecision, the in-
‘telligence evidently was bad.
<The Americans believed to
‘be imprisoned in_ this rela-
tively small camp were not
‘there at all.
" President Nixon and De-
fense Secrelary DMelvin R.
Laivd decided to take the
gamble that their predeces-
‘sors _in the . Pueblo cas
passed up for fear Novth ho-
irea would kill the American
erewinen impr L,oncd out51de
Pyondyahd
-Now that the \Il\.on ad-
mlmstxatnon s rescue mission
.has failed, as far as bringing
:back any American prison-
:ers is concerned, what will
Hanoi do next? )
i At a minimun, the North
:Vietnamese will make it
:harder” for such a surprise
,ra1c1 to be carried out against
ithem again, And they might
:do much worse — like take
itheir anger out on-the Amer-
‘feans still locked up in their
prison_ compounds
Luaird knew there was Lhis
risk, but said he could not
bear to do nothing while
‘Americans died in Hanoi's:
stockades, Military ledders,
Judging by their initial re-
action yeslerday, are glad
the United States s last
showed it had the determin-

-.ation to do something —

'successful or not.
" Hanoi, it scems safc to
say, indeed lost face before
the world as an Amevican
rescue force went through
all the air defenses and
spent an hour on the ground

tside the North.Vietpam.

pepmved\ 'OF,|

" ble consequence of the cor-

Central Intelligence Agen-’

e lets ¢ 2004/03/04

tions, Hanoi is now in the whenever it believes Hanol
position to claim the res: js stalling at Paris—an open.
cue raid violaled the same’ ended policy which would
“understanding.”  Renewed 'maké it easier to cover
shelling of South Vietnam’s American troop withdrawals
cities is thus another possi- with heavy bombing.
The Pentagon in {wo sep-
mandodype raid on Sontay. arate briefings -~ answered
Closer to home than IHa- some of the questions yester-
noi’s reactions is the old day on the réscue attempt
guestion of why American ahd on the weekend homb-
intelligence went awry. The /?ncf raids, But some of the'
biggest - questions—such as
cy already is pleading inno- i}ég contstiquetncesl _Oft hthe
- . ] cue attempt and just how
cent-—declaring the rescue broad are the military un-

attempt  was a  Pentagon' geystandings covering the

show all the way. Indochina \vax——xemdm to

The heavy bombing raids ,be answered.
below the 19th Parallel— | ) (}_eq_rge C. Wilson’
which. Laird insists had no
connection with the daring
raid against the prison
camp 20 miles west of
Hanol—were litile different
this time in their execution
but seemingly so in then
justification.

In the past, administra
tion spokesmen have sald
that in  exchange for the
United States calling off

the bombing of North Viet-

nam, IHanol was obliged to
do three things: let Amer-
ican unarmed reconnais-
sance planes photograph .
their territory unimpeded; . -
stop shelling major South
Vietnamese cities, and keep
large forces out of the de-
militarized zone separating
North and South Vietnam.
This time In justifying the
“protection reaction” bormb-
ing raids, Pentagon spokes-
men added a new dimension
to the understanding—or
understandings->by linking
them to Ianoi's behavior at
the Paris peace talks and
actions against American
bombers flying over Laos. .
After noting concern about
North Vietnam’s shelling of
Saigon and Hue this,month

.

the sante p'n'xoxaph said:
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A Navy liculenant wh

He was, according to Hanoi's reckon-

ino, the terror of the Tonkin skics, the -

&

villain incarnate’ of bombed buildings,

bridges, wrecked rail yards and Red Ri-.

ver rubble. He was, they. said, the “Mad
Bomber of Hanoi”—and they had cap-
tared him. That was three years ago.

TFoday, after more than 100 missions

and almost two years in a North Viet-
namesg prison camp, Nuavy Lt. Robert
‘Frishman is living quietly in La Jolla,
Calif., a plcasant hilly suburb just north
of San Dicgo. ) .

The Navy licutenant takes it easy
“these days because he must. He has yet
"“to. gain back some 50 pounds he lost as

a prisoner. ’ : :

And even though his 6-foot-2-inch
frame shows some {illing out since his re-
leasc photos were taken a year ago, he

" still seems very thin. His check bones
Cstill protrude, almost skeletal-like. His
‘right arm dangles loosely from a sling,
and when he drops it down to his side, it
-is about six inches shorter than the left.
But that’s because North Vietnamese
~surgeons removed his elbow to save his
arm and his life. He credits them 'with
doing both. :

He’s had two plastic elbows inserted.

He hopes the sccond will work better
than the first. For the past 14 months,

- Rob Frishman has been on the Navy's
~ hospitalized status. He was on it last
- week, and will be the next, and the next

He's not counting time; nor is he
“short,” as they say in the Navy lingo of
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what he calls “the forgotten Ameri-
cans"-—some 450-plus  American
soldiers being held in six North
Yietnamese prison camps, '

Since the -U.S. intervened in South
Viet Nam, the North Victnamese have
released nine. Beb Frishman was one.

Whether swooping down a flat hand to
illustrate a Phantom roll-in or flaying his
left arm to show a bcating or twisting his
mouth in reaction to prison food, the

former pilot is the Armed Services’ best

articulation of life in a North Vietnam-

ese prison. He tells an incredible story:
“It wasn't like fighting a war at all,”

he said, reflecting on what it was like in

" the front seat of an F-4 Phantom. "It’s

an air-conditioned cockpit. You don’t
think of people, really. In fact, when you

roll in on a target, you can’t see any peo-

ple from the altitude in which you re-
‘lease. And then, when the missiles come
up, it looks like golf balls on fire, com-
.ing at you,” ' T .
The Navy - licutenant had always
wanted to be'a pilot. Born a week before
Christmas in Long Beach, Frishman
grew up in that faceless, oil-derrick-filled
‘city and left it only to attend dental
schoo! in San Francisco: He had always
wanted to join the Navy too but, after
two years of dental school, he realized
that if he finished he’d have to join as a
dentist. He wanted to fly too much not
to try. : o
To his asserted surprise, he passed and
went off to Pensacola for pre-flight train-
ing. By May 1966 he was on the U.5.S.

those men who have little time left in the' Constellation, flying attack missions on

service.
Nor is the 29-year-old Califor-
nian wasting his time. Night after
. night, almost daily. the ganelv
brown-cyed pilot stands before a
local civic group, an American Le-
gion audicnce or a church coungrega-
tion, his arm slung across his chest

b ARG PO RélEaBe

| trucks and P boats,

Later, on his second cruise aboard the

1U.S.S. Coral Sea, Frishmun recalls that

“every strike was a major strike.”
For some time in October 1967, at-

tacking United States planes had been -

having “trouble™ with North Vietnam-
ese MIGs that roared in on attacking
waves from the Phuc Yen airficld north-

run-

2001/03/04 "@I}A-RD%??‘GM

that October 24 was targeted

fwo. years in enemy ha
.' ,',' o ) .o v © ‘
sovation, the "Honei HMilion," h

nds describes h
is evenitual rele

‘ways and grounded planes at Phuc Yen.
" It was a different kind of strike than
any I've ever becn on,” said Lt. Frish-
man, watching the smoke from his cigar-
¢tles swirl foward a restaurani ceiling.
“Usually, it was onc wave from a carrier.
But this time it was four waves with 30
minutes between time on target, four
waves from two bases in Thailand and
two from carriers in the Tonkin Gulf,

“We hadn’t been up in the Hanol
area for some time. YWe had been
working tite Haiphong area, But
there I was running in on the second
wave, The {irst wave had cleared cut
30 minutes ago. So I ran in there
and they shot three surface-to-air
missiles up at me,

* *it’s a funny-looking thing.- If it's-a ~

clear day, it looks just like Cape Ken-
nedy, there’s a great big pufl of smoke
and this telephone pole up out of that
smoke. : : .

“Well, if you can sce these things, you

- can take precautions to dodge them. But

they fircd threc at me and one hit arnd
knocked out the right enging. I coritinued
my evasive mancuvers and they fired two
more up at me. They'went past me.

“Then they fired another three at me
and when I turned to avoid two of them,
the third one ripped into the plane and
the thing just shuddered real bad and
started spinning. '

“I thought for a moment | was still
flying the darn thing, but all of a sudden
[ looked up and there was blood all over
the canopy and my arm was dangling up
in the centrifugal force brought on’
by the spinning. I looked dowr and 1
could see the bone sticking out of my
arm. Evidently, I caught a piece of the
shrapnel from the missile, :

*1 looked in the back seat, toward the
radar officer and it looked to me like he
was dead. I tried to get his attention but
I couldn’t so I gjected, everything flying

Egg@sggggbﬁméxlt_ghg cjection went
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In the struggle for status on
the Polemae, it's ‘the little
vthmg that count.

The clues to a general’s im-
portance, for instance, can be

enough, say, for a battalion to
pass in review? Does it contain
a kingsize desk? A flag stang?
A sofa sultable for taking naps?
How deep do you sink in the
rug? Is there a trim of wood.
work around the walls? Enter
a Pentagon office with this ex-
eculive pancling, and you are
dealing wilh a man of conse-
quence.

But the most prized status
'symbol is a spy-proof confer-
‘[ence room, Any general worth
his stars likcs to feel hiscon-
yersations are so moinentous
‘that the Kremlin would stop | ¥
at nothing to cavesdrop.

The latest. fo demand a “se-
curity room” of his ownis Lt,
Gen. Hal Jennings, the Army
Surgeon General. Of course,
he deals with medical, hot se.
curity matters, Still, he feels
he is as .entitled as the next
three-star general to protect
his conferences {rom Sovxet
snooping,

The Army obligingly is pre-
paring to spend 812,000 to spy-
proof his medical conference
room. General Jennings will
now be able to discuss the

new assuratce that the Krem.
“lin won't be able to overheay
him.

= The requirements of national

found in his office. Is it large|

.{menace of the tsetce fly with|.

P N

secur ity would seem Lo be sat
isfied,  however, by sound-
proofmo the walls and perhaps
installing an alarm sysiem.
But this, apparently, would be
too sunp]c for a man of Jon—
nings’ standing.

He not anly had ordcxcd
major electrical work, but he
wants new filny eqmpment and
display boards brought in. Ad-
equate air conditioning, of
course, will have to be re-in-
ctalled After the $12,000 has
been spent, Jennmﬂs should
have just as plush a “security
room” as any general on his
floor.

Foolnote: After this column
began checking on the pr oject,
a spokesman called {o say that

the  bidding was being re-
viewed and the plans might be

altcxcd to cut below the
12,600 figure.
Black Panthers

The Black Panthers have of-

fered to send “troops” to Viet-

nam to help the Viet Cong
gun down American bays,

The Central Intelligence
Agency has picked up a letter\
that Hucy Newton, founder of
the Black Panthela, sent to
the Viet Cong. This column
has seen a copy.

“In the spirit of mtezna-
tional ro\,olutmnmy soliday
ity,” wrote Newton, “the Black
Panther Party hereby- offers
. an undetermined number
of troops to assist you in your
fight against American imperi-
alism.

Aot s .appropriate Jfor the

YOSE

it e

A 3/’ S L fuﬁ roots @w m@ of o 0> Med

Black Panther Parly to take
‘this action at this time in re-
cognition of the fact that your
struggle is also our struggle,
for we 1ecogmae that cur coms-
mon enerny is U.S. imperial-
ism which is the leader ofin-
ternational bourgeois domina-
tion.,

“There is no fascist or reac-
tionary. governmment in the
world -foday. that could stand
without the support of U.S.
imperialism.  Therefore, our
problem is mtematmnal ‘and
we offer these troops in recog-
nition of the necessity for in-
ternational alliance to deal
with the problem. '

“Such alliance will advance
the struggle toward the final
act of dealing with Amcrlcan
imperialism. " C e

POW Abuses

The International Red cross
has confirmed our reports
about brutality, torture and in-
human conditions in South
Vietnam’s oprisoner- of war

mps. The Saizon authorities,

t should be added, ave tiying
to halt the abuses.

. Secret reports from Red
Cross inspectors in  South
Vietnam cite details similar to
those we published last Au-
gust. We told how prisoners
were tortured at interrogation
centers and 'xbused in prison
camps. .

AtTam Xy pllson for e\am-
ple we reported that 50 to 100
prisoners  were herded into
crowded rooms with nothing
but .concrete _ platforms .to!

sy

o
/7 o
m,

s

qlcep o1. Since thele were too
many people to lie down, mo=tv
prisoners had to sit or st“nﬂ
all night, ‘4

“All the tor Luun'f " we rLI
leged, “was done in then*ter-_:
rogation center across the*
street. There was the usual
electrical shock, beatings,
sticking with pins, bmnm"
with cigarettes and, at tlmes,
water torture.” o

We also quoted Dr. Mm—
jorie Nelson, who treated tor-:
tured prisoners at Quank Ngalb
prison. She swore: “Prisoncrs’
told me of being tortured by
electricity . . . of being forced
to driuk concoctons containing
powered lime ... of of being
tied up and suspended by ropes
often upside down from the
rafters for hours ..In August

¥

*lof 1869, T examined a woman

seven months -pregnant, who
had been beaten badly th<=
previous week.”

American public sa[cty ad-
visers, who worked with Viet-
namese officials in these pris.
ons, generally have sought to
prevent abuses, But at least
one former adviser, Jack L.
Sanders, was himself “met
with rejection and anger and
told to either return to Viet-
nam or resign” when he iried
to report prison conditions to
the Office of Public Safety
Administration in Washington,

The presence of American
advisers in these camps gives
the North, Vxetnamcse an ex»
cuiise to mlstreat American
prisoners in their custody:

.. ® 1970, Bell-McClure Syndieate, Inc.
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N 1861, KING MONGKUT of Slam offered Abraham

Civil. War. The President politely refused the help,

the two countries. Thailand is no longer whimsically isolated
“from world realitics; nor does it have a choice in the way it
lines up on international issues. Over the past two decades,
" Thais have watchcd their country become a giant airstrip,
where American B- 525 fighter-bombers and helicopter gun-
«ships roar ‘off on missions of death for other Southeast Asian
. countries. They have seen their own troops become U.S.
/ mercenaries, and their borders used as staging points for
Special Forces and CIA personnel on missions of subversion

into Laos and North Vietnam. :

1 Thais have watched helplessly as their natlon has be-‘

‘come an ‘American military base and nco-colony. U.S.
Senator Gale McGee stated in a recent-speech that “South-
east Asia is the last major resource area outside the control
‘of any one of the major powers on the globe.” And the
“mammoth Chiase Manhattan Bank has bcen even more
. specnﬁc “Thailand promises to be an excellent investment
and sales area for Americans,” its Economic Research
'Division writes, “if rebel insurgency can be contained.”
The various minorities that make up Theailand have tried
to resist the destruction of their culture and their forcible
integration into a U.S.-controlled political economy. But
the U.S. military advisors who train Thai troops to fight in
South Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos have also trained them
to fight rebels at home. Meanwhile hordes of AID and
American university personnel comb the countryside, study-
ing every aspect of Thai life and recommending and im-
. plementing programs of counter- -insurgency.
"i « Thailand has changed greatly in the century since its ng
:naively offercd a U.S. Président military aid. Since then
* America has decided to fight its wars abroad, not at home—
'wars that make sure countries like Thaxland stay m thc
. F rce World bank account S

HE THAI ELITE, whose body and soul is now com-

pletely owned, once prided itself on an ability to

resist colonial domination. In the 159th century,

the Thais closed their country to the probes of im-

. perialism, and tried to modernize by selective contact with

- the West. This relative independence was validated by a

! British-French agreement to let Thailand remain a buffer

‘ state between their respective colonial empires 1n Malaya-
" Burma and Indochina.

Thailand’s privileged status was ended by an event Wthh

- has shaped the course of its history for the last quarter cen-

: tury: the United States’ victory over Japan in World War 11

“and its emergence as the dominant power in the Pacific

Basin. The U.S. quickly decided that Thailand’s position

was critical for consolidating an American foothold on the

Southeast Asian mainland; by 1950, U.S. military and eco-

nomic aid began to flow to the Thai government, then headed

by Geneml Phibun, a former Japanese puppet whose mili-

O

PR

'th@ Dominoization of

Lincoln elephants to aid the Union cause in the |

but that was ot the end of military relations between -

tary regime rodc to power on a 1948 coup.

Urged on by U.S."moncy and by the long shadow of the
Chinese Revolution, the Thai army and police began an
anti-communist crusade i in the early '50s. Their campaign

~ was focused on Thailand’s Chinese Community, and it be-

gan officially in 1952 with the passage of the Un-Thai Activ-
ities Act (sic), supposedly aimed at combating “commu-
nist subversion,” even though the Thai Chinese Community
was notoriously apolitical. But if General Phibun’s attack
could not rid his country of a communist menace that did
not exist, it could establish his control over the Chinese
Community which had tradmomﬂy been the backbone for
Thailand's indigenous economy. The Chinese entrepreneurs
and busmcssmen responded to the anti-communist hysteria
by paying a kind of “protection’ money to the Thai elite—
offering them positions on the boards of dlrectors of Chlncsc
corporations and other financial incentives,

Even though it was borne of intimidation, this alliance

‘might have been able to slowly industrialize Thailand by

relying on domestic rather than Western capital and thus
avoid the disastrous controls that were always attached to
investment. But this last hope for economic autonomy in
Thailand was qmckly foreclosed by the U S.
l finance the infrastructure for development from ex-
port surplus. But after the Korean War, the U.S.
dumped large quantitics of tin, Thailand’s third largest ex-

HAILAND'S SMALL MEASURE OF econoniic independ- '
ence had rested upon the government’s ability to’

_port, on the world market; meanwhile, the price af rubber,

Thailand’s second largest export, was forced down by the

-falling off of war-time demand and by American corpara-

tions’ marketing of new synthetics; the price of rice, Thai-
land’s largest single export, was also plummeting.

As this surplus dried up, the U.S. and its international
financial arm, the World Bank, prepared to appear at the
moment of Thai financial crisis with offers of financial and

‘technical assistance. All that was asked in returp for this

subsidy was that the Thai military regime abandon any at-

_tempts to create an autonomous economy and allow Thai- .

land to become an object of U.S. corporate expansion.

Since Thailand’s status as a bona fidg¢ U.S. colany has
been guaranteed, American ﬁnancnal commltments—now
totaling nearly $600 million in economxc assistance and some
$900 million in military aid—have been accelerated. But the .
U.S. was not content with being the’ ThalS guardian. It
wanted to be their mentor as well. And thus, while system- :
atically destroymg what chance the Thais might have had
for economic independence, the U.S. has aljo set about the
task of re-ordering Thai society—from rebuilding its mil-
itary and government administration, to mtroducmg new
agricultural techniques and a Western- oriented educational
system. To coordinate and implement this massive cultural
onslaught, it has called in the U.S. Agency for International
Development (AID), which has its own kind of Catch 22:
While AID is supposed to help Third World nations help
themselves, it in fact helps American businesmen help them-
selves to the Third World. This is AID's mandate. ’
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ALGONA, T0WA m o R
UPPER Dt 5 NOINES ’ : L T T
! SEMI - WEEKLY 5,542 BRI AN
T T T o SR A .
2« f+A SHOCKING INTERVIEW "1:.'1‘ T ‘
! From Herb Caen interview column in San . 4 °.
' Francisco Chronicle — The Sergeant, soon to - * e
- be Corporal, doesn't look delighted. He digs -7- o o
, k-i.' the Vietnam scene. He has been there four IR L
_ Y and a half years. He has done “infils” (infil- - 4 / T
o . frations) into North Vietnam, missions with e
s r’ the Cldssble has seen all the action there is to - ‘
¢y see_and he may never be allowed to return -/ PP .
¢ 1o it. This saddens him. Now he is on his }, ’
. * way to visit his mother, who lives in Auburn. /' X -
. ; 3, For him, the fighting, the excitement, the -’ e
S " wheeling and dealing, are over. ' :*: e e ! ".7,.‘._5,.. ROV
ﬁ"'( He speaks of strcmge things, in a rambl. wd ST -
R t- sing, laconic way , (23 ‘hy ;
P i "We were runmng ‘this great gamblmg by
DR r: setup. Roulette wheel, two dice tables, black-“ 1 DI .
T I : .
A 1A’ jock setup. All the equipment was made in' ot . iy
& .San Francisco. Then it was flown in a sealed ’E \/ D ta e ;
: n ‘plane — probably CIA — to Okinawa. From '} SRR
: . [#there by secret helicopter to Vietnam. We ° B A
.- [iwere doin’ great. Honest, but the percentages ;.. A
oy Yiwere with us, Generals, Colonels — man, we 4 LT '
U " F-had everybody playing for us. Then things ¢ RS
v 'l‘ got out of hand. Gls were running in crook- - }, :
i ed dice on us. Maybe a General lost too much ; ;
é one night” A faint smile flickers across the' " g
- handsome face. “It was fun while it lasted.” ’ . .
. The conversation .ebbs and flows. “Black" }1 cL
“market money all over the place. The big '~.;:
% Vietnese” — his term — "are getting rich.” "¢ e
. 't “About the hellcopter," "Yeah, this chopper, L\, LU
B R {1t lands every morning behind the President- )!:? ol .
O ’. ial Palace.  Maybe $50,000 a day goes in .yl ° ;o ‘
L ;’ there. | don’t know who gets it. | guess it's i Ty -
' divided up. No frick to get it out of the J§ - ° Lo .
country to Hong Kong.” \.-I,.'».,' .
Somebody asks him about the dope scene, 3_,;'- e
#Sure, marijuana all over the place. Junk. e
.. Weeds. But only the younger kids are using it. E AN
" You can’t blame ‘em. There isn't much to do . o .
"over there now. The kids get bored. Now | . [
E'Ohey re maklng synthetic H — heroin. Lots of " ' o
S . i oplum. The  Vietnsee .girls are pretty, but G,
v vawful short, ‘The Thai ,girls are bouvﬂful SR
L !‘T‘ullor. Great:  okint, nore DR ‘3 ‘ .
mmmaﬂma—w“*ﬂ--"r*- ol ' N
. :. ' P ‘ e
. » L“‘:l £y E ) ' ": "
. v P IS ‘ '
|
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